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TOWN LIFE I;:  MAKING A LIVING: WAS THERE A LATE ANGLO-SAXON

INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION?

DEVELOPMENT OF TOWNS – POST-ROMAN

Continuity of town life OR “life in towns”?

Colchester

Lion Walk – 2 sfb’s, C5 and C7                                                 OHP Lion Walk

Culver Street – 1 sfb C7

Continued use of Butt Road and Guildford Road cemeteries (Saxon grave-goods)

Canterbury

32 sfb’s                                                                                       OHP Canterbury

Wroxeter

Rebuilding in wood in C5                                                          OHP Wroxeter

“Dark earth” – late or post-Roman layer on urban sites (humus, charcoal, small pieces of pot/tile, imported soil) – rubbish accumulation or cultivation?

Also “demolition dumps” – sources of building materials, firewood.

Most common early town origins Roman or ecclesiastical (or both – Canterbury, Winchester) -  BUT contrast Continental unbroken tradition. 

THE “WICS”
OR EMPORIA                                                            OHP Emporia

Originated in – periodic fairs (beached boats?)

                      - need for king to control cross-border movement AND obtain profits

                         from trade

Working/trading towns – not administrative or ecclesiastical centres (might have a “twin” e.g. Hamwih/Winchester

Hamwih                                                                                         2 OHP’s Hamwih        

Street grid -  not defended, though boundary ditch – houses similar size, with workshops.

Later moved to W. side of peninsula (more defensible) though much of earlier pattern of settlement survived (churches).   Royal vill till C10 (Viking attacks).   Main trade with mouth of Seine – most pot imported..

Ipswich                                                                                               OHP Ipswich

Developed from beach market? Buttermarket cemetery indicates probable presence of foreigners.   Pottery (Ipswich ware) to N, metalwork and other industries to W.

Lundenwic                                                                                          OHP London

Developed along Strand when walled area appeared to have been deserted.

BURHS                                                                                             OHP Wessex burhs

Viking attacks led to trade being conducted in defended (usually inland) areas.   Planned layout/defences/encouragement of trade, industry and settlement (thus giving a reason and personnel for defence).                 OHP’s Wallingford/Wareham, Maldon

Burhs often at a nodal communication point so markets developed and were afforded protection.   Linkage with mints.

WHAT DISTINGUISHED A TOWN FROM A VILLAGE?

“A community of substantial population size and density that shelters a variety of non-agricultural specialists, including a literate elite” - giving rise to:-

 - a market

 - a mint

 - defences

 - planned street system

 - urban-type houses and plots

 - complex religious organisation

How were towns provisioned? – through markets

                                                  - “liberties” – land held outside walls by inhabitants

                                                  - cultivation inside walls

Evidence – archaeological (dependent on development, so piecemeal) OHP Chester

                - documentary (charters, laws, gild statutes, A/S Chronicle, Domesday)

URBAN INDUSTRIES

Pottery

Ipswich (early, wheel-thrown, kiln-fired)                 OHP Ipswich Ware Distribution

Thetford                                       ) all gave names to types and continued

St. Neots                                      )  after Conquest

Stamford (first glazed)                )   

also York, Norwich, Lincoln and other towns

NB: all Danelaw towns – pottery industry more advanced and developed than in the West – copied continental wares.

Textiles

Domestic production, but loomweights etc are evidence.   Possible introduction of horizontal loom.   Wool and linen, possibly silk (mulberries at York?)

Metalworking

Ipswich – ferrous and non-ferrous.

York – in second phase at Coppergate metalworking absent – moved out to less populated area?)   Iron alloy and pewter jewellery produced for mass market.

Stamford

The following need good conditions for preservation:-

Leather

York – finished goods and offcuts (tanning probably outside town) OHP’s shoes,

                                                                                                       knife scabbards

Gloucester                                                                                                      

Durham

Bone, horn and antler

Bone-working in most towns.

Horn – horn cores

Antler – much found at Ipswich

Woodworking

Carpentry and building in all towns.

Turning – bowls etc. from York                                                               OHP bowls etc

Cooperage

Glass-making

Hereford

Lincoln

LIVING AND DYING

York – small, closely-packed buildings: cesspits and wells in backyards and in proximity to each other: intestinal parasites, flies, fleas: ground level rose as rubbish accumulated and buildings decayed. (London similar – No.1 Poultry)

Norwich – churchyard excavation under Castle bailey (area of crowded streets) provides skeletal evidence of poverty (BUT London cemeteries show well-nourished, tall Saxon population).

WAS THERE A LATE SAXON INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION? (post-878)

Factors of production:-

Land – efficiently organised and farmed (open-field system, reeves)

Labour – population growth post-900 (how efficient was A/S slave labour?)

             - high levels of skill, specialisation

Capital  - wood, metal technology well-developed (complex watermills)

Entrepreneurship – church (continuity)

                             - landowners (surplus invested in trade, towns?)

Evidence of prosperity – Domesday Book

                                      - quantity of coinage – well-regulated 

Parallels with C18-C19 – agrarian efficiency/extension of margin of cultivation

                                       - moderate population rise

                                       - urbanisation

                                       - trade 

                                       - non-economic factors (education, unified well-organised

                                          state, law)

Economic effects of the Vikings:

i.   disruption “loosened up” system – people tied to land displaced, wealth of monasteries released.

ii.  dynamic traders and seamen – opened up new trade routes to East (Arabs) and North.

iii. stimulated urban growth (Five Boroughs, Jorvik): need for defensive strongpoints 

led to growth of towns

iv.  stimulated need to produce surplus (to pay Danegeld etc) – so incentives for innovation (comp. Napoleonic Wars)

BUT led to exploitation – of slaves (higher proportion than in most of Europe)

                                       - of peasants (through the manorial system)

                                       - through regressive taxation (see Domesday)

This system grew and prospered, leading to large-scale enterprises such as Cistercian sheep estates UNTIL combination of overpopulation (in relation to existing technology) and climatic deterioration led to malnutrition and Black Death.

