Beowulf: Structure (Reflections/Predictions)

	Lines
	Distant Past
	Just prior to the Grendel fights (e.g. – 20-50 years).
	Danish Episodes
	Intervening period (50 years) – Hygelac’s raid on Frisia 521 AD
	Future, and time of Dragon episode

	1-52
	Story of Scyld
	
	
	
	

	53-63
	Beowulf > Healfdene >

Hrothgar
	
	
	
	

	63-82a
	
	Building of Heorot
	
	
	

	82b-86
	
	Vague reference to  feud with Ingeld [father-in-law; son-in-law] (see ll. 2024-69). Hrothgar’s daughter is married to Ingeld, son of Froda, king of the Heathobards. A long-running feud between the Danes and the Heathobards exists, and in 2024-69 Beowulf suggests that the Heathobards will restart the war.
	
	
	

	86-106
	
	Grendel is angered by the revelries in the hall. A minstrel sings of the world’s creation.
	
	
	

	107-114
	Story of Cain and Abel and the creation of monsters.
	
	
	
	

	II
	
	
	
	
	

	115-188
	
	Grendel’s attacks on Heorot last 12 years.
	
	
	

	III
	
	
	
	
	

	189-257
	
	
	Beowulf hears of the problems and sails to the Danes. He is met by a watchman.
	
	

	IV
	
	
	
	
	

	258-319
	
	
	Beowulf replies to the watchman. They journey to the hall
	
	

	V
	
	
	
	
	

	320-70
	
	
	Beowulf arrives at the hall and parleys with Wulfgar.
	
	

	VI
	
	
	
	
	

	371-455
	
	
	Hrothgar remembers Beowulf as a boy and allows him to enter. They parley.
	
	

	VII
	
	
	
	
	

	456-98
	
	
	Hrothgar tells of Beowulf’s father, Ecgtheow, who slew a Wylfing chief and had to flee Geatland. Hrothgar gave him sanctuary and paid off the wergild to the Wylfings.

Hrothgar explains history of Grendel.

There is a feast. 
	
	

	VIII
	
	
	
	
	

	499-558
	
	
	Unferth taunts Beowulf about the swimming contest with Breca. Beowulf replies giving his side of the story.
	
	

	IX
	
	
	
	
	

	559-581a
	
	
	Beowulf continues story of Breca.
	
	

	581b-661
	
	
	Beowulf taunts Unferth.

Beowulf declares he will fight Grendel.

There is a feast and Wealtheow is present. Beowulf repeats his boast. 
	
	

	X
	
	
	
	
	

	662-709
	
	
	Hrothgar leaves the hall. Beowulf declares he will fight Grendel hand-to-hand. The warriors wait.
	
	

	XI
	
	
	
	
	

	710-790
	
	
	Grendel attacks. Beowulf fights him.
	
	

	XII
	
	
	
	
	

	791-836
	
	
	Beowulf defeats Grendel. Grendel flees the hall.
	
	

	XIII
	
	
	
	
	

	837-73
	
	
	Joy at Heorot. The Danes ride to and from the mere. One sings a tale praising Beowulf.
	
	

	874-901?
	
	
	Singer tells the tale of Sigemund, who with his son Fitela kill Siggeir the dragon.
	
	

	901-15
	
	
	Singer shifts to tale of Heremod, a despotic Danish king from the past. He contrasts Heremod with Beowulf.
	
	

	916-24
	
	
	Danes return to Heorot.
	
	

	XIV
	
	
	
	
	

	925-990
	
	
	Hrothgar praises Beowulf. Beowulf replies. Grendel’s arm is examined.
	
	

	XV
	
	
	
	
	

	991-1049
	
	
	A feast is held. The poet states that there was no sign of treachery that was to appear at later times. 

Hrothgar gives Beowulf gifts (sign, banner, helm, corslet, jewelled sword, 8 horses).
	
	

	XVI and XVII
	
	
	
	
	

	1050-70
	
	
	Hrothgar gives gifts to Beowulf’s retainers, a poet begins to sing of Finn and Hnæf.
	
	

	1071-1159
	
	
	Tale of Finn and Hnæf (Finnsburg Fragment) probably there to show Danish heroism. 

Finn of the Frisians, marries Hildeburh, sister of Hnæf, daughter of Hoc, of the Danes (Scyldings). Hnæf is killed in a surprise attack when visiting his sister (episode in the Finnsburg Fragment). 

A truce is called by Hengest, a survivor of the Danes, combines with Guthlaf (Hunlafing?) and Oslaf and together, with a raiding party, attack the Frisians and kill Finn.
	
	

	1159-91
	
	
	The poet finishes and Wealtheow speaks to Hrothgar encouraging him to reward Beowulf but not to go too far. She is worried he will be elevated to the status of a son and argues that her sons Hrethric and Hrothmund will be looked after by Hrothulf
.
	
