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MISSIONARIES TO THE CONTINENT

Irish idea of missions – personal pilgrimage, “exile”

                                   - often for expiation

                                   - God-inspired; destination, purpose left to God

                                   - may – or may not- encompass conversion of heathen

Roman idea of missions – extension of Christendom (cf. Gildas’ denunciation of 

                                           Welsh, who did not attempt to convert heathen Britons)

                                               Talbot  (A/S Missionaries in Germany) – critical attitude

                                                towards Irish pp. viii-x

8TH-CENTURY MISSIONS TO GERMANY

1.   Purpose:

i.   Pope-directed: iconoclast movement in Greek church caused Pope to look towards West BUT as “vicar of St Peter” (Boniface called on authority of St Peter – pallium lay on St Peter’s tomb).

ii.  Supported by expansionary Frankish kings Pepin II, Charles Martel, Pepin III/ Carloman, Charlemagne (breakdown of Merovingian kingdom, succeeded by Carolingian).   Did Boniface anoint Pepin III as “king of the Franks”?

