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VILLAGE LAYOUT AND SOCIAL STRUCTURE

Social Structure

Rectitudines shows considerable social stratification and job specialism  DUP SHEET

                                                                                                                    Rectitudines 

Gerefa shows complexity of estate management                          DUP SHEET Gerefa
Both documents emphasise that there are difference practices in different estates (thought to refer to West of England estate).

Gerefa: was this a literary work? (alliteration, word-lists not very logically arranged – similarity to glossaries) but copied and re-copied . (compare “Lark Rise).

Paras. 1-5 (to “lord to allow that “): management of workers (“stick and carrot” etc)

   “      6-9 ( “  “as may be profitable”): correct times for work – but always something

                   to do

   “      10-13: necessary tools and utensils

A modern management guide: “human resources” and working capital? but land basic.

Arrangement of lists may reflect where tools were kept/used – eg – brewhouse, pantry, dairy, kitchen, barn (Grove (Beds) – complex of C11 buildings, Goltho, 

Wharram Percy)                                                                   OHP Wharram Percy

Labour service: i.   Haymaking, harvest – whole village

                          ii.  Service throughout year – on demesne by –

                               a.   tenants on warland – independent family farmers who paid

                                     taxes and performed trinodes necessitas (probably the freemen

                                     and sokemen).  See placenames: personal name  with  “ham”.           

                                    After Conquest these often became serfs.

                               b.   bordars, cottars, geburas (who were tied to estate insofar as                    

                                     they occupied a tied house)

 Village Layout                                             

DEFINITIONS: Village (Fr.) – sizeable settlement 

                            Vill – taxation unit (DB)

                            Township – small settlement, division of large parish     OHP 

                                                                                                   Townships and Parishes

                            Hamlet (Fr.) – small settlement

                            Tithing – 1/10 of a hundred (small settlements: also groups of 10 

                              men, associated with courts)

EARLY: egalitarian (or very high status, royal)           OHP’s West Stow (2), Mucking

                                                                                                             Hound Tor

MIDDLE: enclosures: ranking (annexes, buttressing, size) OHP’s Chalton, 

                                                                                                   Cowdery’s Down

“Mid-Saxon shuffle” (distinguish from “drift”): abandonment of higher sites in favour

 of valleys, lighter soils: soil exhaustion: break-up of multiple estates) OHP Raunds

“River estates” – valley for cattle: higher land for arable: uplands for sheep OHP 

                                                                                                                   Avon Valley

LATER:

1.   Greenside: E. Anglia – marginal land on outskirts of primary settlement used for 

      common grazing; population pressure causes shift to edges of common grazing.

                                                                          OHP’s Weasenham St. Peter, Longham

2.   Roadside: shift to main road (communications, possible roadside/crossroads 

      market).

3.   Solskrifte: (sun-division) – probably Scandinavian (E. of England – Wharram

      Percy?) – deliberate planning associated with field-system    OHP’s Solskrifte

                                                                                                      Wharram Percy

4.  Nucleation (from 650-1100 according to area).

     i.   mainly in “champion” areas, associated with open-field system, farmhouses in 

          villages (ref. Thaxted). 

     ii.  around local lords’ halls (Goltho).                                OHP North Elmham (2)

     iii  rising population associated with strong control

     iv  Danelaw – new administrative arrangements encouraged nucleation for tax

          purposes. 

Who was responsible for nucleation?

1.   Lords (planned villages, church/hall complex at end of village street)    OHP 

                                                                                                 Thaxted, Long Melford 

2.   Freemen/ceorls (as distinct from “unfree” villages).: Charlton/Carlton could be

      settlement of group of (possibly related) freemen (though also found near high 

      status sites and interpreted as subordinate to lord/king).: “interrupted row” 

      villages                                                                       OHP’s Village Forms,

                                                                                                 Kelsale/Carlton

