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INTRODUCTION & ADVICE
This is a gazetteer of and brief guide to 186 churches (136 with photographs) within a “day-trip” of Oxford and which have been authoritatively reported as having “in situ” structural remains of either, Anglo-Saxon date or of early post Conquest date but in the Anglo-Saxon manner. It is hoped that the guide will encourage an interest in the many small parish churches in the area with only fragmentary Anglo-Saxon remains. Churches are not included if they only have, for example, a carved cross which is not in situ. It is hoped that the guide will widen the horizons of those interested in such churches but unable to travel the length of the country to visit those few which are fairly complete and well known. If a tour of several churches is planned, it is wise to top-mark on a road map (4” to the mile) those in an area of interest, in order to cover adjacent counties.                                                                                                       

The gazetteer covers Oxfordshire and the counties immediately next to it and, less completely, others from Herefordshire to Cambridge and Northants to Hants.  A brief index is included at the end. The gazetteer and the photographs are in the same order, that is to say, alphabetical by place within alphabetical by county.
Each entry in the gazetteer is headed by a place name, a dedication, the Period Code (see below), a map reference, brief directions to the church and, in most cases the words “see photofile” followed by one or more alphanumeric codes (eg Bu01) followed by descriptive wording. The code refers to the images displayed in code order in one of 47 Photo Archives. Ease of access to each image is aided by an underlined note in the gazetteer against the first image in each Photo Archive. From an image reference, scroll up to the first note of a Photo Archive.  An entry for a church can therefore be matched to a relevant picture code and viewed beside it. At the end of each entry is a coded note of sources for the article, details of which can be viewed in the section of the gazetteer entitled “A key to references in the text”.
The Period Code
This is a system devised early last century and widely used since. Anglo-Saxon churches are difficult to date accurately and the codes give an approximate range.
The codes and dates are as follows: 

A1 = 600 – 650   A2 = 650 – 700    A3 = 700 – 800     From Augustine’s mission to the major         Viking  raids.

B1 = 800 – 850   B2 = 850 – 900    B3 = 900 – 950     The period of the Viking invasions.

C1 = 950 – 1000 C2 = 1000 -1050  C3 = 1050 -1100  From the Monastic Revival through the         “Overlap” with Norman influence.
You will note that most churches are shown as period C or C3. Most stone churches date from about 950 AD to 1100 or 1150 AD

Note that the compass points are abbreviated to letters (e.g. South West as SW) and Anglo-Saxon to AS.

It will help touring visits if place names of churches are “top marked” on a road map (4 miles to an inch).

_________________________________________________________________________________
THE GAZETTEER
BEDFORDSHIRE

BEDFORD - St Mary - Saxo-Norman - TL052494. On the east side of St Marys Street, south of the river.
Start of  Photo Archive 1 - See photofile  Be01 - Exterior of the south transept.

                       Be 02 - Exterior of the south transept.
The church was deconsecrated in 1975 and is now used as offices by the County Archaeology Dept. It has a central tower from which open N and S transepts, an aisled nave and a chancel. Essentially Norman, it has an irregular ground plan which suggests the re-use of earlier foundations. In 1959 repairs to the E and W walls of the S transept revealed the cut away remains of early single splay windows. They are in walls 3' thick with side alternate quoins of small stones. The S wall includes herring-bone work. The windows are no later than very early Norman, and may be Saxo-Norman.

Ref: T & T 1965: Smith 1966: Smith 1974: Taylor 1978: Fernie 2000. There is a booklet available to purchase.
BEDFORD - St Peter - Period C - TL051501. At the intersection of the A6 and the A428.
The church comprises an aisled nave, an axial tower and a chancel (a little wider than the tower) with a modern vestry to its N. It is believed that the tower was originally a W porch (raised to a tower in the AS period) and that the present chancel is the shortened AS nave. The tower was restored in the 19th c but, apart from the battlements is AS. The belfry openings are 19th c and the square headed window on the N face is medieval, though the arch of the window it replaced is visible above it. The other window in that face is AS as is the trace of another to its W. The heads of other AS windows are on the S face on each side of the top of the clock.  Inside the nave, the lower W quoins of the tower are of long and short work and made of very large stones, but from outside, the upper parts of all the quoins are of flat rubble, indicating their raised height. Outside, most of the SW quoin of the chancel is AS long and short work. The NW quoin, in the vestry, is similar. Both the tower arches are later, but there is an AS doorway (with a carved stone in the jamb) above the arch as seen from the chancel, which might have given access to a W gallery in the original nave. The walls of the tower are 2' 9" thick and of the chancel 2' 10".  

Ref: T & T 1965: Smith 1966: Fisher 1962 (Article).
BIDDENHAM- St James –Period C – TL014499 - 2 miles from Bedford on the A428 Northampton Road (Church End, Biddenham MK40 4AS).
The SE quoin of the nave is rubble. It appears to be of the same date as the early Norman chancel arch and the S wall of the nave, cut through with a 15th c arcade but with a surviving single splay early Norman window.The wall is 2’7” thick, which suggests AS influence surviving into the 12th c 

Hare 1971: VCH Beds III 1912 pgs163&4: Pevsner 1968.

CADDINGTON – All Saints – TL064198 – 4miles SE of Dunstable E of A5 and W of M1.
Hare notes Pevsner’s  comment that the W quoins of the formerly aisles nave “look AS and may be of the 11th c”. Hare considered that the quoin gave no clear indication of date. A note on the internet does not doubt that there was an AS church here before the Conquest but does not suggest that  anything so early is visible. 

Hare 1971: Pevsner 1968.

CARLTON – St Mary the Virgin – Period C - SP952549 – 4 miles W of Bedford, north of the A428 to Northampton..

 See photofile Be03 – The church from the north east
                       Be 04- The blocked Anglo-Saxon window between the two gothic windows.
Hare shows clear evidence of a two cell late AS church and a later AS or Saxo-Norman W tower. He points to the fact that all the quoins and facings are of rubble and the walls of the chancel are thin      (2’8”). The outside of the N wall of the chancel shows a blocked round headed window with both jambs and head made of rubble, the stones of the latter being non-radial. The window was probably double splayed but this cannot be proved without invasive investigation. However the size of the outside face, 2’1” x 3’10”, would be very large for an early single splay window. Little remains of the nave except the size its plan, but it is probably contemporary with the chancel. Only the lower parts of the tower are early, and probably a little later than the chancel and nave.
Hare 1971
CLAPHAM - St Thomas-a-Becket - Period C - TL035525 – 2 miles N of Bedford, off the A6.
 See photofile Be05 - West door of tower.   
This, one of the first two churches to be recognised as AS, was rebuilt a few years later, in 1861. Only the tower, which has a Norman belfry, and the W bay of the nave were not restored. The W door was probably rebuilt in its original form, as was certainly the case with the chancel arch. Note the seven round headed double splayed windows in the tower, all made of rubble without any dressed stone. The tower and the chancel arch, which is of dressed stone and of plain square form, both appear to be AS. The W responds of the nave arcades are remains of the earlier nave and are 2' 8" thick. The difficulties of dating AS work have been highlighted by the assertion that the “AS” lower part of the tower and the “Norman” belfry are of one build. 

Refs: T & T 1965: Smith 1966: Taylor 1978: Fernie 1983 and 2000: Fisher 1962 (Article).
GREAT BARFORD – All Saints – Period, probably C – TL134517 – 6 miles NE of Bedford W 
of A421 to St Neots.
Hare comments on Pevsner’s 1968 note that “The nave E quoins have long-and-short work, i.e. must be Anglo Danish”. Hare saw no trace of long and short on the NE quoin. The SE quoin has long stones
but no short bonding stones. The long stones are evidence of AS, but may be reused material.
Hare 1971.
HARROLD – St Peter’s – Period C – SP954567 - 8 miles NW of Bedford. Take A428 and turn right at Lavendon. 
See Photofile Be06 – The church from the south east. 

                      Be 07 - North wall of the nave showing the top of the arcade.
The nave walls are tall (25’) and thin (2’5”) and the 13th c arches of the N arcade are of unequal spans separated by piers rather than columns. It is probable that the arcade was cut through the existing wall, which must therefore be either Norman or AS. The height and thinness of the wall suggests the latter and the rubble construction of the E quoins supports the case for an AS nave wall.
Hare 1971

.
KEMPSTON – All Saints – Period C - TL015480 – 2miles SW of Bedford near B531. 
See photofile Be08 - The church from the south east. 

                      Be09 – Blocked Anglo-Saxon window in the south wall of the chancel.
                      Be10 -  North wall of the chancel. Blocked window above mausoleum roof. 

There is a blocked window visible on the outside of each of the chancel walls. That on the N side is only partly visible above the roof of a 19th c mausoleum. That on the S is above and E of a two light 15th c window. The visible jambs and head are of rubble similar to that at Charlton and the window is 2’5” wide, making it unlikely to be the external face of a single inwardly splayed opening. The windows are in walls of random rubble 2’10” thick in the W end of the chancel, which was extended in coursed rubble, probably in the 13th c. The church was enlarged about 1200 but the thin wall survives in the E wall of the nave and is in bond with the chancel. Modified parts of the original SE quoin are also visible. It is probable that the windows described and associated walls are part of a two cell AS church.

Hare 1971

KENSWORTH COMMON – St Mary the Virgin – Period, Saxo-Norman –Follow A489 (Tring / Dunstable) and take A4540 past Whipsnade Zoo and follow into Kensworth. Take either of two left turns to Church End. 
Start of Photo Archive 2 - See photofile Be11- The Church from the south west.
                      Be12- Interlace carving on the impost on the west side of the tower arch.
Fisher  says “The nave and part of the chancel probably c. 1100”. The leaflet in the church dates it to about 1150, on the site of an earlier church recorded in Domesday. The nave and chancel are Norman with thick walls of roughly coursed and partly herringbone flint and rubble, and stone quoins. The N windows are single splayed with monolithic round heads and concentric grooves on the outer face. If these are original they probably reflect AS influence. The chancel arch, the S doorway and the tower arch are typically Norman. The latter two have untypical carved features on the imposts and over the arches. The tower arch is the original W door, predating the 15c tower. The best carvings are visible from within the tower, normally closed by a locked door. These must represent a resurgence of AS influence, possibly similar to that at Barford St. Michael (Oxon). The leaflet suggests sources and subject matter for some of the work. 
Ref: Fisher 1962: Smith 1966.
LUTON – St Mary’s – Period unknown – Church Street, Luton, LU1 3JF.
Mee’s Guide to Bedfordshire mention’s a corbel which he thought was AS. Smith describes a very weathered human face, originally deeply cut but very untypical of AS work. The weathering suggests that it is outside the church.

Smith 1966

PODINGTON – St Mary the Virgin – 3 miles S of Rushden.
Smith refers to two older sources. Mee’s Guide to Bedfordshire 1948, mentions ASwork. VCH 1908 Vol 3 says that the  angles of an aiseless  nave, visible on the outside could be 12th c or earlier. Smith could find nothing that could be ascribed definitely to the AS period. Smith 1966.

RISELEY – All Saints  - Period unknown – TL039631 – 8 miles N of Bedford between the A6 and the B660. 
See Photofile Be13- The church from the south east.
                      Be14- Blocked window in the nave wall, partly behind the porch wall.
                      Be15- Head of blocked window visible inside the porch.
The S aisle and chapel of the church was, until the 15th c the nave. The aisle is of rubble, only 2’3” thick and 21’6” high. These dimensions suggest an AS date.  A blocked window in the aisle wall is largely hidden by the E wall of the S porch. The W jamb and part of the head are visible inside the porch. The apex is visible outside about 7@ above ground level. The width of the original opening is difficult to measure, but was between1’4” and 1’9”. The window seems to have been about 1’8” high and, although very low for an AS window, it might have been in a similar relation to an original S door as that at Newton Blossomville, about 10 miles away. Alternatively it could be the remains of a tall very narrow doorway, similar to those at Somerford Keynes (Gloucestershire ) or Limply Stoke (Wiltshire). Hare 1971.
SHELTON – St Mary the Virgin – Period C – TL034688. 12 miles N of Bedford and 4 miles E of Higham Ferrers. 
Start of Photo Archive 4 - See Photofile Be16 – The church from the south showing the high, short and thin walled nave. 

                      Be17 -  The south east quoin of the nave which may be Anglo-Saxon.
The present nave arcades are probably 12th c but the SE quoin suggests an earlier aisleless nave with walls 2’6” thick indicating an AS date.
Hare 1971
STEVINGTON - St Mary the Virgin - Period C - SP991536 – 4 miles NW of Bedford. 
See photofile Be18 – South doorway in tower from the south aisle. Originally external.
                      Be19- Window in south wall of tower, from the aisle.
Only the lower part of the tower, up to the string-course, is AS. Because the medieval aisles entirely flank the tower, only the W face can be seen from outside. Compared with the W walls of the aisles the tower it is made of relatively large undressed stones, particularly in the quoins. Inside the church both faces of the N and S walls of the tower are visible. In the S wall there is a tall narrow doorway, originally an entrance to the church, with a double splayed window above it. The latter has an apparently original wooden board in the centre, with the window aperture formed in it. There is another window in the N wall. All are formed of a mixture of rubble and larger stones and much of the detail of the door has been worn away, reflecting the lack of good building stone in the area. The walls of AS towers are often as thick as 4', but these are only 2'. 
Ref: T & T 1965: Smith 1966:Taylor 1978: Blair 2005: Fisher 1962. There is a published guide available in the church.
THURLEIGH - St Peter’s – TL051584 – Period uncertain – 5 miles N of Bedford E of A6 and W of B640.

Hare rejects Pesvner’s 1968 view that the crossing tower and the S doorway in it are AS. A drawing of the doorway in 1813 shows unweathered detail of billet moulding and zig-zag which are typically Norman features. The arch also has two orders which was rare before the Conquest The tower also has typically Norman proportions.
Hare 1971
TURVEY - All Saints - Period C3 - SP940525 – 6 miles WNW of Bedford just east of the A428.
See photofile  Be20 -  Blocked doorway over the tower arch, looking east.
 Start of Photo Archive 5 - Be21 -  South arcade & west wall of nave showing ancient roof line.
The church has a W tower, an aisled nave and a chancel with flanking chapels. Much of the church appears medieval as a result of 19th c restoration. The S wall of the nave is AS on the evidence of two window heads above the later arcade. There is the line of a former roof and the remains of an upper door in the W wall. Between the third and fourth arch from the W on both sides of the nave there is a pier rather than a column and it is suggested that this marks the end of the AS nave. Both walls are between 2' 6" and 2' 9" thick. On this limited evidence, the N and W walls of the nave may also be AS. 
Refs: T &T 1965: Smith 1966:Taylor 1978: Fisher 1962. A useful description is on the internet at allsaintsturvey.
BERKSHIRE
BOXFORD – St Andrews – period, probably C - 4 miles NW of  Newbury.

See photofile Br01 – The Church from the SE.

