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KINGSHIP AND THE EMERGENCE OF POWERFUL KINGDOMS

Refer chronology – Heptarchy                                                     OHP Kingdoms

How did England get to this point – from 410?

Kingship (from cyning – cyn = kin: I.A. and .N. Germans had kings [Tacitus]}

Nature of kingship:-

i.    Protection – in exchange for tribute, tax (so a warrior, also needed “luck”)

                       -  awarded successful warriors with land for life (comitatus)

                           cf. Beowulf (mead hall – giving of rings p. 53)

ii.   Priestly (divine) – os  in Northumbrian kings’ names (heathen god)

                                 - Woden in genealogies (E. Anglia. Mercia, Wessex)    OHP

                                 - consecration, anointing (from end C8), coronation  E. Anglia

                                     (Edgar 973 – twice), “defender of the faith”

iii. Lawmaker – Ethelbert of Kent  - earliest known

iv. Coinage –Kent early (with iii, due to Merovingian influence?) 

With conversion:

v   Romanitas -filling a power vacuum (Sutton Hoo helmet, caser in genealogies)

                      - giving legitimacy, referring back to Roman heyday 

vi. “Gifts to gods” become “gifts to kings” – decline of grave goods

Bretwaldas (overkings) 

Not hereditary (but power could ensure this), ill-defined (but recognised by Church –

 Augustine sent to Ethelbert as rex anglorum), needed military power  Bede 107-8

Raedwald – iron stand in grave a thuf, tufa                                               “     132

Could be strengthened by:

i.   Baptism eg: Raedwald at Ethelbert’s court                         OHP S. Hoo gravegoods

ii.  Standing as godfather eg: Oswald for Cynegils of Wessex, at Dorchester

iii. Marriage eg: Offa’s daughters married to kings of Wessex and Northumbria          

iv.  Expansion into new areas eg. Edwin acquired Anglesey, Isle of Man

NB: also sub-kings – paid tribute, but held power in own areas.

Peripatetic kingship

i.   Going to food supplies at royal villas, thegns’ and bishops’ halls,  OHP Cowdery’s    

        monasteries                                                                                                Down

NB: tribute from conquered peoples or outlying estates “on the hoof”  OHP Yeavering

as well as treasure, coin.

Food renders Westbury-on-Trym  (quote) – “firma uniis noctis”
ii.  Asserting power – allowing access (cf. Wilfred)

Shared kingship (also N. Germany, Ireland) eg: Essex, Kent

i.   Territorial

ii.  Different peoples

iii. Committee rule

Members of ruling family (including queens) had quasi-royal status: could become kings by:

i.   inheritance (not necessarily primogeniture)

ii.  election (acknowledgment by witan)

iii. designation (by predecessor)

iv.  usurpation or conquest        NB still not settled on death of Edward the Confessor

Development of kingdoms

Building blocks:

i.   “Tribal” estates eg. Rodings                                         OHP Rodings

ii.  Roman estates/territories eg. Gt. Chesterford (persistence of boundaries)

       Gt. Tey                                                             OHPs Gt. Chesterford, Gt. Tey

    Bede refers to regiones (also in charters) eg. Winchcombeshire (Hwicce),

    -ingas names as petty kingdoms, rather than early settlement (Godalming –

    Godhelm)

Indeterminancy of kingdom boundaries – “spheres of influence” BUT bishoprics

 more definite (at least  those of Augustinian origin)

To what extent is there a reversion to Iron Age territories? Kent (Cantii), East Anglia

  (Iceni), Dumnonia (Dumnonii)?                                     OHP Iron Age territories

Ethnicity – “formed in the mind and not in the womb”

i.   mixing on the Continent before arrival in England (evidence of Continental cemeteries0

ii.  intermarriage

iii. deliberate creation – use of ethnic markers (jewellery, costume, pot style)

How and when did kingdoms “gell”? influence of Church, hierarchical society  developing, use of boundary markers?

Tribal Hidage – what was a hide? Northumbrian (or Mercian) document, late C7

                                                                                               2 OHPs Tribal Hidage

FA Cup analogy (conquest/coalescence/ marriage alliance)    Bassett 26-7

ESSEX

Extent

Trinovantian/Catuvellaunian kingdom (with S. Suffolk?)              OHP poss. kingdom

London included – also at various times Surrey (south ge-), Middlesex, N/W Kent, E.   

 Herts (absorbed by Mercia c.690)

Border with East Anglia not necessarily on Stour – Bures area confused, also upper 

 Stour.

Differences with East Anglia – freemen/sokemen as opposed to slaves, organisation 

 for tax.

Genealogy

i.   descent from Seaxnet (Germanic god=Baldur)                                OHP genealogy

ii.   “s” names.

iii.  shared kingship

Royal Vills

Chesterford area – Rickling (Ricula married Sledd)                  OHP Royal Vills

                            - Quendon

                            - Wendens Ambo (Roman villa)

                            - Wicken Bonhunt (high status site – hunting lodge?)

Many also Roman towns or settlements.

May only be seasonally occupied.

Prittlewell – king or royal?                                                        OHP Prittlewell

                      - if king, Sabert or Sigebert Sanctus?

                   - compare Lexden tumulus burial

How important was Essex?

i.   never a bretwalda-ship.

ii.  shrank rather than expanded (7,000 hides in Tribal Hidage, 2,700 in DB)

iii. large areas woodland, waste, marsh in DB                            OHPs DB

iv.few early/middle Anglo-Saxon cemeteries                              OHP cemeteries 