	

	XVIII
	
	
	
	
	

	1192-1201
	
	
	Beowulf is given two armlets and a torque (likened to the necklace Hama takes from the Brisings).
	
	

	1202-1214
	
	
	We are told that Hygelac (Beowulf’s lord) will wear the collar in a raid on Frisia, where he and many other Geats will be killed.
	
	

	1215-1250
	
	
	Wealtheow praises Beowulf. The banquet takes place. All retire to bed. The poet tells us that one is doomed to die.
	
	

	XIX
	
	
	
	
	

	1251-1306a
	
	
	Warriors fall asleep. We are told of Grendel’s mother.

Their lineage back to Cain is explained. And the fight with Beowulf is alluded to.

Grendel’s mother attacks the hall, and kills a retainer and takes him to her fen (Æschere).  She also takes Grendel’s arm
	
	

	1306b-1320
	
	
	Hrothgar despairs. Beowulf is summoned to the hall.
	
	

	XX
	
	
	
	
	

	1321-1382
	
	
	Hrothgar bemoans the loss of  Æschere and describes Grendel’s mother and the mere.
	
	

	XXI
	
	
	
	
	

	1383-1472
	
	
	Beowulf talks of bravery. He says he will kill Grendel’s mother. 

The approach to the mere. They see monsters and kill one.

Beowulf puts on his armour. Unferth lends him the sword Hrunting.
	
	

	XXII
	
	
	
	
	

	1473-1556
	
	
	Bewoulf asks that any treasure he wons should be sent back to Hygelac if is killed.

He enters the mere and searches for Grendel’s mother. She senses him. The fight begins.

Hrunting is proved useless. Beowulf would have died if the Lord had not helped him.
	
	

	XXIII
	
	
	
	
	

	1557-1590
	
	
	Beowulf finds a magic sword (made by giants) and kills Grendel’s mother. He then decapitates Grendel.
	
	

	1591-1605
	
	
	Meanwhile, outside the warriors see the blood in the water and fear Beowulf is dead. The Danes depart, but the Geats remain fearing the worst.
	
	

	1606-1650
	
	
	In the mere Beowulf’s sword melts. Beowulf takes the hilt and Grendel’s head (that is all though more treasure was lying around) and swims to the surface. 

The Geats rejoice. The carry Grendel’s head back to Heorot.
	
	

	XXIV and XXV
	
	
	
	
	

	1651-1698
	
	
	Beowulf tells Hrothgar he need no longer fear Grendel’s mother.

Hrothgar examines the sword hilt and sees it is from the time of the flood.
	
	

	1698-1784
	
	
	Hrothgar’s sermon.

Begins with the tale of Heremod and the cruelty he inflicted on the Danes.

Warns of succumbing to pride.
	
	

	1785-1816
	
	
	The warriors retire to rest.

Dawn breaks and they ready to depart.
	
	

	XXVI
	
	
	
	
	

	1817-1887
	
	
	Beowulf’s farewell speech to Hrothgar.

Hrothgar replies.

There is a sorrowful parting.
	
	

	XXVII
	
	
	
	
	

	1888-1930
	
	
	Beowulf goes to his boat.

They sail back to Geatland, and are met by a coastwarden. The treasure is unloaded and they go to Hygelac’s hall, where Hygd (the Queen) is also.
	
	

	1931-1962
	
	
	Story of Modthryth, who was an evil queen, married to Offa. Yet she gradually becomes wise.
	
	

	XXVIII and XXIX
	
	
	
	
	

	1963-2143
	
	
	Beowulf arrives at the hall. Hygelac is there.

Hygelac asks how the adventure went saying he had asked Beowulf not to go.

Beowulf tells of how he arrived at Hrothgar’s hall and saw Freawaru, Hrothgar’s daughter.

Lengthy digression on Freawaru. She is betrothed to Ingeld of the Heathorbards. The Danes and the Heathobards are enemies.

Bewoulf imagines an old Heathobard coaxing a young warrior into a fight over stolen heirloooms. 

Beowulf returns to the fight with Grendel and Grendel’s mother.
	
	

	XXXI
	
	
	
	
	

	2144-2199
	
	
	Beowulf finishes the story. He gives Hygelac various gifts, and is rewarded in  return. The poet states that previously people had questioned Beowulf’s character but not anymore.
	
	

	2200-2220?
	
	
	
	Hygelac dies, and then his son Heardred is killed by the Heatho-Scylfings (Swedes). Beowulf becomes king and rules for 50 years. A dragon awakes. 
	

	2221-2311
	
	
	
	
	An outlawed slave finds the dragon’s barrow.

The history of the treasure in the barrow as told by the Last Survivor. The dragon finds the barrow and stays there for 300 years.