Br02 – The newly revealed window, about 3 metres from the E end and 2 metres from                          the ground.

In 2010, while Victorian cement render was being stripped from the outside walls of the nave and chancel, a double splayed window was uncovered in the N wall of the chancel. Visible only from the outside, the window is unusual in retaining a central wooden board with the window opening in it and unique in still having an internally hinged shutter. A new booklet is in course of preparation.
Ref:  Rodwell 2012.

BUCKLEBURY – St Mary’s – Period, probably C - 3 miles NE of Thatcham.
See photofile Br03     – The church from the south west.

Start of  Photo Archive 6 - Br04     -  The south east quoin.

Fisher, who is my only documentary source, says   “E parts of the N & S walls & SE quoin.”
The church comprises nave (part Anglo-Saxon), chancel (17th or 18th c), west tower (14th c) a north aisle (13th & 14th c) and north chapel (Norman). The porch is 17th c but rebuilt. The north and south walls of the nave are Anglo-Saxon from the east, west to include the south window west of the porch. All the windows, doorways and arches in the early walls are Norman or later. The interior of the church is wholly plastered leaving no clue to date, except that the arcade has been cut through earlier walls leaving very long piers between the arches. More secure evidence of Anglo-Saxon work is the south east quoin of the nave, with large stones in walls that are otherwise faced with flint. A book let including a history and plan of the church is available and a copy of the plan was displayed in the porch when I visited it. 
Ref: Fisher 1962.
WALTHAM ST LAWRENCE – St Lawrence – Period, probably 11th c - 4 miles SW of Maidenhead. 

Fisher says “Probable (AS); very thin N & S walls”. The VCH confirms that the nave walls are only 2ft thick.
See photofile Br05 – The church from the south east showing the nave masonry above the aisle roof.

The original nave is wholly surrounded by gothic and later additions. Inside, only the nave walls above the inserted arcades are preserved. The inside walls appear to be plastered. Fisher apparently observed no Anglo-Saxon features. But for the band of rough masonry visible above the south aisle roof there would be little evidence of an early origin. However we may speculate that the plan of a pre-Conquest church is preserved in the lines of the nave arcade. I was unable to enter the church, so I am unable to say whether a guide book is available.
Ref: Fisher 1962: VCH (Victoria County History, Berkshire Vol. 3, 1923, pages 179-184).
WICKHAM - St Swithin’s - Period C - SU394715 – 5 miles NW of  Newbury. 
See photofile Br06- The tower from the north-west. 

                      Br07- The typical Anglo Saxon belfry opening on the north side.
                      Br08- The blocked doorway on the south side of the tower.

The church was drastically restored in 1845, leaving only the original tower, to which a pseudo Norman belfry was added. The early part of the tower, 40' high, is of flint with Long and Short quoins. In the S face 8' up is a blocked round headed doorway, but only the arch is original. The floor to which this led is the lowest. The two floors above both have a double splayed window in the W face and the upper of these has typical double belfry windows in the N and S faces. Fisher thought that the tower was older than the AS nave, demolished in 1845. It was suggested that the tower might originally have been built for defensive purposes. 
Ref: T & T 1965: Taylor 1978: Fisher 1962 (Article). A leaflet is available in the church.   
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE                                                                                          

BRADENHAM – St Botolph – Period unknown - 4 miles NW of High Wycombe. 
Start of Photo Archive 8 - See photofile Bu01- Early south doorway.
Fisher, who is my only source, says “Nave possible (AS) but doubtful.” 

A visit and other enquiries suggest that the church has been heavily restored. The outside of the walls are faced in cut flint and the inside is wholly plastered. I could see no evidence of date. A date of 1100 AD has been claimed for the nave walls and the S doorway, which is reputed to be the oldest in Buckinghamshire. A small church built about 40 years after the Conquest might be expected to show AS influence.
Ref: Fisher 1962: Bailey 2003.
CLIFTON REYNES – St Mary the Virgin – Period unknown - SP899513 – 1 mile E of Olney. 
See photofile Bu02 – Nave and west tower arch with doorway over it. 

                      Bu 03- The church looking south west.
There are no definite features but the nave is relatively long and narrow with tall thin walls

Inclusion in Taylor and Taylor’s appendix B in volume II indicates an uncertain case. 
Ref: T & T 1965 (App. B): Bailey 2003: A published guide is available in the church.
FINGEST – St Bartholomew – Norman – 6 miles north west of Marlow.

See Photofile Bu04 – The church from the south.
The church is documented as Norman. However the west tower is 19’4’’ square internally and looks like a “nave church” such as Earls Barton. Perhaps the church was built in the Anglo-Saxon tradition after the Conquest. I have no academic reference to support this suggestion. 

HARDWICK - St Mary - Period C - SP806190 – 3 miles N of Aylesbury. 
See photofile Bu 05 – Nave looking east.  Note ancient window over the north door. 
                      Bu06 - Ancient window over the north door.
The church now comprises a W tower a spacious unaisled nave with a N porch, and a chancel. Only the nave has a claim to be AS and this must be in doubt because of the thickness of the walls (3' 4"). In support is the double splayed window over the N porch which looks AS. There is another double splayed window high in the S wall with Gothic tracery in the aperture which could be a later insertion. About 15 feet W of this window are the faint remains of an arch. It has been suggested that this might be the remains of a window or the entrance to a W gallery.

Ref: T & T 1965: Fisher 1962: Bailey 2003.
IVER - St Peter - Period C3 - TQ040811- 3 miles S of Junction 1 of the M40. 
See photofile Bu 07 – Blocked window in the N nave wall, from the nave.
                      Bu08 -  Blocked window in the N nave wall, from the aisle.
                      Bu09 - Anglo- Saxon quoin between the chancel and aisle walls.
Comprising a W tower, an aisled nave with clerestory and a chancel with a modern extension to the N nave aisle, the church looks Gothic from outside. The AS evidence is quite clear. Outside the church, the SE quoin is flint with bonding courses of Roman tiles. Due to the modern extension, the similar NE quoin is now inside the church with parts of the N wall of the AS nave and chancel adjacent to it. Also inside is a blocked round-headed double splayed window, with decorative mouldings which can be seen from both sides of the N nave arcade. The wall above and between the arches is 2' 9" thick. Fernie considers that the church is late, perhaps about 1150.
Ref: T & T 1965: Taylor 1978: Fernie 2000: Fisher 1962: Bailey 2003.
LAVENDON - St Michael - Period C - SP915536 – On the A428,  3 miles NE of Olney. 
Start of Photo Archive 9 - See photofile Bu10 – Blocked doorway within frame of much earlier doorway.
                      Bu11 - The same doorway as Bu10.
The church comprises a W tower, an aisled nave and a chancel. Of these, the tower up to the string course, the central nave above the later arcades and the S wall of the chancel are AS. The upper windows in the tower are larger than the others and were probably the belfry openings. All its windows and the quoins are made of rubble and small flat stones. Outside the church, in the angles between the W and E walls of the aisles and, respectively, the tower and the chancel, the four quoins of the original nave are visible as a change in the size of the stones used. The S wall of the chancel has a blocked Gothic doorway with traces of a former round headed window above it. This and the nature of the stonework suggest an AS date. There is a trace of a curve in the E end of this S wall suggesting a former apsidal form for the chancel. Inside the church, all is plastered. However the form of the tower arch and of the doorway above it could be AS. Over the E arch of the N arcade are the remains of a round headed AS window with very non-radial voussoirs of flat stones. The walls of the nave are 2' 6" thick.
Ref : T & T 1965: Taylor 1978: Fisher 1962 (Article): Bailey 2003: A published guide is available in the church.
LILLINGSTONE DAYRELL – St Nicholas of Bari – Period C - 4 miles N of Buckingham to the right of the A413 to Towcester. A sign to the church is only visible travelling towards Buckingham. 
See photofile Bu12-  Tower arch.  
                      Bu13 - Chancel Arch.
Fisher, my only source, says “nave E & W walls and W and chancel arches (are AS)”. 
Ref: Fisher 1962: Bailey 2003: A published guide is available in the church. 
LITTLE MISSENDEN - St John the Baptist - Period C - SU921989 –    2 miles NE of Amersham. 
See photofile Bu14 – From south door, north east across south aisle, nave & north aisle.
Start of Photo Archive 10 - Bu15 – From north aisle looking towards the south door.
The church comprises a W tower, an aisled nave and a chancel. The Norman arches of the N nave arcade cut into two single splayed windows of an obviously earlier date. A similar window above the S arcade is undamaged. The walls above the arcades are 2' 7" thick. The chancel arch is also likely to be AS, though partly obscured by plaster. Fernie dates the church to between 1100 and 1150. 
Refs: Taylor 1978 (App F) : Fernie 2000: Fisher 1962: Bailey 2003: A published guide is available in the church.
NEWTON BLOSSOMVILLE – St Nicholas – Period C - 3 miles E of Olney. 
See photofile. Bu16 - Ancient window from inside the south porch.  

                       Bu17 - Same ancient window from inside the nave.
Fisher, my only source, says “parts of the nave walls and one window are 11th c.”
There is a single splayed window to E of the S door and opening into the later porch.

Ref: Fisher 1962: Bailey 2003.
WATER STRATFORD – St Giles – Period, after 1150 – 3 miles from Buckingham.

See photofile. Bu18 – The church from the south west.
                       Bu19 – The tympanum and capitals of the south doorway.       

 Start of Photo Archive 11 - Bu20 – Detail of the south doorway tympanum.
                       Bu21 – The lintel of the north doorway.  

The building is wholly Norman but the tympanum over the south doorway, the lintel over the north and the capitals of the nook shafts beside the south door were reported in 1949 as reflecting the survival of a style of sculpture, derived from “Winchester” style manuscript decoration before the Conquest. I hope the pictures will make clear the distinctive nature of the work. The work must be seen and the book read to appreciate the importance of the carvings. The north door is in the wall of the chancel and is out of sight from the west end. The tympana invite comparison with that at Knook. Wilts (Wi16). 
Ref: Kendrick 1949.
WING - All Saints - Periods A & C - SP880225 - 3 miles SW of Leighton Buzzard on the A418. 
See photofile Bu 22- Nave looking north west showing doorway to former gallery. 

                      Bu23-  East end of north aisle showing blocked doorway to crypt.
Start of Photo Archive 12 - Bu24-  Looking north west showing apse with pilaster strips etc.
Long accepted opinion regarding the evolution of this very important church has been challenged by Dr. Richard Gem in a new (2002) guide..This brief account follows his view. Despite an external late Gothic appearance arising from a W tower, S porch and most windows of that date, the church is mostly AS.
When first built in the 8th or 9th c. the building comprised a nave without aisles but with small arches where the 13th c. E arches of the arcades are, leading into porticus. According to Dr.Gem’s analysis, only in the 10th c. were the side aisles built and the round arched arcade cut through the pre-existing  nave walls. Earlier authorities thought that the aisles and arcades were of the first build. The E end of the N aisle is earlier than the rest and there is a blocked AS doorway in the E wall. High in the upper walls of the nave’s W end are doorways which appear to be of the earliest build and probably provided access to a W gallery. The chancel arch cannot be original but we cannot be sure when it was altered or from what. Offsets between the clearstory windows are also mysterious. The 16th c roof must have been a major undertaking; possibly rendering the form of the upper parts of the early nave for ever irrecoverable.
An apse on the same plan as the surviving one formed part of the first church. Only the walls of its crypt survive which must have had a boarded roof. This was replaced by a vaulted central area with a barrel-vaulted passageway around it. Altered walls now support the polygonal apse we see, with external pilasters and blind arcades. 
Refs:Jackson and Fletcher 1962: T & T 1965: Taylor 1978: Blair 2005: Cherry 1976: Fernie 1983 and 2000: Fisher 1962: Gem 1993: Rodwell 2005: Rodwell 2012: Bailey 2003: The new guide is available in the church.

CAMBRIDGESHIRE
BARNACK - St John the Baptist - Period C1 - TF079050 – 4 miles SE of Stamford.
See Photofile C01 – Tower arch.

                      C02 - Seat within the west wall of the tower arch.
                      C03 - The south face of the tower.

Start of Photo Archive 13 - C04 – Detail of a pilaster strip and the doorway in the south face of the tower.
                      C05 - West face of the tower showing the high level doorway.
                      C06 – Detail of the north west quoin of the tower and a pilaster strip.

Start of Photo Archive  14 - C07 – The north face of the tower.

                      C08 – The east face of the tower with the high level doorway. 

Only the two lower stages of the tower and the W corners of the nave of this very important church are AS. The quoins of the upper stage are long and short work. The visible lower quoins are more irregular. Note the cornice at the top of each stage and the pilaster strips which rest on corbels and articulate the walls. Note the windows and door openings in the tower with their unusual decoration, particularly the beast head over the W window and the carved slabs above the lower cornice. Inside, note the tower arch with imposts of single stones carved to look like slabs and the outlining hood-mould and pilasters. Within the tower, note the seat, niches and windows. Part of a former doorway high above the arch can be seen from the nave. In the nave wall to the E of the N arcade is part of a blocked round headed arch which may be AS and if so may have led to a porticus. The wall near this arch is 2' 1" thick .A carved stone depicting a seated figure is kept in the N aisle. A booklet is available for sale in the church.
Refs: T & T 1965: Taylor 1978: Fisher 1962 (Article): Cherry 1976: Fernie 1983 and 2000: Rodwell 1986,  2005 and 2012: Blair 2005.
BARTLOW – St Mary – Period uncertain - 12 miles SE of Cambridge & 2 miles E of Hadstock AS church in Essex.
Fisher says “Saxon round tower.” There is a view that the tower is much later, in The Round Church Towers of England-2003- S.Hart. 
Ref: Fisher 1962. There is a photo on the internet.
CAMBRIDGE - St Benet - Period C - TL449583 -  “In the heart of  Cambridge.”
See Photofile C09 – Tower arch.
                      C10 – The tower from the north west.
                      C11 -- The north west quoin of the tower showing the cut back quoin stones.
The church comprises a W tower, a nave with aisles which also flank the tower and a chancel with an organ loft to the N and a vestry to the S. The tower, its arch and the four quoins of the nave are AS. The tower has quoins of good long and short work which has been cut down to leave a neat raised edge when the tower was plastered, as it was until 1840. The double belfry windows are original and of typical AS form. The small round “sound holes” visible above and to the side of some of the belfry openings are also original. The large round headed windows, also in the top stage, are 16th c. insertions. There are pilaster strips from the top of each double belfry window to the top of the tower. It is suggested that these would make sense if each face of the tower originally rose to a gable, and that the church had a Rhenish Helm spire like that at Sompting (Sussex). Inside the church, the AS tower arch is very impressive, particularly on the E face. There is an AS doorway into the tower above the arch. The walls above the nave arcades have no distinctive features but at 2' 8" thick, they may well be AS, as may be the S wall of the chancel, in spite of many alterations  

Refs: Fisher 1962 (Article): T & T 1965: Gem 1984 and 1995: Fernie 1983 and 2000 .

