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TOWN LIFE II: LONDON AND OTHER IMPORTANT TOWNS

LONDON

Documentary Sources                                              OHP Roman/Saxon London
Bede                                                                   see notes p. 57

Anglo-Saxon Chronicle                                             “          57

Asser                                                                          “          58

Charters                                                                      “          58

Writs                                                                           “          58-9

Laws                                                                           “          59      

 III Edgar: “and there shall be one system of measurement, and one standard of 

   weights, such as in use in London and Winchester”. (c.960)

8 mints – London pre-eminent town.   Took off after 950.

Government: divided into wards: hustings courts: folk-moot on the hill at the side of St. Paul’s.   Army guard on gates: citizens had duty of “watch and ward”.

Trade: emphasis on wool and cloth trade with Flanders, arch, evidence shows trading with Rhineland.  A trading rather than manufacturing town (Cheapside, Eastcheap)

Archaeology

1984 search of Museum of London collections showed many in Strand area (mid-

A/S) and in City (late-A/S).

Lundenwic (Aldwych)

Covent Garden

Royal Opera House: metalled main N/S road: clay/wattle/wooden buildings along metalled alleys.   Finds:  imported pot, glass, quernstones: Ipswich ware: boneworking, cloth manufacture..   

London Transport Museum: C6 (or earlier) cremations and inhumation: first Lundenwic cemetery found.                          

C9 desertion – probable Viking raids.from 820 on: late coin hoards.

Lundenburh

Scattered finds – pot etc.   Milk Street sfb.   Street pattern mainly non-Roman, though gates remained.

Bull Wharf/Queenhithe                                                                 2 OHP’s Queenhithe

C9 timber trestles/walkways – barge beds

C10 wharves – re-used timber from boats (English and Frisian) and buildings (aisled hall)

C11 massive timber embankment and large timbers laid on ground (to prevent or direct trading?)

Billingsgate, New Fresh Wharf                                                      OHP Reconstruction

C11 clay/silt bank, stakes (for jetties?)

No. 1 Poultry                                                                                  OHP No. 1 Poultry
Rows of narrow buildings with earth floors, timber or brickearth partition walls along Poultry, Bucklersbury.   Market  (cobbled) over former Roman road junction.

Church (St. Benet Sherehog)  middle/late C11: stone, with rough long-and-short work..

Drapers Gardens
3 hanging bowls with zoomorphic ornament and Late Antique container found in Roman well, coin-dated to post-395.

Cripplegate                                                              OHP C ripplegate

Roman fort.   Tradition of royal palace.   Aldermanbury – ealdorman?   Layout and positioning of St. Alban, Wood Street and St. Mary Aldermanbury suggest some continuity on site (other site for palace could be Guildhall – Roman amphitheatre).

Outside the wic and burh                                          OHP Roman and Saxon London

Westminster
Semi-island suburb: abbey held estates between Oxford Street and river – rebuilding ordered by Edward the Confessor.   

Southwark
Marsh and gravel eyot in Lambeth.

Burghal Hidage fort  with 1800 hides, coin of Alfred, but no trace of defences or settlement until the Norman period.   St. Mary Overy (Norman) on site of earlier church.

St. Martin-in-the Fields

Late Roman sarcophagus burial 390-430.   Part of A/S pot c.500.   Cabochon pendant in grave of woman c.650, hanging-bowl, palm cup.   C18 excavation produced Roman sarcophagus (re-used?) with 2 palm cups, “ashes”.

Are recent excavations showing i. some degree of continuity

                                                    ii. more dispersed settlement in London area?

                                                                                           OHP Viking Age London

COLCHESTER

Danes probably used Colchester as “winter quarters” after 850 but little sign of their presence.   917 reconquest and repair by Edward the Elder.

Little evidence of true town life until after c.900.   Replanning using standard unit of measurement? (similar to Winchester, London near river?)           2 OHP’s Colchester

Population c2000 (note “Liberties”)                                         OHP Population

Only 1 out of 33 moneyers had a Scandinavian name, 87% of known population had English names.

Port: C7 Merovingian pot found at Old Heath. The Hythe a later replacement?

St. Runwald’s: was this built in the wide market area, or in the angle of two Roman streets? (3 saints of that name – poss. Mercian child saint).

IPSWICH                                                                                               OHP Ipswich

C7-8 – developed with pottery industry and monetary economy; first bridge. (possible wic of E. Anglian kings – traces of gridded area).

C8-9 – urban development in St. Stephen’s Lane area: houses end on to street, industry in back yards, inc. metal-working.

Early boats were beached: then traces of piles, revetments.   Frisians dominated North sea trade, so much imported pot inc. Frisian, Tating..

Later defensive ditch - D-shaped Danish defences (Thingstead to N. of town).                       

C10 mint – 4 moneyers.

C10-11 decline probably due to Danish attacks and growth of nearby towns 

DB shows further decline 1066-86: 538 burgesses; 10 churches.(popn. c3000)

                                                                                                OHP E. Anglian towns

WINCHESTER                                                                                    OHP  Winchester        

Roman town, probably deserted C5-C7: but cemeteries and settlements around town and useful ford.

643 Cenwalh ordered church to be built (Old Minster) – soon seat of bishop.   Possible thegnly residence in Lower Brook Street.

835 Vikings stormed town – 500 glass fragments at The Brooks points to destruction of churches but also to glass industry.

Alfred developed Winchester as a burh, repairing Roman wall, draining flood-plain in S/W corner and laying out street grid (street names indicate trades –Fleshmonger, Shoemaker).   Suburbs grew up.   Old Minster enlarged.

Edward the Elder founded New Minster beside it: Nunnaminster founded by Alfred’s widow.

6 mints (from 895); minting continued till mid-C.13.

SLIDES  - Towns