The thief steals a goblet and takes it to his lord.

The dragon awakes, finds the goblet is missing, and burns the countryside.



	XXXIII
	
	
	
	
	

	2312-2353
	
	
	
	
	Beowulf hears of the dragons’ destruction. He resolves to fight the monster. He has a shield made that is fireproof.

Brief reference to fight with Grendel.

	2354-2390
	
	
	
	
	We are told more of the death of Hygelac in the Frisian raid, and how Beowulf escapes by swimming.

Returning to Geatland he is offered the throne by Hygd but refuses it and acts as a regent to Heardred.

Eanmund and Eadgils (outlawed nephews of Onela the Swedish king) seek refuge with Heardred. For this Onela, son of Ongentheow, attacks and kills Heardred. Beowulf gets the throne. 

	XXXIV
	
	
	
	
	

	2391-2396
	
	
	
	
	Beowulf avenges death of Heardred by helping Eadgils to kill Onela.

	2397-2459
	
	
	
	
	Beowulf and 12 others (including the slave) go to the dragon’s barrow.

Beowulf, gloomy, makes a speech. He tells of how, in his youth, King Hrethel had 3 sons (Herebeald, Hæthcyn, and Hygelac). Hæthcyn kills Herebeald but the murder could not be avenged.

Beowulf muses on the cruelty of fate and on a father losing a son.

	XXXV
	
	
	
	
	

	2460-2508a
	
	
	
	
	King Hrethel dies.The feud between the Swedes and the Geats is told. The Swedes kill Hæthcyn, but in revenge Eoofor kills King Ongentheow. Hygelac becomes king and bestows treasure to Beowulf. Beowulf is a loyal retainer and kills Dæghrefn, a Hugas (Frankish tribe), presumably on the Frisian raid when Dæghrefn was attempting to strip Hygelac’s body.

	2508b-2601
	
	
	
	
	Beowulf says he will fight the dragon with sword and armour. He refers back to his younger days, and the fight with grendel when he needed neither.

He advances on the barrow and joins combat with the dragon. His companions all flee, except one.

	XXXVI
	
	
	
	
	

	2602-2694
	
	
	
	
	Wiglaf joins the battle, son of Weohstan.

Via the history of Wiglaf’s sword we are told that Weohstan had killed Eanmund when the latter had fled King Onela’s court (Eanmund and Eadgils, sons of Ohthere, were onela’s nephews). Onela gave Weohstan the sword who gave it to his son, Wiglaf.

Wiglaf rebukes his companions and says he will fight with his lord.

In the fight Beowulf’s sword, Nægling, breaks and the dragon bites Beowulf.

	XXXVII
	
	
	
	
	

	2694-2751
	
	
	
	
	Wiglaf wounds the dragon and Beowulf kills it. But Beowulf is dying.

Wiglaf bathes his wounds.

Beowulf speaks, saying he has no son, but reflects on his good life. He then asks Wiglaf to show him the treasure.

	XXXVIII
	
	
	
	
	

	2752-2821
	
	
	
	
	Wiglaf enters the barrow and sees the treasure. He brings much of it out to Beowulf. 

Beowulf thanks God, and asks that a barrow is raised on the headland.

Beowulf gives Wiglaf his collar, and says Wiglaf is the last of the Wægmundings. Beowulf dies. 

	XXXIX
	
	
	
	
	

	2821-2895
	
	
	
	
	The poet says that nobody could have survived the fight with the dragon.

Wiglaf mourns the loss of his Lord. The cowardly companions return, and Wiglaf rebukes them, predicting their doom.

	XL and XLI
	
	
	
	
	

	2892-3057
	
	
	
	
	Wiglaf sends a messenger back who tells the people what has happened. 

The messenger tells the people and predicts trouble with the Franks and Frisians after Hygelac’s raid.

He then also predicts problems with the Swedes. There follows a lengthy explanation of the battle of Ravenswood. King Ongentheow of the Swedes kills Hæthcyn, and in retaliation the Geats attack and Eofor kills Ongentheow and strips him of his treasure.

He urges the people to pay their respects to Beowulf.

They go to his body and see the dragon.

	XLII
	
	
	
	
	

	3058-3136
	
	
	
	
	The poet muses over the final fight with the dragon.

Wiglaf again mourns the loss, and tells the people to look at the treasure and urges them to help him build a pyre. Seven thegns carry off the treasure, and the dragon is pushed over a cliff.

	XLIII
	
	
	
	
	

	3137-3182
	
	
	
	
	They build a pyre and cremate the body. A woman sings a dirge and fears for the future.

They build a barrow around the remnants of the pyre and put treasure in it.

12 warriors ride around the barrow and lament the loss of their king.


� Possibly refers to a future act of treachery by Hrothulf (see ll. 1017 onwards). This is contended.