CAMBRIDGE - St Giles - Period C3 - TL445591 – Castle Hill Cambridge.
The church is a 19th c brick building which reuses the chancel arch from an early church which was demolished in 1875. The arch is between the S aisle and a chapel to the E. The more decorative side faces the altar. Refs: Fisher 1962: T & T 1965. 

GREAT  PAXTON - Holy Trinity - Period C3 - TL210642.  2 miles north east of St Neots.               See photofile C12 - The church from the south west.  
                      C13 - The nave looking west from the crossing.  
Start of Photo Archive 15 - C14 - The base of the south side of the chancel arch, east side of the crossing.
This is a large and important church of its period. Its scale is explained by historical links with the estate of Edward the Confessor. Outside, visualise the church without its W tower and with the nave extended into that space. Visualise narrower aisles and the transepts extending further out than even the present aisles and with their width and height as indicated by the surviving gable roof over the E bay of the N aisle. The stone tower was probably no higher than the nave roof, but with a timber superstructure like that at Breamore (Hants). Inside, note the two low arcades of the nave with the AS clerestory windows above. The crossing under the tower had four AS arches like the surviving one to the E. The W arch is lost except for some roughness in the remaining masonry. The jambs remain of the E and S arches, lowered in the latter case. The decoration of the AS piers is not Norman. Germanic influences are probable.
Refs: T and T 1965: Taylor 1978: Fisher 1962: Blair 2005: Fernie 1983 and 2000: Gem 1984.
HADDON – St. Mary - Period C - 6 miles SW of Peterborough.
Fisher says “ Probably nave E wall but not chancel arch.” 
Refs: Fisher 1962. There is a photo on the internet.
HELPSTON – St Botolph’s –  Period unknown - 6 miles NW of Peterborough

See photofile C15 – The nave looking east..
Fisher says “Part of the nave (is AS)”.

The nave has the characteristic high, narrow form of an Anglo Saxon nave. Beyond this I cannot comment.

Ref: Fisher 1962.
ICKLETON - St Mary Magdelene - Period Saxo-Norman - TL494438 – 10 miles S of Cambridge near J9 of the M11.
The church comprises an aisled nave, a central tower with transepts and an aisleless chancel. Much of the church is early Norman but the side walls of the nave and the arcades are considered to be late AS. The arcades are mainly supported on columns which are probably reused Roman material. However the centre ones have been plastered over and their structure concealed. There are the original round headed single splay clearstory windows set above the centre of each arch. Although the walls are only 2' 8" thick, the windows appear early Norman rather than late AS. Above them, the nave walls have been raised to accommodate a Gothic clerestory.     

Refs: Fisher 1962: T & T 1965: Fernie 1983 and 2000: Rodwell 2005.

LITTLE  ABINGTON - St Mary the Virgin - Period, Saxo-Norman - TL529492 -  7 miles SE of Cambridge on the A11.
The church comprises a W tower, a nave with S porch and N transept and a chancel. Only the nave is early. Note the N and S doorways, a blocked N window visible only outside and the SE quoin which is of large stones laid in something like long and short work. The large stones in the E quoin of the Early English chancel are presumed to be material reused when it was rebuilt. The nave walls are 3' thick.

Ref: T & T 1965.
LITTLE SHELFORD - All Saints - Period C3 - TL453516 - 4 miles S of Cambridge off the A1301.
Only the small blocked double splayed window in the 3' thick S wall of the chancel is definitely AS work. The blocked N door of the nave is Norman. The window above it, though also Norman, has residual AS characteristics. The nave wall is 3' 10" thick. 
Ref: T & T 1965.
PEAKIRK - St Pega - Period C - TF168067 – Just N of Peterborough.
See Photofile C16 – The north eastern quoin of the original nave.
                      C17 – The church from the south east.

The nave is believed to be AS above the Norman N arcade, the Early English S arcade and the Transitional Norman chancel arch. At the E end, the S quoin of the nave, in long and short work is visible outside the church, in the angle between the S aisle and the chancel. On the N side the aisle is extended as a chapel beside the W end of the chancel and the NE quoin is visible in the chapel, though partly plastered. The plastered interior of the nave and the less obviously AS quoins at the W end, lend no support but the long narrow proportions of the nave and its 2' 4" thick walls leave little room for doubt about its date. Refs: T & T 1965: Taylor 1978: Fisher 1962. 

PETERBOROUGH- Cathedral Church of St Peter St Paul and St Andrew - Periods C1 & possibly A2.
Apart from the famous Hedda Stone behind the high altar and another in the S transept, (neither in situ), there is nothing AS to be seen above ground. However it is possible to see several courses of some of the walls of the pre-Conquest church excavated in 1883 in a passage below the S transept. They outline part of the crossing (about 82' from N to S and 35' E to W) and the W end of the chancel (22' wide). The walls are about 2' 6" thick. The N wall of the AS chancel is aligned with the N wall of the later transept above it. The excavator thought that this 10th c church overlaid the earlier church of 7th c. Other carved stones found in the vicinity of the cathedral are also displayed with the excavated walls. Refs: T & T 1965: Taylor 1978: Fisher 1962 (Article): Cherry 1976:  Fernie 1983 and 2000: Gem 1993: Rodwell 2005: Blair 2005.

SWAVESEY - St Andrew - Period C - TL362693 - 8 miles NW of Cambridge.
The E quoins of the nave are AS and visible inside the church between the wall of the present nave and the chancel.  At the E of the S wall of the chancel (2' 6" thick), there are a pair of long and short quoin stones visible near the roof.  
Ref: T & T 1965. 
UPWOOD – St John the Baptist – Period Saxo Norman  - 6 miles N of Huntingdon. 
Fisher says “Chancel arch and part of nave wall c.1100.” There is a photo on the internet showing the chancel arch with W facing nook-shafts which do nothing to support the arch.

Ref: Fisher 1962.

WANSFORD – St Mary’s - Period C or earlier - 7 miles W of Peterborough, just W of the A1.
Start of Photo Archive 16 - See Photofile C18 – The church from the north west.

                      C19 – The west end of the nave with the high level opening and doorway below.           

Fisher says “nave, W and part of S. walls; W doorway and early Saxon opening above.” 
Ref: Fisher 1962.

WITTERING - All Saints - Period C - TF056020 – 8 miles W of Peterborough.
See Photofile C20 – Quoin with “cut back” stones.

Start of Photo Archive 17 - C21 – The chancel arch from the west.

                      C22 – The north respond and impost of the chancel arch.
                      C23 – The church from the south east.

The church is in most essentials AS, comprising a nave and chancel. A Norman N aisle has been extended later beside the chancel. An Early English tower stands at the W end. All original windows have been lost, as has any tower arch or doorway from the nave. All six of the long and short quoins have survived (one inside the church); cut back to leave a 2" deep pilaster at the corners, presumably to be left clear when the rest of the walls were plastered. The quoins stand on square bases which, in turn, stand on a plinth running along the whole S side of the church. Inside, the main feature is the late AS chancel arch “unequalled in any other of the smaller Anglo Saxon churches” (Taylor and Taylor). Note the unusual moulding on the arch and the jambs, the imposts and the pilaster strip over the arch and beside the jambs. This latter removes any doubt of it all being AS. The jambs stand on square edged plinths. 

Refs: T & T 1965: Taylor 1978: Fisher 1962: Cherry 1976: Gem 1988: Fernie 1983 and 2000: Blair 2005.

WOODSTON - St Augustine - Period C - TL186977 – SW Peterborough.
The church was rebuilt three times in the 19th c. and the only AS remains are in the W tower where a section of wall 2' thick is visible outside over the W doorway. It includes a small round headed double splayed window. Inside the wall is plastered. The tower has been rebuilt so that the AS wall does not have to bear its weight. 

Ref: Fisher 1962: T & T 1965.
GLOUCESTERSHIRE
ALVESTON (Old church) – St Helens – ST632865 – 1 mile SW of Thornbury.
The church is disused in an area called Rudgeway. It is a ruin some distance from the new church which has the same dedication. It is mainly Early English but it has a plain round headed north doorway carved with wheat-ear and diaper ornament. Taylor and Taylor thought it likely to be Norman rather than Anglo-Saxon and included it only in Appendix B of volume II indicating a doubtful case. 
Ref: T & T 1965(App.B).                                                     
AMPNEY CRUSIS - Holy Rood - Period C3 - SP065019 – 2 miles E of Cirencester. 
See photofile G01-  Blocked north doorway.  

                      G02 - View from south east
There is a blocked doorway of typical late Saxon type in the N wall of the nave. Inside the church it has a flat head and jambs laid Escomb fashion. Outside it may only be seen inside a boiler house. It has a lintel with an arch above it. The jambs are probably of through stones. The windows above the boiler house are early Norman. Both side walls of the nave are between 2' 3" and 2' 6" thick. The top 2' of the walls appears to be later than the rest.
 Refs: T & T 1965:Blair 2005: Fisher 1962. A published guide is available in the church.
AMPNEY ST PETER - Period C3 - SP082015 - 3 miles E of Cirencester. 
Start of Photo Archive 18 - See photofile G03 – View from north west. 

                      G04 – Tower arch soffit. Note the “through stones”
                      G05 -  North impost of tower arch from the east.
The nave is probably late AS on the evidence of the construction of the tower arch  and of the side walls being only 2' 6" thick. The tower arch, built of through stones with plain chamfered imposts and very non radial voussoirs is set in a wall 2' thick. The tower itself has walls 2' 3" thick rising hardly higher than the nave, and may also be of early date. Only the relative width of the tower arch is not typically AS. 

Ref: T & T 1965: Blair 2005: Fisher 1962.
ASHLEWORTH – St Andrew and St Bartholomew - Period c.1100- 5 miles NNW of Gloucester. 

See photofile G06 - Blocked north doorway.

My first source has been Fisher (1962) which says “probable (AS) fragments in nave walls, crude N doorway.” 
Photos and the suggested date appear on the internet. There is a picture on the photo-file which shows the doorway which is now a window. I could not get into the church but the window allowed me to see the thickness of the wall and it looks thin enough to be AS. Overbury (see below) states the wall to be 2’7” thick. He describes the inside of the wall near the window as herring bone and in terms that presume it to be AS. I think the doorway itself and the evidently thin wall are better evidence. 
Ref: Fisher 1962. Overbury p 379 Transactions of Bristol & Gloucestershire Archaeological  Soc. 1926. 
BAGENDON – St Margaret of Antioch – SP012067 – 3 miles NNW of Cirencester & 1 mile SW of North Cerney (Not on the 250,000 scale road map). 
See photofile G07- Looking south east. Note small windows in the lowest part of the tower.

My main source is Appendix B of Taylor and Taylor 1965 (page 715) There is a booklet available in the church which says the earliest parts of the church are the lowest two stages of the tower, which are Norman. It suggests that the very small windows there are reset AS remains of an earlier building. The nave walls are only 2ft 1in, thick. A Norman arcade has been inserted in the north wall suggesting that the walls above are AS. The lack of any clearly definable AS features is the probable reason for this church only appearing in Appendix B of Taylor and Taylor.

 Ref: T & T 1965 (App B): Fisher 1962. A published guide is available in the church.
BIBURY - St Mary - Period C - SP118065 – 7 miles NE of Cirencester. 
See photofile G08 - South wall of the nave. Note the circular window. 

                      G09 - Pilaster strips on the, formerly external, north wall of the nave.
The addition of Gothic aisles windows and a clerestory obscure a remarkably complete AS church comprising most of the present nave and the W end of the chancel. The evidence comprises, (a) the pilaster strips above the arcade in the N aisle, (b) those on the outside of the S wall of the nave W of the S aisle and the string course high on the outside of the same wall, (c) the offset within the nave marking the later addition of the clerestory and (d) the circular double splayed window just E of the S aisle. The jambs and imposts of the chancel arch are preserved as is the string course above it, though cut by the later Gothic arch. This and other evidence suggests that a Rood formerly stood the whole height of the wall above the string course. The W end of the chancel is also AS. Note the pilaster strip on the outside of each side wall. Both stand on a stepped base above a plinth. The N pilaster strip incorporates an AS carved stone discovered in the church yard. Note also the long and short work of the SE quoin of the nave above the later buttress. The surviving AS walls are 2' 10" thick. 
Refs:T & T 1965: Taylor 1978: Blair 2000: Fernie 2005: Fisher 1962. A published guide is available in the church.
BITTON - St Mary - Period C - ST682693 – 5 miles NW of Bath. 
See photofile G10 - Remains of lower part of Rood above the chancel arch.
Only the nave survives of what must have been a large church. Though much altered, most of the nave stands on it’s AS plinth, thus defining its plan. The S wall has been rebuilt but the N wall is mostly original, except where a chapel has been built at the W end.  The AS arch to the E of the N side, now framing a Gothic window but originally the access to a chapel or porticus, is built of very large stones that probably run through the thickness of the wall. The chancel arch is in 19th c Norman style, but traces of the original hood moulding and other features are visible. Above the arch is a string course with part of a rood visible above its centre. This must have been over life size and the roof of the church must have been higher than it is now. An arm of the rood is kept between the nave and the N chapel. The AS walls are 2' 6" thick. Refs: T & T 1965: Taylor 1978: Fisher 1962.
CIRENCESTER – Dedication not known- SP023021. 
The ground plan of a large aisled AS church was excavated  on the site of the subsequent Norrman Abbey to the N of the well known Perpendicular parish church . Nothing AS is visible.

Ref:Brown & McWhirr 1966, 1967: Brown 1976: Cherry: Taylor 1978.
CHURCHDOWN – St Bartholomew – Churchdown is sign posted at the roundabout where the A40    (as the Gloucester ring road) turns towards Cheltenham.. In Churchdown turn right into Pirton Road by the petrol station and follow to the top of the hill. 
See photofile G11 – From the south. 

                      G12 - The nave and north porch from the north west.
Fisher was my first source and he says “doubtful (AS),fragments in the nave N wall.” The internet attributes to Canon Bazely in 1921 the opinion that that the north wall of the chancel was AS, while acknowledging that it has been rebuilt using the same materials. Neither source says whether the evidence is inside or outside the church. The church is only open from 10am to 4pm on Saturdays and the 3rd Sunday of the month between mid April and 31st October.  Requests to view at other times may be made to phone no. 01452 712154 (correct  July 2009).
Ref: Fisher 1962.
COLN ROGERS - St Andrew - Period C3 - SP087097- 6 miles NE of Cirencester. 
Start of Photo Archive 19 - See photofile G13 – North side. Note pilaster strips and the window in the chancel.
                      G14 - South side. Note pilaster strips and long & short quoin.
                      G15 - North impost of the chancel arch from the east.
The nave and all but the E end of the chancel are AS. Features to note are the pilaster strips (two of which have bases), one on each side of both nave and chancel, though that on the S side of the chancel is only present above a later doorway. Note also the long and short work of the W & SE quoins of the nave, and the small window in the N wall of the chancel. Inside the church, note the typical late AS chancel arch of two plain orders. 

