a) The Settlement of the Angles, Saxons and Jutes 

(Book 1, Chapter xv)

In about four hundred and forty-nine years after our Lord’s incarnation the Emperor Martian acceded to the throne and he held it for seven years. He was also the forty-sixth after the Emperor Augustus. Then the people of the Angles and Saxons were invited by the aforesaid king, Vortigern, and came to Britain in three large ships, and they received a place to live in the east part of the island through the instruction of that same king who invited them here, so that they might battle and fight on behalf of the homeland. And immediately, they fought against their enemies who had often previously attacked them from the north; and the Saxons won the victory. Then they sent a messenger home and instructed him to speak about the fertility of this land and the cowardice of the Britons. And straightaway they sent here more naval forces with stronger warriors; and this was to be an invincible army when they were united together. And the Britons offered and gave them a place to live among themselves, so that for peace and for prosperity they would fight and battle for their homeland against their enemies, and they gave them provisions and property because of their battles.


They came from among the three most powerful Germanic tribes, those of the Saxons, the Angles and the Jutes. Of Jutish origins are the people in Kent and people of the Isle of Wight: that is the people who inhabit the Isle of Wight. From the Saxons, that is from that land which is called Saxony, come those in Essex, Sussex, and Wessex. And from the Angles come the East Anglians and Middle Anglians and Mercians and all the people of Northumbria. That land which is called Angeln is between Jutland and Saxony; it is said that from the time they left there until the present day that it remains deserted. The first of their leaders and commanders were two brothers, Hengest and Horsa. They were the sons of Wihtgysl, whose father was called Wihta, this Wihta’s father was named Woden, from whose lineage many tribes of royal races claimed their origin.


It was not long before more troops came in crowds from those people that we mentioned before. And the people who came here began to expand and grow to the extent that those who had previously invited and summoned them here were a great terror to those same inhabitants. After this, they were united by agreement with the Picts,
 those whom they had previously driven far away through battle. And then the Saxons were seeking a cause and opportunity for their separation from the Britons. They informed them openly and said to them that unless they gave them more provisions they would take it and plunder it themselves wherever they might find it. And immediately the threat was carried out; they burned and ravaged and murdered from east to west, and no one could withstand them. This was not unlike the former vengeance of the Chaldeans when they burned the walls of Jerusalem and destroyed the royal buildings with fire because of the sins of the people of God.
 Thus here because of the graceless people, yet with the righteous judgement of God, they were cruelly ravaging land near each city. Royal private buildings were razed to the ground, and everywhere priests and mass-priests were murdered and killed among altars; bishops with the people, unless they were shown any mercy, were destroyed with sword and fire together. And nor was there any burial given to those who were so cruelly killed. And many of the wretched people remaining were captured in the west and stabbed in crowds. Because of hunger, some walked into the hands of the enemy and were promised perpetual slavery among those to whom they had given provisions; some went sorrowing over the sea; some remained, always fearful, in their native land, and lived in deprivation in the deserted woods or dwelled on high cliffs, always with a mournful mind.

� The Picts were a ‘confederation of tribes living north of the Antonine Wall’, as Isabel Henderson states s.v. ‘Picts’, in The Blackwell Encyclopaedia of Anglo-Saxon England, pp. 365-6.


� 4 Kings 25.8-10. 





