WEA COLCHESTER 2008-9                 CLASS 1       Sept. 26

NEW LIGHT ON LATE ANTIQUITY

1.   Definition of late Antiquity – roughly period mid-C4 to mid-C8 – founding of Constantinople and the                             

        Eastern Roman Empire (which included N. Africa, Levant until Muslim conquests); division

          into East and West 395 under Honorius.

2.   Britain’s place in Late Roman Empire – developments in Roman Empire – why did it 

          collapse in the West? – overextended

                                             - plague

                                             - dynamics of change

          Byzantium – trade in tin, wine, pottery: Sutton Hoo gravegoods, Theodore of Tarsus and 

            Greek influence on the liturgy; censer from Glastonbury (C6-C7)

      Britain peripheral to Roman Empire (compare New Zealand – left to own devices?)

                     - developments in 4th century Britain – decline of towns, “privatisation”                   

                        of social life,  poss. decline of the economy, foederati  BUT evidence

                        conflicting (C4 Lindsey thriving rurally, but “dark earth” in Lincoln) 

                     - 410 Rescript of Honorius – Britons to look to own defences – Roman army

                         had been gradually withdrawn, but also late 4th century a period of

                         usurpers, barbarian raids, some kind of revolt – bacaudae?      QUOTE

                                                                                     Zosimus (Greek c.500) Snyder pp 2-3               

5th century -  concept of the “Dark Ages” (contrast independent Germanic tribes – Britain

                        sunk into tribal infighting, with dominant Romanised elite levying tax/tribute

                        (thus the idea of “sub-Roman” Britain, a “failed state” comparable to Bosnia,

                        Iraq; example of the Soviet Union – culture change, popn. decline)        

                    - continuity v. change debate (Faulkner v Dark – Pryor’s extreme view )

                    - difference between eastern and western Britain – what about Ireland and 

                       Scotland?  2 Western provinces of Roman Britain retained elements of

                       Roman law, administration, education in Latin, weights and measures

                       (Penitentials)          

                    - how cut off WAS Britain? importance of sea contacts (easier to get to 

                       France than Scotland even today) – natural links with N. France, Low 

                       Countries, Scandinavia (not in Roman Empire)        OHP Barbarian Kingdoms                                  

                    - cultural contacts – Church (St Germanus, Pelagianism)

                                                     trade (Tintagel Snyder pp 6-7, S. Cadbury etc).

                    - migration for ecological reasons – sea level rise, soil exhaustion

                    Within Britain
                    Villas – continuity of estates? (Tey)     OHPs  Fordham, Gt. Chesterford

                      Book of Llandaff – Roman estates>early medieval – C6 charters (doubtful)                   

                    Rural settlements – Heybridge (otherwise little excavation)

                    Towns (Wroxeter finally overwhelmed by Penda C7 Snyder p 8, Verulamium,

                      Gt. Chesterford, ?London St Martin-in-the Fields)                 OHP Wroxeter                         

                    Farming – little evidence of woodland regeneration, though poss. arable-to-

                     pasture (pollen)

                    Population decline? or movement? (Brittany)

                    Documentary evidence  (Patrick C5, Gildas C6 Snyder p 4) but mostly foreign, 

                     later, suspect.

                    Place-names (Latin, “wick” names – Wickham St Pauls, W. Bishops, rivers)                

                    Language – did people speak Latin? (memorial stones in west) -also Welsh,  

                        Gaelic, Irish, Cornish                                  OHP Inscribed Stones  

                    How did people FEEL – did they realise they were living in a period of change?  

                    (“The British survived by becoming English”)

         3.        Archaeological evidence

                    Settlements

                   Dating problems – how long did they last? 

                   Timber buildings leave little trace           OHP Wall construction

                   Gaps in occupation (Barton Court Farm)  BUT also continuity                    

                                                                    OHPs Barton Court, Orton Hall, Rivenhall

                   Hadrian’s Wall (Birdoswald – large building over Roman granaries – last

                     commander?)

                   Finds
                  Hoards – fear or tribute? (Hoxne and others)                OHP 4th century hoards

                  Burials (cemeteries continue in use)

                  Stray finds (MD, topsoil, often disturbed burials)

                  Field-walking – early AS pot v. friable, how long did  they go on using Roman 

                   pot, coins?

                  Pottery production continued in some places – BB ware, calcite-gritted ware (York)

         4.      Genetic evidence
                 No mass male migration or “ethnic cleansing”

                 Minor Anglo-Saxon migration – 5.5% ancestors to modern English population

REFS:                       Faulkner - Decline and Fall

                                  Pryor – Britain AD

                                  Baker – Essex and the Chilterns

                                  Transformation of the Roman World

                                  John Morris – Age of Arthur

                                  Esmonde Cleary – Ending of Roman Britain

                                  Lucy – Anglo-Saxon Way of Death

                                  Stenton

                                  C. Arch and Brit. Arch

                                  Internet

                                  Late Antiquity Conference