Refs: T & T 1965: Taylor 1978: Blair 2005: Fernie 1983: Fisher 1962. A brief guide is available in the church.
DAGLINGWORTH - Holy Cross - Period C - SO994050 – 3 miles NW of Cirencester. 
See photofile G16 – From the south east
                      G17 -  North west quoin of the nave with irregular stones cut to a straight line.
                      G18 – South doorway.
                      G19-   South wall of the nave looking west, with Crucifixion.
The church now comprises a 15th c W tower, an AS nave with 19th c N aisle, and an AS S doorway and chancel. Most of the quoins are long and short work with stepped bases, and cut back to a vertical straight line for a tidy plaster finish (See photo-file). The inner S doorway is AS and has a sundial above it. The outer doorway is also AS but, it is suggested, was moved from the W end when the tower was built. The chancel arch is AS but was rebuilt in 19th c when carvings were found in the jambs and facing inwards. These are now displayed in the church and are very significant. However, their discovery means the chancel arch jambs are not original and neither are the stones of the arch. The E end of the S wall of the nave is much thicker than the 2' 1" of the rest. The booklet available in the church describes an upper room and an arch, lost in 19th c. 
Refs: T & T 1965: Taylor 1978: Blair 2005.   

DEERHURST - St Mary’s - Periods A, B & C - SO870299 - 2 miles S of Tewkesbury. 
See photofile G20 - From the south west.  
                      G21- The remains of the apse.
This may be the most important AS church of all; because of its age, its evolution through the pre-Conquest period, the extent of its survival and its documented history. Most importantly, it received a very large endowment of land in AD 804 which was largely lost just before the Conquest but which enabled unusual levels of development in the interim. The church comprises a W doorway through a W tower into a continuous nave and chancel with aisles. The stone church probably began in the 8th c with what is now the nave and chancel (the basic rectangle) and then or soon after a W porch was built forming the base of the tower into which it was progressively raised. The basic rectangle was at first probably timber above the height of the present aisles and was built up in stone later. The blocked chancel arch is the same date as the porch if the carvings by the inner W doorway and the arch are in situ. The ruined apse (with the Deerhurst Angel) beyond the arch, replaced an earlier one. Later, two storey annexes appeared beside the chancel and were extended W, on two floors where the aisles now are. Windows, doorways and projecting corbels at high levels on the walls of the nave and chancel suggest former upper storeys and galleries. All this ignores the obvious changes in the Gothic period. Very extensive study, particularly in the 1970s, has opened doors to a better understanding, but the church remains enigmatic. 
Refs: T & T 1965: Taylor 1978: Blair 2005: Cherry 1976: Fernie 1983 and 2000: Fisher 1962 (Article): Gem 1986 and 1993: Rahtz & Watts, 1997: Rodwell 1986,  2005 and 2012: A guide book and copies of learned lectures to the Friends of Deerhurst, are for sale in the church. 
DEERHURST (ODDA’S CHAPEL) - Holy Trinity - Period C - SO869298 – 2 miles S of Tewkesbury.

See photofile G22 – Chancel arch looking east. 
Start of Photo Archive 20 - G23 - .Chancel arch looking east.
The chapel comprises a nave and chancel embedded in a farmhouse of which it was a part until its recognition in the 19th c. It was then associated with an inscribed stone (a copy of which is in the church) found in 1675, which records its dedication to “Odda” in 1056; making this the only precisely dated AS church. The importance of the church lies in its demonstration of AS style at a precise date. The chancel is partly obscured by the house to which it is connected and the chancel arch is somewhat mutilated by domestic use, but the church is otherwise complete. Note particularly the very shallow hollow moulding in the chancel arch imposts, the double splayed windows in the nave and the long and short quoins at the W end. 
Refs:T & T 1965: Taylor 1978: Blair 2005: Cherry 1976: Fernie 1983: Rodwell 1986,  2005and 2012: Fisher 1962. 
DUNTISBOURNE ROUSE - St Michael - Period uncertain - SO985060 – 4 miles NW of Cirencester. See photofile G24 – South west quoin of the nave. 

                      G25 -  From the south east.
The church is on a steep slope down to the E with a W tower, a nave with S porch and a chancel with a chapel below it. The chancel and chapel are very early Norman but the nave is AS on the evidence of the long and short W quoins, a blocked N doorway with lintel and S door with triangular head. Both doorways have large stones in the jambs. The walls of the nave (and indeed the chancel) are only 2' thick.
Ref:T & T 1965: Blair 2005: Fisher 1962. A booklet is available in the church.
DYMOCK - St Mary - Period not known - SO700312 – 4 miles S of Ledbury.
 See photofile G26 – From the south showing pilaster strips. 

                       G27 – From the south west showing pilaster strips.
                       G28 - Blind arcading on the south wall of the chancel.
The church comprises a W tower a nave with S porch and N and S transepts and extending, slightly narrowed, for about 20' E of the transepts to a chancel arch with a lower and narrower chancel beyond. The tower, the chancel, the transepts and all the windows are Gothic. The nave walls are no later than Norman but it is long and narrow, its lower courses are of very large, possibly reused, stones and it has pilaster strips on the outside. These are wide (14") for AS but not of typical Norman construction. Some stones are in course with the rest of the walls, being cut back to leave the section in the pilaster strip standing out. Also, a pilaster strip over the S porch runs behind it and is arbitrarily cut by the later Norman inner door, as is a string course to the W of the porch, which appears again to the E. A similar string course appears on the N side, W of the transept.
The foregoing is my summary of the entry in T&T, to which may be added their summary, “Three cell Norman church, possibly incorporating AS fabric in the lower parts of wall.”

There is an earlier source, evidently unknown to the Taylors. N.Drinkwater in Transactions of the Bristol & Gloucestershire Archaeological Society (1926) covers the whole of the churches history. He claims no part of the church to be earlier than mid 12th c and reports claims that the church was in ruins for many years before restoration in the 14th c. The plan of the first church incorporates a polygonal apsidal chancel, “the only known example of the period”. Two bays of blind arcade on the S wall of the chancel end in a pilaster strip angled to form the lost apse. Similar traces are said to survive in the vestry to the N of the chancel.
It seems to me that the work may well be post Conquest but the form of the apse and of the pilaster strips reflect AS influence.

Ref: T & T 1965: Taylor 1978: Fernie 2000. A pamphlet is available in the church.

EDGEWORTH - Dedication uncertain, possibly St Mary - Period C3 - SO948059 – 6 miles NW of Cirencester. .
The church comprises a W tower and aisleless nave and chancel. It has suffered much alteration, including heavy 19th c restoration. The chancel appears to have been extended during the Norman period and this suggests that the earliest parts of the church are AS. The only identifiable feature is the blocked AS doorway in the N wall (2' 5" thick) of the nave. Outside, the W jamb is covered by a boiler chimney. The E jamb is made of three large stones set Escomb fashion. The flat lintel is shaped on its lower edge so that the ends are lower than the rest (a feature in several Cotswold churches). Inside, the doorway has been heavily restored but the W jamb appears original and is of very large stones. The width between the jambs is 5" greater inside than out which, if it reflects the original construction, means the door was rebated. The S wall of the nave is 2' 11" thick. 
Refs: T & T 1965: Blair 2005: Fernie 2000: Fisher 1962. A booklet is available in the church.
FARMCOTE – St Faith – Probably Saxo-Norman  – Take the B4077 from Stow-on-the-Wold to Tewkesbury.  Go through Ford and at the top of the hill Farmcote is signed to the left. 
See photofile G29 – Blocked doorway in north wall and the blocked chancel arch. 

                      G30 – Belfry opening at the west end with blocked arch or arcade to the south.
                      G31 - Blocked chancel arch with angle roll.
My only printed source is Fisher (1962) who says “nave walls, two small windows, probably blocked chancel arch (are AS).” 
There is a blocked north doorway (See photo-file) with a voussoir extending from the springing to the head. The three voussoirs are all well cut, chamfered on the lower edge and about 9” wide radially. The imposts are 6” high and extend 13” along the wall on the E and 18” on the west. They are flush with the walls and jambs but do not look as if cut back. The imposts and voussoirs extend at least the 10” visible through the wall to the blocking. The stones in the jambs do not. The head of the doorway may be the only ancient material and not in situ. The stones are well cut and may be post Conquest. The S wall is only 30” thick and both side walls are only as high as a medieval aisle. High in the W wall there are two openings with a narrow pier between. One has a bell behind it and the other is blocked. There are the remains of another blocked arch by the S opening but with its head only reaching the imposts of the openings. The openings appear from the ground not to be AS but altered and restored Norman work, as the guide leaflet suggests. The chancel arch has an angle roll on both the jambs and arch inside the church but is otherwise of a single order and without imposts. There are no through stones and the wall is about 3’ thick. The lost chancel was excavated in the 1891 and found to be semicircular. There is only about 5 feet of flat land E of the nave, which must mark its limit. Several photographs of the church and chancel arch appear on the internet. 
Ref: Fisher 1962. A pamphlet is available in the church.
HAWKESBURY – St Mary the Virgin –  Period C - 4 miles NNE of Chipping Sodbury.
Fisher, who is my only source, says “parts of inner N doorway and of  nave  very high E and W walls (are AS)”. Photo on the internet.
Ref: Fisher 1962. 

LASSINGTON – St Oswald’s –  Period C - Half mile N of Highnam, on the B4215 between Gloucester & Newent. (Lassington is not on the 250,000 road  map.)  
See photofile G32 - Small window in south wall & the top of the modern west door.  
Start of Photo Archive 21 - G33 – The base of the tower.
Fisher, who is my only source, says “very doubtful; tower base is supposed to be Saxon”.  Only the tower remains. The rest of the church has been demolished since 1975. The E face is modern. The others have a batter at the base about 3’ high. Further up are two small windows which are more convincingly AS.
Ref: Fisher 1962.
LOWER LEMINGTON – St Leonard’s  -  Period C – From the centre of Morton-in-the-Marsh north towards Stratford-on-Avon on A429. Over the railway bridge bear right toward Todenham.. Lemington is indicated to the left after a mile and Lower Lemington to the right after about another half mile. (Lower Lemington is not on the 250,000 scale road map.) 
See photofile G34 - The chancel arch from the east
Fisher (1962) is my only source apart from the internet, and gives the location as “Lemington” His note reads “probably tiny chancel arch (is AS).” The church is of two cells with a chancel arch  6’ high by 4’ wide in a wall 30.5” thick. All the stones are dressed and neatly laid. The imposts appear to be of two stones, the upper square and the lower with a hollow. 
Ref: Fisher 1962.
LEONARD STANLEY (“Stanley St Leonard” in Taylor & Taylor) - St Leonard - Period C - SO802032 – 3 miles SW of Stroud. 
See photofile G35 - The blocked Anglo-Saxon arch in the outside wall of what is now a barn.
The Norman abbey became the parish church in the 15th c, an older one being abandoned to be used as a barn. Its E wall is in line with the W wall of the abbey building and 20' to its S. Excavation in 1914 revealed an apsidal chapel, but all that remained in1965 was the right hand side of an AS hood-moulding over a lost N doorway. Access to this is from the yard of Priory Farm. 
Ref: T & T 1965: Taylor 1978: Blair 2005: Fisher 1962. A guide book is available in the church.
MICKLETON – St Lawrence - 3 miles N of Chipping Campden. 
See photofile G36 – The church from the north east.
                      G37 – The church from the north east.
                      G38 -  The church from the north east.
Fisher (1962) is my only source. He said “fragments in nave walls  (are AS)”. The church is largely Gothic with a nave with gabled N & S aisles, chancel and W tower. The nave has a clearstory and similar arcades of 3 bays N & S. The 2 E bays are Norman arches on columns. The W bay is Gothic set against piers on both sides (see photo-file). These measure 30 to 31 inches through the wall, as does a small arch at the E end of the S side. The walls above the Norman and Gothic arches all appear to be the same thickness, though the view is limited by the aisle roofs, by the plaster covering the walls above the arcades and by the evident fact that the piers have been refaced. There is nothing definite to see but the nave walls may well be AS under the surface.   

Ref: Fisher 1962.
MISERDEN - St Andrew - Period C3 - SO936089 – 7 miles NW of Cirencester. 
See photofile G39 – Blocked north doorway. 

                      G40 -. Head of former north doorway.
A 19th c restoration has left little to identify the church as AS. The W quoins, particularly the N one may be original. The chief interests are the round AS arches above the N and S doorways. That on the N is visible outside and the voussoirs, hood-moulding and imposts are to be seen. The S arch, inside the porch, is plastered over and only the hood-moulding and imposts are visible. 
Ref: T & T 1965: Taylor 1978: Blair 2005: Fisher 1962.  

ST OSWALD’S PRIORY - GLOUCESTER - Period C - SO831189 – 150 yds NW of the Cathedral. See photofile G 41 - The outside of the north wall.
The visible remains comprise the much altered N wall of the Abbey church. The AS remains are characterised by much larger stones than those of other periods. From this generalisation must be excluded the infill of the blocked Gothic arches. In the S elevation (with the pointed arches to the left), the large stones between the Gothic and round arch are AS from the ground to the high point above that first round arch, which is part of the jamb of an AS window. The jambs of another such window can be seen above the right side of the next round arch. The masonry to left and right of this window is also AS. The same features are visible on the other side of the wall. 
Refs: Heighway and Bryant 1999: Taylor 1978: Fernie 1983: Gem 1984 and 1986: Rodwell 2012.
RODMARTON – St Peter’s – Period unknown – 5.5 miles SW of Cirencester. 
See photofile G42- The nave looking north west.
I am almost certain that this is the church that appears in Fisher as “Rodmartin”  
He is my only source and he says “fragments in nave N & S walls.” The internet notes also a Celtic Cross and two Mass dials. I leave the photo-file for the reader to judge. The tall rear arch of the S doorway looks very early to me. 
Ref: Fisher 1962.
SAINTBURY – St Nicholas – Period C - 2 miles NE of Broadway. 
Start of Photo Archive 22 - See photofile G43 - The outside of the blocked north doorway and the mass dial above it..
Fisher, my only source apart from a booklet available in the church, says “probable (AS), blocked N doorway, Saxon sundial (above it).” 
Ref: Fisher 1962.
SOMERFORD KEYNES - All Saints – SU 016955 - Period A2 or 3 – 5 miles S of Cirencester. 
See photofile G44 - The arch of the blocked north doorway.
The foundation of the church may date from a land grant recorded between AD 675 and 704. The only AS feature visible is a blocked doorway in the N wall of the nave. It is visible on both sides of the wall, but is most impressive outside. It is very tall (8' 4") and narrow (2' 4" to 2' 6") with a monolithic lintel carved into an arch with bands of moulding around it. There are stepped imposts and the jambs are of large stones laid Escomb fashion. The doorway is dated to no later than the 8th c by the Taylors (though Blair brackets it with other “overlap” churches in the area). The doorway stands in a wall 2' 4" thick.  

