EN 2322 /3322
ANGLO-SAXON WOMAN

Christian woman:
Church teaching and role models

Women feature in scenes from the life of Christ in early Anglo-Saxon Christian art. The
Ruthwell Cross (Dumfries and Galloway, Scotland) has several ‘feminine’ scenes on one
side; the Virgin Mary is pictured in Annunciation scenes on a stone cross from St Andrew’s
Auckland and the Genoels-Elderen Diptych, an ivory carving which may be Northumbrian. A
mother and child is among carvings on the Franks Casket, also Northumbrian, whalebone.
These are all probably 8th- century




EN 2322/ 3322

ANGLO-SAXON WOMAN
Body language

1 a and b Comment on the symbolic messaging of the reconstructed ‘Anglian woman’ and the
grave of a woman from Kent with shoulder brooches, a pair of brooches at the waist, beads
and pendants, crystal ball and silver spoon and gold brocading round her forehead.

2 Construct a set of symbolic messengers (i.e. objects) for yourself that might present your
identity. Would you choose the same criteria that the pagan Anglo-Saxons seem to have
chosen? Would you add more? Why did the Anglo-Saxons choose these things?




