Ruin (after the Anglo-Saxon)
Bewilderment of walls        rubblized at random

city fractured        impotence of architects

imploded roofs        ruined towers

door hinges wrenched        mortar peppered with cordite

mangled joists        sheared and splintered

corroded by elements.        Dust’s grasp

bitter earth-grip        conceals casualties

vapourized   atomized        until the last survivors

are evacuated.        Now these ruined stumps

shall outlast nation after nation        blasted back to stone age

weather global catastrophe        their gutted beams withering.

Still the amputated ...        haemorrhages ...
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ingenuity in engineering

the highly-trained knit together        skilfully wound round

the wall-ribs        with high-tensile wire.

City-blocks gleamed        plumbed to perfection

gables braced with steel        reverberating din

the cafés and bars        crammed with human desire

until all that was challenged        by pitiless fate.

   Tall towers flat-lined        zero hour came

death dispatched        non-combatants

mosques and churches
        were laid waste

cities bled out        relief workers perished

civilians caught in crossfire.        Courts swim in blood

cantilevered ceilings        shatter   spitting

broken glass and tiles.        The target collapsed into ruin

reduced to rubble        where crowds

once sparkled        with jewellery and gadgetry

prosperous   successful        trading greetings and goods

contemplating 
        profit and investment

second cars        holiday homes

and luxury condos        in high-rise blocks.

   Courtyards breathed openly        fountains pumped

a circuitous flow of coolant        walls sheltered all

in comforting embrace        arterial cables and pipework

hot at the heart.        It worked.
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