Ref: T & T 1965: Taylor 1978: Blair 2005: Cherry 1976:  Fisher 1962. A booklet is available in the church.
TEDDINGTON – St Nicholas - 4 miles E of Tewkesbury. 
See photofile G45 - The chancel arch looking east.  
                      G46 - The north jamb of the chancel arch showing through stones.
E.A.Fisher (1962) is my only source and says “fragments in walls, perhaps chancel arch (are AS).”

The E wall of the nave is 2’6” thick through the depth of the chancel arch, which is tall (about 13’) and narrow (7’ 2”) and cut straight through the wall with several through stones in the jambs but not in the arch. There are plain imposts which were extended as strip-work along the W face of the wall, though now cut back to the level of the wall. The arch may have been restored. Stones carved with decorative motifs have been built into the chancel arch wall. Outside, the NE quoin appears to be of megalithic AS construction. 

Ref: Fisher 1962.
TIBBERTON – No dedication according to Taylor and Taylor but now Holy Trinity – SO756219 – 4 miles SE of  Newent & W of the B4215. The church is then signed to the left, signposted to Taynton. See photofile G47 – The north wall of the nave with herringbone  work. 
Start of Photo Archive 23 - G48 - The north wall of the nave with herringbone  work.
The church is very irregularly laid out. The imposts of the chancel arch are through stones but not horizontal and the arch of the S door has non radial voussoirs. 
Ref: T & T 1965 (App B).

WINSTONE - St Bartholomew - Period C3 - SO965093 - 8 miles NW of  Cirencester. 
See photofile G49 - Chancel arch. Note the early inner order and the monolithic north jamb.
The church comprises a W tower, an aisleless nave and a chancel. Its claim to be AS rests on its N door with its massive jambs, lintel and tympanum and a small window near it. The latter is similar to one at nearby Coln Roger, which however has other AS features to confirm its age. The S doorway at Winstone is similar to the N but is clearly Norman because of the cushion capitals and the other decoration. The most distinctive features of the chancel are its Early English windows but it stands on a plain square plinth and, like the nave has walls only 2' 5" thick. The tower is later and is not bonded to the nave, but the rest may all be AS. The booklet available in the church is reprinted from The Archaeological Journal LXXXV March – December 1928 but my note is based wholly on T and T.  
Ref: T & T 1965: Taylor 1978:  Blair 2005: Fisher 1962.  

HAMPSHIRE

BOARHUNT - St Nicholas - Period C - SU604084 – 2 miles NW of Fareham.
The church comprises a nave and chancel, both of which are AS. The evidence outside is in the side alternate quoins, the pilaster strip on the E gable and the double splayed window in the N wall of the chancel. Inside, the chancel arch is also AS. Note the outlining strip-work and pilasters on the W face. Blocked N and S doorways are visible in the nave, though partly obscured by plaster and later work.

Ref: T & T 1965: Taylor 1978: Fisher 1962.
BREAMORE - St Mary - Period C1 - SU153188 – 8 miles S of Salisbury. 
See photofile Ha01 – North wall of the nave looking south west 

                      Ha02 - The Rood above the south doorway, within the porch.
This is an important building. The church comprises a nave, a central tower with S porticus and a chancel. All but the E part of the chancel is AS, though all the windows are later. The porticus was matched by another to the N, the mark of the roof gable being visible on the outside of the tower. The arch of the S porticus has an inscription, the script of which closely defines its date. The tower is hardly higher than the nave but is distinguished by the timber upper part which, though not original is probably similar to it. The tower is the same width as the nave but the tower quoins above the nave walls are continued as pilaster strips down to the ground. Two other pilaster strips on the outside of each of the N and S walls of the nave seem to highlight the integrity of the nave. The presence of the tower is emphasised by the narrower chancel and porticus. The quoins of the church, where not covered by later buttresses, are clearly AS. The S porch is not AS but there has always been one since AS times. The marks on the nave wall, to the E of the present porch are evidence of this, as are the remains of the Rood above the S door. All the walls are about 3' thick. 
Refs: T & T 1965: Taylor 1978: Cherry 1976 (note) : Fernie 1983 and 2000: Gem 1984 and 1995: Rodwell 1986, 2005, 2012: Fisher 1962 (Article). A booklet is available in the church.
CHILCOMB – St Andrew – SU507279 – 1 Mile E of Winchester.

The walls are 2’ 10” thick. It has single splay windows without rebates. The chancel arch is of a single square order but without through stones. The lack of definite features resulted in the church only appearing in Appendix B of Taylor and Taylor.
Ref: T & T 1965.
CORHAMPTON - No known dedication - Period C3 - SU610203 - 10 miles SE of Winchester. 
See photofile  Ha03-  Nave looking south west. Pilaster strips & stripwork around doorway. 

Start of Photo Archive 24 - Ha04 - Chancel arch.
The church comprises a nave with a modern S porch and a chancel with a modern vestry. It is one of the best examples of a small late AS parish church. The E end of the chancel and the W gable of the nave were rebuilt in the 19th c. Plaster obscures most of the inside. The best feature is the chancel arch. Note the hood-moulding and the keystone, unusual in the AS period. Outside note the plain square plinth and the pilaster strips starting from small bases which rest upon it. There are traces, particularly at the W end, of a string course at the upper end of the pilasters. It is suggested that the nave walls were originally about 3' higher, which would have made the decorative pattern of pilasters and string-course more typical of AS practice. Still outside, note the mouldings with bases and imposts on the N wall of the nave which outlined an AS doorway. This is claimed to typify the epitome of decorative AS art in small churches. The quoins are well made long and short work. On the S wall of the nave, beside the E wall of the porch is a sundial. It is probably from an earlier AS church on the site and, though not in situ, is one of the best preserved in the country. The AS walls are 2' 4" thick.                                        Refs: T & T 1965: Taylor 1978: Fernie 2000: Fisher 1962. A booklet is available in the church.
FAREHAM - St Peter - Period C - SU582065.
The church is mainly of the 18th c or later. However, the Lady Chapel by the chancel is evidently the AS chancel of the original church. The lower 6' of the E wall and the first 20' along the adjacent side walls are AS on the evidence of , the fabric, the NE quoin and the thinness of these walls (2' 3"). 

Refs: T & T 1965: Fisher 1962.
HAMBLEDON - St Peter and St Paul - Period C - SU646151 - 7 miles NE of Fareham.
The aisled nave comprises a W part which is wider than the E part. These are the nave and chancel of the AS church. They are separated by a Gothic arch which has replaced the AS chancel arch, though the wall above it is original, as are those over the arcades (2' 6" thick). Viewed from the aisles, the original outside walls of the church both have two AS pilaster strips running from the roof until they interrupted by the arches of the later arcades. From the E side, in the wall formerly separating the AS nave and chancel, the line of the old chancel roof can be seen. There is also, up near the roof, a string-course running around what was the outside of the old chancel. 
Refs: T & T 1965: Fisher 1962: T & T 1965.   

HANNINGTON - All Saints - Period C - SU538555 – 5 miles NW of Basingstoke.
See photofile Ha05 – The church from the north east.

                      Ha06 – The north east quoin of the nave.
This church, comprising an aisleless chancel and a nave with a S aisle and N porch, has little fabric left which is definitely AS. However the NE quoin of the nave is of impressive long and short work, with one “long” of 4' and several others of 3'. The quoins on the north face are cut back to form a straight edge, possibly to create a neat finished edge if the wall was plastered.  The W bay of the nave is 19th c but the surviving walls of the nave elsewhere, including over the chancel arch, are only 2' 9" thick and may well be AS. 

Refs: T & T 1965: Fisher 1962.  

HEADBOURNE WORTHY - St Swithun - Period C2 - SU487319 – 2 miles NE of Winchester. 
See photofile Ha07 -  Rood above the west doorway.
                      Ha08 – West doorway from the western annex.
The church comprises an aisleless nave with a W annex, a S tower and S porch, and a chancel. The nave and chancel can probably claim to be AS, even though they were rebuilt with the old materials in the 19th c. The W wall of the nave was not rebuilt, and it and the remains of the Rood on its W wall are the main AS feature of the church. The Rood has been cut back level with the wall but its outline is clear, rising to the string-course high in the wall. The annex is a medieval addition, probably built to protect the Rood. The string- course can be seen to extend beyond its roof until it is cut by the nave roof. It is probably at the original height of the nave roof. The doorway from the Nave to the annex is the original W door of the church and is of typical AS form on the W side, with hood-moulding over the top and down the sides. Note also the three pilaster strips on the N wall of the nave and one on the S wall of the chancel. A booklet is available in the church.
Refs: T & T 1965: Taylor 1978: Blair 2005: Fisher 1962: Rodwell 1986.
HINTON AMPNER - All Saints - Period C - SU597274 – 8 miles W of Winchester. 
Start of Photo Archive 25 - See photofile Ha09 -  Anglo-Saxon doorway in the north west corner of the nave.
The church comprises a small W tower and an unaisled nave and chancel and is probably on the AS plan. However it was rebuilt in the 13th c and again in the 19th c and very little can have remained unaltered. There is a pilaster strip on the outside of both nave walls and there is a N doorway which is almost certainly of AS origin. It is believed to have been the original S door to the church, so it is not in situ. It is now the entrance to the vestry. There is a part of a hood-moulding over the doorway but it does not continue beside the door and appears to have been rounded off in the 19th c. 
Ref s: T & T 1965: Fisher 1962. A booklet is available in the church.        
LAVERSTOKE – St Mary the Virgin – SU 497490 – 8 miles WSW of Basingstoke.
Reported 1978 as ruinous before 1958, it was said that a faculty  had been obtained for demolition. Also that the NE quoin had good long and short work. The internet suggests that the remains of the church are a stabilised ruin.

Refs: Taylor 1978: T & T 1965.
LITTLE  SOMBORNE - All Saints - Period C - SU382326 – 6 miles WNW of Winchester.
See photofile Ha10 – The church from the south. 

                      Ha11 – The pilaster strip and double splayed window in the north wall.
                      Ha12 -  The double splayed window from the interior.             

Since Taylor and Taylor reported in 1965 this church has become redundant and in 1975, though still consecrated, has been in the care of “The Churches Conservation Trust”. It was then investigated archaeologically by Martin Biddle whose work is outlined in the booklet for sale in the church. The church comprises a nave and chancel in a single rectangle, but with a blocked chancel arch in the E wall. The plastered rubble walls have long and short quoins at the W end and a pilaster strip about 11' from the W end of each side wall. That on the southern wall only remains in its original form for about a foot from the ground. The investigation uncovered a double splayed window in the north wall which is protected by glass on the outside. It has not been restored and apparently still shows the impression of the original wooden frame for the shutter. The nave was shortened by 6’6” in 14th c and the Anglo-Saxon quoin stones were reused. The walls are 2' 5" thick.
Refs: T & T 1965:Rodwell 2005.   

QUARLEY - St Michael - Period, Saxo-Norman - SU273440 – 5 miles WSW of Andover.
Start of Photo Archive 26 - See photofile Ha13 – The church from the north-east.
                      Ha14 – The blocked window by the roof of the south porch.

         Ha15 - The unblocked window in the west gable from the outside.


The church combines Norman and AS influences but the AS is most evident in, (a) the plain flint of the E quoins, (b) the blocked single splay, round headed windows high in each side of the nave, (c) an unblocked window in the W gable, above a later two light window and (d) the tall narrow blocked doorway in the N side of the nave. Only some elements of Norman style militate against its claim to be AS. The walls are 2' 9" thick. 
Refs:T & T 1965: Fisher 1962.   
ROMSEY ABBEY – St Mary and St Elfleada – SU350212. 

There is nothing structural to see. The apse of the AS church was excavated in 1901 under the present Norman tower. An important stone Rood is built into the W wall of the S transept. A smaller one (2’ 6” high) is by the side of the altar. 
Refs: T & T 1965: Fisher 1962.   
SOBERTON – St Peter & St Paul – SU609168 – 7 miles NNE of Fareham  & 1.5 miles NW of Hambledon.
Taylor and Taylor include this church in Appendix B of their volume II. They saw no evidence of AS work but The Victoria County History (Hampshire 3 (1908) 264) thought a pre-Conquest church was incorporated into the present building. Fisher says “possible (AS); fragments in walls.”
Refs: T & T 1965: Fisher 1962.   
TICHBORNE - St Andrew - Period, Saxo-Norman - SU568302 – 6 miles E of Winchester. 
Start of Photo Archive 27 - See photofile Ha16 – North west quoin of the nave to the right of the modern down spout.
                      Ha17 - West end of the nave with high arch and offsets in three walls.
The church comprises an 18th c W tower, an aisled nave and a contemporary chancel. There are two double splayed rounded headed windows in the chancel, both with a distinctive mid-wall stone slab with the window aperture cut in it. However the 3' 3" thick walls, the window facings of well finished ashlar and the three wide pilaster strips on the chancel walls, together with angle pilaster strips at the E end, all reflect Norman practice. 
Refs: T & T 1965: Taylor 1978: Fernie 1983: Fisher 1962. A booklet about the village & church is for sale in the church.

TITCHFIELD - St Peter - Period B - SU540057 – 1 mile W of Fareham.
Only the lower part of the tower, the W wall of the nave beside the tower and, inside the church, the W and E ends of the S wall of the nave, beside the 19th c arcade are AS. The tower was originally a porch, only rising about 2' above the bonding course of Roman tiles. Note that this is just above a modern iron band which must not be mistaken for a string-course. Note the side alternate W quoins, and the simple W doorway. Viewed from the W, the SW quoin of the AS nave is visible, next to the W wall of the S aisle. The W gable of the nave can be seen on both sides of the tower. On the N side the view is interrupted by the W face of the N aisle below it. The thickness of the AS parts of the tower walls varies from 2’ 1" on the W to 2' 10" on the E. The surviving nave walls are 2' 6" thick.

Ref:T & T 1965: Taylor 1978: Fisher 1962.   
TUFTON – St Mary – SU458468 – Near Whitchurch , 5 miles ENE of Andover.
See photofile Ha18 – The eastern of two early windows in the north wall.

The church is confidently dated before 1225 but the three similar  unrebated single splay windows, narrowing at the top, suggest that it may be  much earlier. The windows are about 6” wide by 2’ high; the sills about 7’ from the ground. The walls are 2’9” thick.
Ref: T & T 1965 (app. B).   
UPTON GREY – St Mary – 4 miles SE of Basingstoke
Fisher, my only source, says “fragments in walls and the chancel arch (are AS).”
Ref: Fisher 1962.
WARBLINGTON - St Thomas of Canterbury - Period C - SU729054 – Between Havant and Emsworth, S of the A27 junction with the A259 (not on the 250,000 scale road map).
The only AS survival is the second storey of the central tower. It was originally a W tower. Very narrow, it stands between the roofs of the much later nave and chancel with, AS doorways into it from N and S. The string-course above the doorways marks the upper limit of AS work. Inside the church, another doorway is visible from the nave above the Gothic chancel arch..The AS walls are 2' 3" thick.   Refs: T & T 1965: Fisher 1962 (Article).   
WARNFORD - No known dedication - Period not known - SU622227 - 8 miles W of Petersfield.
The church comprises a W tower, which is Norman, a later and wider, but still Norman nave with a S porch, and a chancel. The E quoins of the tower run down to the ground, showing that it was originally built against a narrower nave. Inside, the W wall of the nave has the marks of the former side walls and roof of this narrow nave and the area inside it is presumed to be its W wall. History and inscribed stones in the church support the existence of a pre-Conquest church on the site, as does an AS sundial, similar to that at nearby Corhampton, preserved above the S doorway. 

