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EN 2322 /3322
ANGLO-SAXON WOMAN
2003

COURSEWORK ESSAYS
The 2003 deadlines for assessed coursework are: Level 2 Weds 2 April; Level 3 Friday 4
April.
Select ONE

1. Current anthropological theory sees the deposition of grave-goods as ‘symbolic
messaging’. Select EITHER two contrasting female graves from the pagan period (5th-6th
centuries) OR one from the pagan and one from the conversion (7th century) period and
suggest the messages that can be read from them.
If you wish to do this essay it is essential that you see the Course Director at an early
point to discuss your choice of material and select an individual bibliography.

2. Do you think Anglo-Saxon women were winners or losers in the change from Germanic
paganism to Christianity?

3. With evidence from AT LEAST TWO texts show how the Anglo-Saxon literary concept of
a ‘good’ female character is often dominated by the concept of virginity and suggest reasons
for this obsession.

4. Using as evidence AT LEAST TWO female characters from Anglo-Saxon literary texts
discuss the proposition that in this period women were expected to think and act
independently, and were admired for it.

5. The history of women in the Anglo-Saxon period has traditionally been dominated by
‘famous names’ such as Hilda and Emma. Why is this and what alternative approaches can
you suggest?.