Ref: T & T 1965.

WINCHESTER - The Old Minster - Period A & C - SU482291.
There are no visible remains but the outline of the backfilled trenches from which the foundation stone had been robbed, and which were excavated in the 1960s, are marked out in bricks to the N of the Cathedral nave.
Refs: Biddle & Quirk 1962: T & T 1965: Taylor 1978:  Blair 2005: Cherry 1976: Fernie 1983 and 2000: Rodwell 2012.  
HEREFORDSHIRE

BREDWARDINE - St Andrew - Period Uncertain - SO334444 – 16 miles WNW of Hereford and S of the A438. 
See photofile Hf01- Blocked north doorway and adjacent herringbone work.

The church comprises a nave with a S porch, a central area with a tower to its N and a chancel which is inclined to the N relative to the rest of the church. The porch is 19th c, the tower 18th c, and the chancel and S wall of the central area is 13th c. The rest of the church is substantially early Norman, including the N (blocked) and S doorways, and the small windows in the N wall. It is argued that, the large blocked W doorway must have been the main entrance to the church before the lateral ones were built and is therefore earlier and therefore AS. There is herringbone work low in both faces of the N wall. All the nave walls are 3' thick. It is suggested that the Norman church was largely rebuilt on AS foundations.  The church is famous as the home of Francis Kilvert, the diarist.        

Ref: T & T 1965. A pamphlet is available in the church.
BROMYARD – St Peter – Period unknown - SO655548
See photofile Hf02 - The carvings over the south porch.
A carving of St Peter over the S door and another, of a Cross, to the right of it, are pre-Conquest but not “in situ”.
Ref: T & T 1965 (App.B).
CASTLE FROME - St Michael - Period, Saxo Norman, probably post Conquest - SO667458 – 6 miles NNW of Ledbury on the B4214.  
Start of Photo Archive 28 - See photofile Hf03 – Note the west doorway the stringcourse and the pilaster strip above.
                      Hf04 -  The south eastern quoin of the nave and the priest’s door  beyond.

The heavily restored church comprises a nave with 19th c S porch and bell cote, and a chancel. There are big side alternate quoins, a W doorway and S doorways in the nave and chancel and a chamfered plinth around the base of all the walls. There are also several original round headed, single splayed windows. The walls are 3' 3" thick. All this suggests either a date after the Conquest or no clear guidance at all. There is, however, an AS sundial over the S door (partly hidden by the woodwork of the porch) and a string course across the W end with a pilaster rising from its centre. While the latter is of AS form, it is built in a more formal and regular Norman manner, with headers and stretchers. The church is, justly, best known for its font in the Herefordshire Romanesque style.
 Ref: T & T 1965: Fernie 2000.  A pamphlet is available in the church.
EDVIN LOACH – St Mary the Virgin – SO661584 – 2 miles N of Bromyard (On 250,000 road map, marked as “Old church” near Tedstone Wafer). 
See photofile Hf05 - South doorway looking north.  
                      Hf06 -  Herringbone work on the south side of the north wall of the nave.

 The old church is a ruin close by its Victorian successor.  Norman or earlier, it appears to be of two periods, the nave herringbone and the chancel, coursed rubble. The S doorway has a massive lintel under a tympanum of coursed masonry and a round arch.
Ref: T & T 1965 (App. B): Fisher 1962.

HATFIELD – St Leonard – SO595596 – 4.5 miles NW of Bromyard, 
See photofile Hf07 – The church from the south west.
                      Hf08 -  The blocked north doorway in the nave.
The N wall of the nave has a plain square plinth and an E quoin of tufa. The N doorway has a lintel comprising three stepped stones resting on a wooden beam, under a tympanum filled with diagonally set masonry. The church has been much restored. The S wall of the nave fell and was rebuilt in 1733. The blocked N doorway must have been rebuilt. It appears that the W stone of the three stepped stones has cracked and the wooden lintel installed to provide support. 
Ref: T & T 1965 (App.B). Notes are available in the church and a booklet is being prepared (2009).

HEREFORD CATHEDRAL - Chapel of St Katherine & Mary Magdelene - Period C3 - SO510397.

Start of Photo Archive 29 - See photofile Hf09 – The more easterly of the two windows as seen from the south walk of the cloister. 
The surviving N wall of the chapel (also called the Bishops Chapel) is visible to the casual visitor as the E part of the S wall of the Bishops Cloister in which may be seen the, originally, outer face of two very similar double splayed, round headed windows faced in dressed stone. The glazed aperture of each window is about 1’ 2” wide by 2’ 4” high. The wall is 4' thick because the Norman builders reinforced it to support a second storey. The chapel was demolished in 18th c. The upper part of this surviving north wall is visible from the cloister garth. Visible from the bishop’s garden on the other side of the wall are three blind arches which are not bonded to the original AS wall. The chapel is interpreted as having been a centrally planned building, a form commonly used for palace chapels.

Ref: T & T 1965: Fernie 2000: Fisher 1962.

KILPECK - St David - Period C - SO445305 - 8 miles SW of  Hereford..
The church is famous for its distinctive Romanesque carving. It may stand on the site of an earlier church because of the different and perhaps earlier stone work forming the NW quoin of the nave and the adjacent 4' of the N wall of the nave. The quoin, visible outside the church, is of large stones laid in roughly long and short fashion. The wall is rubble. All the walls are between 2' 4" & 2' 9" thick. 

Refs:T & T 1965: Blair 2005: Fernie 2000: Fisher 1962. A booklet is available in the church.

PETERSTOW - St Peter - Period, Not known - SO574249 – 2 miles W of Ross-on-Wye. 

See photofile Hf10 -  Large stones in the nave’s north wall, ending to the right of the butt.
About 24' of the lowest part of the outside of the N wall of the early Norman nave is made of very large stones. The section of wall finishes about 15' from the W quoin with a stone carefully dressed to form a vertical line; perhaps the W quoin of an earlier church on which the Norman church has been built. The wall is 3' 1" thick. 
Refs: T & T 1965: Blair 2005: Fernie 2000: Fisher 1962.

TEDSTONE DELEMERE - St James - Period, Possibly Saxo-Norman - SO695585 – 4 miles NE Bromyard. 

See photofile Hf11 - From the south west. Note the small window in the nave.
                      Hf12 - Cut back gable stripwork over the blocked north doorway.
The church comprises an aisleless nave and a chancel with a N vestry. The chancel and vestry seem 19th c. but the nave is no later than Norman. A small window on each side at the W end could be Norman or late AS but the triangular headed doorways on opposite sides of the nave are definitely of an AS type. The N doorway is blocked and the hood-moulding has been cut flush with the wall but is visible. The S doorway has been altered in the Gothic period but outside, within the porch, traces of the triangular head can still be seen. The nave walls are 2' 6" thick.  

Refs: T & T 1965: Taylor 1978: Fernie 2000: Fisher 1962.
WIGMORE - St James - Period, Saxo-Norman - SO412690 - 7 miles SW of Ludlow.
The walls of the nave may be AS. They are certainly earlier than the aisles or arcades and are complete to the ground at the W end. High in the plastered S wall is a small Norman window. What was originally the outside of the N wall is almost all herring-bone work. If the S wall could be shown to be herring-bone and the window to be an insertion, the walls would be demonstrably AS. The thickness of the wall is not available but the site has a documented history as a church from AD 1100. 

Refs: Fernie 2000: T & T 1965.

HERTFORDSHIRE

GREAT AMWELL – St John the Baptist - Period probably C - 1 mile S of Ware.
Fisher, who is my only source, says  “ probably nave and chancel are (AS).”
Ref: Fisher 1962.
LITTLE MUNDEN – All Saints – Period probably C - Near Dane End, 6 miles SE of Stevenage. (Not on the 250,000 road map.)
Fisher, who is my only source, says “probably parts of the nave and chancel walls (are AS).” The internet has a small picture and the opinion that the church dates from the 11th c.
Ref: Fisher 1962.
NORTHCHURCH - St Mary - Period not known - SP974088 – towards the N of Berkhampsted on the old A41. 
See photofile Ht01- View from the south west 
Start of Photo Archive 30 - Ht02 - Offset above and around the south door.
This large church comprises a nave with a modern N aisle, a central tower with transepts, and a chancel. The S and W walls of the nave are built of uncut flint mixed with stone rubble, and are 2' 8" thick. The cut flint, used elsewhere in the building, probably indicates a later date. The stonework of the earlier walls has what may be traces of high blocked windows and perhaps stone and tile arranged in tentative bonding courses. The W quoins are partly covered by buttresses, but traces of side alternate work protrudes from behind them. Inside the church the nave is of late AS proportions and, inside, at the SW corner, an enigmatic offset is visible at two levels thickening the wall below it by 6". 
Ref:T & T 1965: Blair 2005: Fisher 1962. 
REED - St Mary - Period C3 - TL361356 – 3 miles S of Royston on the A10.
The church comprises a W tower, an aisleless nave and a chancel. The nave is late AS on the evidence of the four very neat long and short quoins and, in particular, the blocked N doorway, visible only outside the church. The walls are 2' 11" thick. Ref: T & T 1965.
ST ALBANS – The Cathedral church of St Alban – TL 145170.
Amongst the baluster shafts in the triforium of the transepts are eight which appear to be of AS workmanship. That they are all in a repaired or patched condition supports the theory that they are reused material from a earlier church which has yet to be traced. 

Ref: T & T 1965.
ST ALBANS - St Michael - Period, possibly C1 - TL135073 - Near the Verulamium Museum.
 See photofile Ht03 – South wall of the nave viewed from the chapel.
                       Ht04 –  Nave looking west.
 The church was much altered in the 19th c. The nave walls and four early windows, partly cut away, above the Norman arcades are believed to be AS. The N arcade is of a different build (and therefore date) to the S, which makes the walls even earlier. The windows are of the single splay sort, but without a rebate for a frame at the outside face, which suggests that they date from before the fashion for double splay. The surviving parts of the early door, now the entrance to the vestry are typically AS. The walls are, at well over 3', thick for the AS period but the similarities with St Stephens (see below) make it certain that they are of the same date. 
Refs:T & T 1965: Taylor 1978: Fisher 1962: Rodwell 2005. A booklet is available in the church.
ST ALBANS - St Stephen - Period, possibly C1 - TL141061 – 1 mile SW of St Albans centre. 
See photofile Ht05 - North wall of the nave.
The N wall of the nave has a blocked Norman arch (itself containing a blocked Gothic arch) with, to its E, a single splayed window without rebate (See St Michael above), which makes it certain to be AS. These may be compared with two smaller Norman windows in the same wall which have a 2" rebate at the outside edge for fitting a frame. Outside, just to the E of the AS window and near the ground next to a buttress are two large stones which are part of the original E quoin of the nave. The wall is 3' thick. Since the Taylors wrote, the blocked arch has been partially opened to provide access from the church to an annex.  However the AS features are undisturbed and visible.
Ref: T & T 1965: Taylor 1978.
TEWIN – St Peter’s – Period C - 2 miles NE of Welwyn Garden City.
Fisher, who is my only reference, says “nave probably late 11th c or possibly early 12th c; also very small window in nave N wall  and remains of  window on interior of S wall.” Some small general photos and early history are on the internet.
Ref: Fisher 1962.
WALKERN - St Mary - Period C - TL293266 – 3 miles E of  Stevenage.
The S wall of the nave above the Norman arcade is 2' 4" thick and this suggests that it is AS. An impost of one of the arches is decorated in AS style and, together with the jamb below it, belonged to the original S door of the AS church. The height of the impost indicates that the doorway was tall. Within the aisle, and above where the doorway was, are the remains of a typical AS rood, partly cut away to make way for the beam which supported the pent roof of the Norman aisle. If the rood was placed centrally above the former doorway it is defined as narrow in relation to its height. 
Refs: T & T 1965: Blair 2005:Fisher 1962.
WESTMILL - St Mary - Period C3 - TL369272 – 1 mile S of Buntingford.
This much rebuilt and restored church comprises a W tower, a nave with a N aisle and a chancel. Only the SE quoin of the nave is clearly AS. Five pairs of long and short quoins reach from the ground to the top of the wall, which is 2' 10" thick. 
Refs:T & T 1965: Fisher 1962.
WHEATHAMPSTEAD - St Helena – Period, Possibly Saxo-Norman - TL176140 – 2 miles E of Harpenden.  

The S and W walls of the S transept are different from the rest of the fabric and there is in the S wall a blocked doorway of very primitive construction and with very non-radial voussoirs. Nearly 2' of its height is lost below ground on the outside and it predates a chamfered plinth built across it. There are traces of another doorway in the W wall of the transept.  

Ref: T & T 1965.
LONDON

ALL HALLOWS BY THE TOWER - Period A2 - TQ335807 – Near the tower of London. 
See photofile L01 - The arch in the south wall of the tower, from the south aisle.
The church has been almost entirely rebuilt following the damage caused by enemy action in 1940 which exposed an arch at the W end of the S wall of the nave. The arch is fully open, and is about 10' high and 4' wide with tile voussoirs arranged non-radially. There is evidence to indicate that the present nave is the same width as the original. An excellent booklet is available in the church.
Ref: T & T 1965: Taylor 1978: Fernie 1983. 
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 
BRIGSTOCK - St Andrew - Period A or B, & C - SP946852 – 4 miles SW of Corby.
Start of Photo Archive 31 - See Photofile N01- The tower and stair turret from the south.

                      N02 – The blocked window over the north arcade.

                      N03 – The tower arch showing the doorway to the stair turret in the west wall.

 Start of Photo Archive 32 - N04 – The north of the tower with the window with poorly built voussoirs and facings. 

                      N05 -  The south window in the tower, well built, single splayed & considered early by                                        Taylor & Taylor.
This is an important church. The tower, stair turret and nave are AS to the level of the eaves. The age of the nave is shown by the blocked window in the N wall, partly cut away by the Norman arcade. This window is similar to two in the N and S walls of the tower, which, in turn, differ from two others higher in the same walls (the S one of which is hidden behind the clock). The lower ones are believed to be earlier than those above them because they have a single internal splay and the facings are of well cut stone. Such work is only seen in the very early churches, possibly due to influence direct from Rome. The upper windows have uncut facings, non-radial voussoirs and are double splayed; typical of later Anglo-Saxon work until Norman methods replaced them after the Conquest..  It is believed that the tower was originally a porch, only a few feet higher than the later aisle roof. The quoins of the tower and the W ones of the nave are long and short work, but there is a change in the work at the point from which the tower was raised.  The doorway to the tower stair was the W door to the church. The turret must be of the same date as the raising of the tower. The work above that is clearly not AS. An AS plinth runs below the walls of the tower, the turret and the W angles of the nave. It is also visible in the S aisle at the E end of the nave. The arch in the N wall of the tower is Norman. The E tower arch is a fine example of late Saxon work. A booklet is available for sale in the church.
Refs: T & T 1965: Taylor 1978: Cherry 1976: Fernie 1983 and 2000:  Fisher 1962 (Article):Richmond 1986.
BRIXWORTH - All Saints - Period A2, B1 & C1 - SP747713 – 5 miles N of Northhampton, off the A508. 
See photofile N06 – The east end.
Start of Photo Archive 33 - N07 – The west end.
                      N08 - The church from the north east.
This is one of the most important AS churches. In AD 750 the church had a W porch (raised in the 10th c to the present tower), with no stair turret but with single storey annexes to N and S. Inside the tower may be seen the blocked N door and the W doorway reduced to form the entrance to the staircase. The stairs are formed of slabs on a rubble vault. The doorway to the S annex is still in use as is the E door of the tower. This is a major feature of the W wall of the nave with, above it, another blocked doorway associated with the first floor of the early porch and cut away at the top to form the late AS triple window above it.  The present blocked arches along the nave opened to a range of individual chapels or porticus. The pointed arch between the nave and presbytery is the successor to a triple arch of which traces can be seen. The presbytery is original and the present apse stands on 10th c foundations but following changes in the 15th c and 19th c, only parts of the N wall and even less of the S wall are 10th c. The ring crypt is also 10th c. The ambulatory, formerly vaulted, is now roofless. Note the clerestory windows in the nave and the external offset below them to support the lean-to roof of the aisles.
Refs: T & T 1965: Taylor 1978: Blair 1994 and 2005: Cherry 1976:  Fernie 1983 and 2000: Fisher 1962 (Article): Gem 1986, 1993 and 1995: Richmond 1986: Rodwell 1986, 2005 and2012: Parsons & Sutherland 2013:  Parsons 2013: A booklet is available in the church.

CHIPPING WARDEN – St. Peter and St Paul - Period uncertain – 5 miles NNE of Banbury on the A361.  
See photofile N09 - The church from the north east.
My only source has been Richmond (1986). The church looks Gothic from outside with aisles, chancel and W tower. The nave measures about 45’ long (ext.) by 16’ wide (int.), the whole church being about 90’ long (ext.). No AS fabric is visible, the “clasped tower” with aisles extended W beside the tower and the relative height of the nave may be evidence that it is on an AS plan. It seems that Richmond did not regard the thickness or otherwise of the high wall as evidence of AS fabric. This may reflect the Taylors similar attitude in 1965.
Ref. Richmond 1986.
CULWORTH – St Mary the Virgin – Period uncertain – 8 miles NE of Banbury. 
See photofile  N10 - The church from the north east.
My only source has been Richmond (1986).The church looks Gothic from outside with aisles, chancel and W tower. The nave measures about 36’ long by 19’ wide, the whole church being about 55’ long. All measures are external and approximate. No AS fabric is visible. The “clasped tower” with aisles extended W beside the tower and the relative height of the nave may be evidence that it is on an AS plan. 
Ref. Richmond 1986.
EARLS BARTON - All Saints - Period C1 - SP852638 – 4 miles E of Northhampton, off the A45. 
See photofile  N11 - The tower from the south east.
The tower of Earls Barton must be the most widely published and familiar image of AS architecture. It is perhaps also the most dramatic and, because of that, not typical of AS work.

Only the tower is AS, and from that must be excluded the upper 8' which is Perpendicular, and the tower arch into the nave which is Norman. The tower has the exemplar of long and short work from the ground up in all four quoins. There is no evidence of any lost annex on the N, S or W sides, and if there was an earlier building to the E, it was narrower than the tower and presumably a chancel. There is no room here for a proper study of the openings in the tower or the pilaster strips, string-courses and hood-mouldings which stand clear of its modern plastered face. However, in the context of the rest of this book, there are oddities. There are the five-fold belfry openings in all the faces and the shallow arched pair of windows lower down the S face. The double row of triangular gable heads is also very unusual, in quantity if not in form. A booklet is available in the church
Refs: T & T 1965: Taylor 1978:  Blair 2005: Cherry 1976:  Fernie 1983 and 2000: Richmond 1986: Rodwell 1986, 2005 and 2012: Fisher 1962 (Article)..    

FLORE – All Saints – Period uncertain – 7 miles W of Northampton. 
Start of Photo Archive 34 - See photofile N12 - The church from the south west.
My only source has been Richmond (1986). No AS fabric is visible, the “clasped tower” with aisles extended W beside the tower, may be evidence of a short nave on an AS plan.

Ref. Richmond 1986.
GAYTON – St Mary the Virgin – Period C - 5 miles SW of  Northampton. 
See photofile N13 - The west doorway in the tower.
Fisher, my only source, says “gable-headed W doorway, probable (AS)”.  My opinion is that the doorway is early but not necessarily in situ. It may have been the W doorway to the church before the tower was added. This raises the question of whether any part of the present nave is AS.
Ref: Fisher 1962.
GEDDINGTON- St Mary Magdalene - Period, possibly B - SP895830 – 3 miles NW of Kettering off the A43. 
See photofile N14 – The blind arcade over the nave arcade, from the north aisle.
                      N15 - Blocked window in the nave’s north wall from the south aisle.
The three W bays of the nave arcade define the AS nave, which is preserved above the Norman arches. This is evident from the AS triangular blind arcading visible within the N aisle on what was the outside wall of the church. Both in the aisle and the N wall of the nave there are the remains of a blocked later window, itself AS, which has cut the blind arcade and been cut away by the Norman arcade below it. The blind arcade is unusual in being built of stones selected for their shape but undressed. Vestiges of a similar arcade are visible at the E end of the AS nave, in the S aisle. Long and short quoins survive at both E corners of the nave. These and the roof gable of an earlier chancel on the outside E wall of the nave indicate its width. Fernie dates the building as post-Conquest.
Refs: T & T 1965: Taylor 1978:  Fernie 2000: Richmond 1986: Fisher 1962: Rodwell 2012.
GREENS NORTON - St Bartholomew - Period C or earlier - SP669499 – 2 miles NW of Towcester. See photofile N16- North west quoin of Anglo-Saxon nave, between the tower and aisle.
The nave belongs to the original AS church. All the rest is later. Its W quoins are to be seen in the angle between tower and the aisles. The tower is not bonded to the nave except above the long and short work. At the E end the aisles extend for a bay beyond the nave and the NE quoin is visible inside the church. The SE quoin is not so complete but the AS plinth below it extends W to the first arch. Above the later chancel arch, the AS wall remains, with a blocked doorway close under the roof and visible from both sides. This has jambs, each made of a single stone sloping inwards at the top and with protruding stones at the foot, suggesting supports for an upper floor above both the nave and the chancel. There are the arches of three blocked windows above the N arcade of the nave.
Refs: T & T 1965: Taylor 1978: Richmond 1986: Fisher 1962.
HINTON IN THE HEDGES – Holy Trinity – Period C - SP557369 – 2 miles E of Brackley. 

See photofile N17- Tower arch looking west.

The tower is probably of two dates and with a Norman belfry. The tower arch is of a Norman shape but made wholly of rubble, the imposts being almost unworked flat through stones. 
Ref: T & T 1965 (App. B). A pamphlet is available in the church.
KING’S SUTTON – St Peter and St Paul –  Period C - 3 miles SE of Banbury, E of the A4260. 
See photofile N18 – Old roof line from low on chapel window arch to top of stair tower. 

                      N19 - South wall of nave looking south east.
 My only source has been Richmond (1986).The church is apparently a Gothic building with an impressive W tower and spire. The nave is about 45’long by 20’ wide (int.). Nothing is visible definitely datable before the 12th c, but the nave is relatively short and tall. The mark of a former nave roof on the E of the tower indicates hat the nave walls were not raised to create the clearstory, and are therefore ancient. They are also the same thickness throughout their height. Documentry evidence exists of a pre-Conquest church on the site, though that proves nothing about the surviving fabric. Richmond claims that the remains of an earlier gable are visible on the outside face of the E end of the S aisle. A booklet is available in the church.
Ref: Richmond 1986. 
MARSTON ST LAWRENCE – St Lawrence – Period uncertain - 5 miles E of Banbury. 
See  photofile N20 – The church from the south east. 

                       N21 -  The north west quoin of the nave.
My only source has been Richmond (1986). No early fabric is visible but the long narrow nave and short chancel may suggest a plan based on an earlier AS church. The nave is about 70’ long by 20’ wide (int.). The SW respond is 27” through the wall and other measures, N & S, vary down to 22” in walls closely associated with 13th c arcades.
Ref: Richmond (1986).
MOULTON – St Peter and St Paul – Period uncertain – 4 miles NE of Northampton. 
The small late AS window in the N wall of the nave suggests that the whole wall is AS.
 Ref: Richmond 1986.
NASSINGTON - St Mary - Period C - TL063962 – 8 miles W of Peterborough.
Start of Photo Archive 35 - See Photofile N22 – The west wall with a doorway at high level.

                      N23 -  The church from the south east showing  the high, narrow proportions of the nave.  The nave walls, 3' thick, above the arcades appear to follow the alignment of the AS original. There is a typical AS doorway high in the W wall. The tower arch appears Norman and the tower Early English but a gable headed doorway high in the E face is taken by Richmond to indicate an essentially AS tower. T and T saw no evidence for an AS tower and interpreted the doorway as access to a room over the nave. The SW quoin of the nave is partly visible in the vestry with the stones cut back to a pilaster strip. The NW quoin has been rebuilt but the wall next to it appears early.  A booklet is available for sale in the church.
Refs: T & T 1965: Taylor 1978: Fisher 1962: Richmond 1986.
PATTISHALL - Holy Cross - Period C - SP671542 – 4 miles NW of Towcester off the A5.
See  photofile N24 – South impost of the chancel arch.
                       N25 – Chancel arch.
                       N26 – Blocked north door.
                       N27 - Soffit of chancel arch with “through stones”.
The clear evidence for the nave being AS is the NW quoin, outside the church, in the angle between the tower and the later aisle. It is of good long and short work, though somewhat altered to bond into the W wall of the aisle. The blocked N doorway is older than the aisle it is in but appears more likely to be early Norman than AS. Though the chancel arch is the most impressive feature it is probably post Conquest. It has two square orders and a chamfered hood-moulding. The imposts have a hollow chamfer with incised decoration and extend below the hood-moulding. The much later clearstory is cut through the AS N wall of the nave. A booklet is available in the church.
Refs: T & T 1965: Taylor 1978: Richmond 1986. 
RADSTONE – Dedication not known – Period C - 2 miles N of Brackley. From the centre of the town go north. Radstone is signed to the left and through several turns to the village. The church is about a mile up the road and signed as footpath to the right. 
See photofile N28 – Tower with early window and blocked belfry opening. 

                      N29 – South side of tower arch.
                      N30 – Tower arch with line of early roof.
                      N31 - West window of tower with single splay and timber head.
The lower parts of the tower, the W tower arch and the W wall of the nave are late AS. The outline of an earlier roof showing on the E side of the tower, suggests a tall early nave. The tower arch is in a wall 54” thick and the other walls of the tower are of similar dimensions. The arch is 7’6” wide and 6’ 4” high to the imposts. These, though now cracked, were single slabs buried about 12” deep into the walls and about 5” deep vertically. Both are decorated with a hollow through the jambs. The arch and tower are otherwise constructed with very thin stones laid flat, except over the arch where they are radial. There is a W window in the tower, round headed, single splayed and about 9.5” wide at the outside face. The head of the splay is made of wooden lintels. 
Ref: Richmond 1986.
STOWE-NINE-CHURCHES (or Church Stow) - St Peter and St Paul - Period C - SP638576 – 7 miles N of Towcester, W of the A5. 
Start of Photo Archive 36 - See photofile  N32- Tower arch with imposts and stripwork.
The tower, the only AS feature of the church, has been much altered and almost wholly rendered, except for a carved stone in the NW quoin. The parapet is medieval. The iron bands around the tower must not be mistaken for string-courses. There is a string-course which is probably AS and has medieval windows cut through it in the E and W faces. Note also two AS pilaster strips on each of the E and W faces and the outline of the original W door. There are AS windows in the N and S walls a blocked doorway into the E wall and traces on the E and W walls of the windows which the medieval ones replaced. The nave is a little wider than the tower and traces of the NW & SW quoins can be seen by the W walls of the aisles. Inside the church the walls of the nave are 2‘5" thick and therefore probably AS. The doorway from the nave to the tower is AS but plastered and badly cut about. 
Refs:T & T 1965: Taylor 1978: Fisher 1962 (Article) Richmond 1986. 
SULGRAVE – St James the Less – Period C – 7 miles ENE of Banbury. 
See photofile N33 - West doorway in the tower.
My only source has been Richmond (1986). The gable headed doorway (generally considered late AS) in the W wall of the tower is aligned with the excavated remains of an AS manor house further W. The tower and the S wall of the nave, which is tall but without clearstory windows, may be AS. The tower has a chamfered plinth below its N & S sides. Shrubs impede a view of the W face. Such a plinth would not usually be considered consistent with AS work. If the doorway had been the W access to the church before the tower was built and moved to its present site, its original orientation in relation to the former manor would have been the same. A booklet is available in the church. 

Ref. Richmond 1986. 
TWYWELL- St Nicholas – Period C - 5 miles E of Kettering, just N of the A14.
Fisher, my only source, says “possibly fragments in the nave N wall (are AS). There is a good picture on the internet and it confirms the statement there that the church was originally cruciform.
Ref: Fisher 1962. 
WATFORD – St Peter and St Paul – Period uncertain - 10 miles NW of Northampton, just E of the M1.
See photofile N34 - The church from the south. 
My only source has been Richmond (1986). No AS fabric is visible, the “clasped tower” with aisles extended W beside the tower, may be evidence of a short nave on an AS plan.

Ref. Richmond 1986.
WESTON FLAVELL – St Peter’s – Period C - East Northampton.
The W doorway of the tower looks late AS. The tower arch is built of very narrow pieces of stone, rather than shaped voussoirs and the jambs are plain. It is suggested that the tower is AS. 

Ref. Richmond 1986.
OXFORDSHIRE
ASTON TIRROLD – St Michael – Period, Saxo-Norman -  SU55718607 -  3 miles SW of Wallingford. 
See  photofile O01 – South doorway.
                       O02 – Reset doorway in the north wall of the north aisle.
                       O03 -  North east quoin of the Anglo-Saxon nave from the north east.
The early parts of the church probably date from shortly after 1080. The N arcade and aisle, the chancel arch and the organ chamber, E of the N aisle are of 1868 and later. In the N aisle the W window and the doorway into the vestry are both very early work reset in the 19c building. The doorway is of more primitive construction than the other early survivals and may have been reused twice. The S doorway appears to be original, with though stones in the jambs, though not in the arch.

The right (S) side of the entrance to the organ chamber is the NE quoin of the nave of the Saxo-Norman church. The lowest stone is of 1910, but the next seven are ancient.
Ref: Secker 2006. A booklet for Astons Tirrold and Upthorpe is available.
ASTON UPTHORPE – All Saints – Period C3 -  SU55258618 - 4 miles SE of Wallingford. 
See photofile O04- Blocked north door.
The church is dated to the late 11th or early 12thc. The small church-yard suggests that it was a field church. The original plan is preserved except that the nave was extended in the later medieval period. The join is evident W of the N doorway. In1860 the chancel was rebuilt, but probably on the original plan. The only original window, in the N wall of the nave, is round headed, single splayed and rebated, though probably not for glass at this early date. The N doorway is only original on the inside, where the arch is significantly higher than outside. What can be seen of the S doorway, which was blocked in the 18thc, appears to be original. The difference in height inside and out cannot be a 19th c alteration.
A window in the N wall of the nave, the blocked S doorway and the rear arch of the N doorway are probably AS. 

Refs: Secker 2006. A booklet for Astons Tirrold and Upthorpe is available.
BARFORD ST. MICHAEL – Norman – 5 miles SW of Banbury. 

See photofile O05 - Tympanum of the north doorway.
Though Norman in date (1160) and style, the decoration of the N door, particularly of the tympanum, involves AS motifs, reflecting a renaissance of the AS manner in the middle of the 12th c.

Ref: Blair 1994.
CAVERSFIELD - St Laurence - Period C - SP581252 – An isolated position 1 mile N of Bicester, to the right of the B4100 behind a stone wall but accessible through a gateway. 
See photofile O06 – Double splayed window in the tower’s north wall with mid wall slab.

                    O07 - The same window as above from the inside.
Only the part of the tower below the string-course is reliably datable as AS. This is on the evidence of small windows in the N and S faces. They are double splayed, each with its aperture cut in a slab set centrally in the wall. The upper part of the tower may also be AS but it has no distinguishing features and appears to have been restored. The nave walls above the arcades are only 2' 6" thick and may also be AS but there is nothing to confirm it. A booklet is available in the church.
Ref:T & T 1965: Taylor 1978: Blair 1994: Fisher 1962 (Article). Bailey 2003.     

CHOLSEY – St Mary – Period, probably C3 - (Formerly in Berkshire) - SU583870 – 3 miles SW of Wallingford. 

See photofile O08 - The north east quoin of the tower.
The tower is AS up to the peaks of the transept gables, as are the long and short quoins to that level, as visible above the eves of the roofs.

Ref:T&T 1965 (App. B):Fisher 1962: Gem 1978.
COGGES – St Mary’s – Period C – Just E of Witney. Follow signs to Cogges Farm Museum from the E access to Witney from the A40. (Not on the 250,000 road map). 
See photofile O09- The west end of the nave. 
The outside of the W wall of the nave including three of the SW quoin stones are AS. The S aisle abuts the earlier nave suggesting that the S arcade was cut through the AS nave wall and the chancel arch through the AS E wall.

Refs. Blair 1994: Blair and Steane 1982. 
DORCHESTER ABBEY – St Peter and St Paul – Period C – 6 miles SW of Abingdon. 
See photofile O10 - Arch of blocked doorway in the pentice
Remains of the AS cathedral survive  in the N wall of the nave. A blocked AS arch is visible in the N wall within the new pentice. See Rodwell 2009 for a diagram which shows the arch with its E side lost to the much later doorway by which the pentice is entered. Nothing AS is visible from the nave but the lower part of the N wall, below the string course, is AS. The upper part is Norman.
Refs: Blair 1994. Rodwell 2005: Tiller 2005:Rodwell 2009 and 2012.

HOOK NORTON – St Peter’s – Period C – 8 miles SW of Banbury. 
See photofile  O11 – The north east quoin of the nave above the chancel and transept.
                       O12 -  The nave looking south west.
The nave is probably 11th c. The long and short quoins at the E end are visible above the junctions of the chancel and transept walls. 
Ref: Blair 1986.
LANGFORD - Dedication unknown - Period C3 - SP249025 – 6 miles S of Burford . 
Start of Photo Archive 37 - See photofile O13 - The tower & sundial from the south.  

                      O14 –The east arch of the tower with mouldings & painted decoration.
                      O15 - The tower arches from the east.
This is one of the most important AS churches in Oxfordshire because of its late date and the knowledge we have of its early history. The present building was started in about AD 1080 by a Saxon whose influence had evidently survived the Conquest and who used craftsmen versed in their methods. Only the axial tower is AS. The parapet is Norman but the belfry openings, though very late, are not by any means Norman. The roll moulding is very unusual, particularly in this context. The pilaster strips down the centre of the N and S faces are more typically AS with miniature bases and capitals where they meet the string-courses. Note the remains of a sundial on the S face with a worn but important carving which resemble figures in the Bayeux Tapestry. Note also the double splayed windows. Inside, note the two impressive tower arches, the doorways above them and the mark of the gable of an earlier chancel indicating that it was narrower than the present one.The present Norman nave arcades are very thin and may be cut through the AS walls or they may rest on the AS foundations. We can say that the AS was no wider than the tower, because the N and S sides of the tower’s W quoins (visible inside the church) extend to the ground. The two tower arches are quite different. The W one is of two plain orders with square chamfered imposts returned along both the E & W walls. The jambs and bases are also plain and square and are of through stones. However, the voussoirs of the arch are not. The tower’s E arch is more highly decorated, with a half round moulding on the soffit and a three quarter moulding on the W side only. There are also traces of painted decoration. The jambs and voussoirs are made of through stones. Finally, note the two roods, now on the S and E faces of the S porch. It is not known where they originally stood and they may predate the present building. . A booklet is available in the church.
Refs: T & T 1965: Taylor 1978: Blair 1994 and 2005: Cherry 1976: Fernie 1983 and 2000: Gem 1988: Fisher 1962 (Article).
NORTH LEIGH – St Mary - Period C - SP387138 – 3 miles NE of Witney. 

See photofile O16 - The west end of the formerly central tower.
The church comprises a W tower, a nave with aisles flanking the tower and a chancel with N and S chapels. The tower was originally central and is almost all that remains of the AS church. The E and W faces show the gable lines of earlier roofs. The W face has the outline of a former round arch and there is a blocked doorway high above it, The W quoins of the tower are of dressed stone above the line of the former roof but of rubble below, suggesting that the W annex was the same width as the tower. The E end of the N aisle is bonded into the tower and may be the wall of a former N annex or porticus. There are small windows on the N and S sides of the tower just above the aisle roofs. They must also have been above the roofs of any annexes, which must therefore have been much lower than the annexes to E and W. The four belfry windows are typical except that there is a relieving arch spanning each of the double openings. The tower parapet is not AS. Inside, the three tower arches are Gothic. 

Refs:T & T 1965: Taylor 1978: Blair 1994 and 2005: Rodwell 2005: Fisher 1962 (Article).

OXFORD CITY – St Georges Tower – Period C2 – Oxford Castle.

See photofile O17
The tower is on one side of the castle site, which was a prison until 1996 and under redevelopment and archaeological investigation until 2006. It is now open as an hotel and other commercial purposes and as a site of historical interest open to guided tours by the public. The tower is part of this latter use.
Until recently the tower was only tentatively dated to before the Conquest but the guide book seems to take this for granted. The tower has few if any remaining features which are distinctively Anglo-Saxon.

It is easy to believe that it was built as a watch tower at the Saxon town’s west gate in the ramparts created after a Viking attack in 1009. Foundations of a pre-Conquest church and the extant crypt of a Norman church on the same site are closely associated with the tower and its dedication.   

The tower has a Norman stair turret by which visitors may climb the full height of the tower, used as a prison in Napoleonic times and fitted with huge water storage tanks, still in situ, by the Victorians. In spite of lack of firm structural or documentary evidence, the tower must be pre-Conquest by virtue of its physical context which has only very recently become clear. 
Refs: Dodd 2003: Poore Norton & Dodd 2009. 
OXFORD CITY - St Michael at the North Gate - Period C3 - SP513063 – Cornmarket Street. 
See photofile O18 – The tower from the south west.
                      O19 - The belfry window in the first floor of the west face.
The tower is all that remains of the former AS church but it must be one of the most accessible in the country being in the centre of the city and with public access to the top by a modern staircase. This enables an unusually close view of several typical AS features. The long and short quoins on the N side but not on the S suggest, with other evidence, that the tower stood to the NW of the nave. Note the blocked W doorway and the ground floor window on the N side. There are double splayed windows on the N and W faces, the latter made into a doorway. On the second floor there is an original doorway with imposts in the N wall. Note that there are belfry openings on all sides of the third floor and three sides of the fourth, all of typical double form with mid wall shafts. The W doorway and several other openings have non-radial voussoirs made in ‘Tredington fashion’.

Refs:T & T 1965: Taylor 1978: Blair 1994: Fernie 2000: Dodd 2003: Fisher 1962 (Article).

MINSTER LOVELL – St. Kenelm – 2 miles W of Witney. 
See the photofile O20 - From the north west.
This 15th c structure is unusual for a small parish church in having a central tower. The plan may follow that of an AS church. There is some evidence that it was built on the foundations of a Norman church but it may be the “Minster” of the place-name. The dedication may also be significant. A pamphlet is available in the church.
Ref: John  McNeil’s comment to the author.  
SWALCLIFFE - St Peter and St Paul - Period C3 - SP378379 – 6 miles W of Banbury on the B4035. See photofile O21 -  Former window in south wall of the nave.
                      O22 -  North wall of the nave looking north.
Start of Photo Archive 38 - O23 -  North wall of the nave looking south.
The church comprises a W tower an aisled nave and a chancel. The three W bays of the nave arcades are below the remains of the original AS walls. This is on the evidence of them being only 2' 6" thick and with the remains of an internally splayed window on each side. The window on the N side is visible on both sides of the wall but that on the S can only be seen from the nave and is much more fragmentary. The well dressed masonry indicates a late AS date. The E bay of the nave is believed to stand on the site of the former AS chancel. The doorway over the tower arch is Norman, though continuing an AS tradition.
 Refs: T & T 1965: Blair 1994. A booklet is available in the church.
TACKLEY – St Nicholas – Saxo-Norman – SP476202 – 8 miles N of Oxford, E of the A4260. 
See photofile O24 – The north wall of the nave with blocked north arcade & window. 

                      O25 - A blocked window over the south arcade of the nave looking south.
                      O26 - Monolithic door arch set in the wall east of the church.
An archaeological  study between 1981 and 1984 discovered that the N wall of the nave is pre-Conquest  from the W wall of the  N transept to a point about 12 feet from the  W end of the nave wall. This wall was pierced by an early Norman arcade giving onto a N aisle. This was later demolished and the arcade blocked in, as may still be seen on both sides of the wall. On the outside it can be seen that the early wall, which is 2’ 6” thick, rose to the sills of the much later clearstory windows. Inside it is plastered except for the voussoirs and jambs of the arcade, and the arch of a former window above them, which would have intersected with the E arch. A similar blocked window is visible, opposite the first above the S arcade. Part of the AS S wall of the nave is preserved at its E end. The evidence of this and the remains of the window suggest that the whole of the S wall above and beside the arcade is Saxo-Norman. The height and width of the AS nave are therefore known.

R.Gem describes a reset monolithic arch, 3’ wide above a doorway in a wall  running N and S opposite the E end of the church. Insofar as it is monolithic it is evidence of work by an AS trained mason. However it is carved with mouldings which are unlikely to date from before 1090. 

Ref: Blair and McKay 1985: Rodwell 2005.

SOUTH MORETON - St John the Baptist – Period C3 –  SU557880 – 3 miles ESE of Wallingford. See photofile O27 - Blocked west doorway.
The church comprises a nave with a large Gothic S aisle with a S porch. The only feature of the church which may be AS is the blocked round headed doorway visible on the outside of the W wall of the nave. Inside it is possible to see that the abaci were double grooved. There is some evidence that there was a W porch, baptistery or other structure, with the surviving doorway opening from it into the nave. The nave is long, narrow and high, and its walls are thin (2' 5"). It could also be AS is but probably post Conquest. 
Refs: Secker 2006: Taylor 1978 (App. F):  Blair 2005: Fisher 1962.

UPTON – St Mary – Period C3 – SU5418 8700 – 6 miles WSW of Wallingford. 
See photofile O28 – Window in the north wall of the chancel. 

                      O29 – Outside of the south door.
                      O30 - North east quoin of the nave.
Although wholly refaced in cut flint in 1885, the plan of the church built between 1110 and 1130 has been preserved. The two windows to the E of the N and S walls of the chancel are original, except for the Victorian sills. The arch of the S doorway has early incised chevron carving, indicating Norman influence. The E quoins of the nave are largely original, as are three adjacent stones of the SW quoin and half of the stones of the NW quoin.
Ref: Secker 2006.
WALLINGFORD – St Leonard’s – Period C3 – St Leonard’s Lane. My main source has been Fisher 1962. 
See photofile O31 –The north wall of the nave with blocked windows & herringbone work.
                      O32 - The inside looking north east.
Start of Photo Archive 39 - O33 - Blocked south doorway to the chancel.
The church has been heavily restored, but Fisher (1962) says “nave and chancel walls” (are AS).”
Nothing AS is visible inside. The remains of blocked windows are visible in the outside of the N wall. There is a blocked doorway with a gabled head in the S wall of the chancel. It is tempting to consider it AS. A pamphlet is available in the church.
Refs: Secker 2006:Fisher 1962: VCH Berkshire 1972. 
WATERPERRY - St Mary the Virgin - Period uncertain - SP629063 – 6 miles E of Oxford. 
See the photofile O34- The former chancel arch looking east.
The church is close by Waterperry Manor and the associated garden centre. It comprises a nave with a timber framed tower over the W end, a S aisle and a chancel. In 1939 the voussoirs, imposts and the upper parts of the jambs of a typical AS chancel arch were found beneath the plaster above and beside the present chancel arch. The W side remains visible but the E side is plastered and though the outline is visible it is not possible to say whether the stones of the arch are through stones. The foundations of a small apsidal chancel were also excavated and it was suggested that the S side of the nave lay along the present arcade as far as the W pier. The offset above the E of the arcade appears to be consistent with this. A booklet is available in the church.
Refs: T & T 1965: Blair 1994 and 2005. 
WOODEATON – Holy Rood – Period,Saxo-Norman – 4 miles NE of Oxford, via the Marston junction on the A40.
See photofile O35 – Blocked doorway in the north wall of the chancel. 

                      O36 - The north wall of the chancel.

                      O37 - Excavated burnt daub with the impression of wattle-work.
A dig following drainage works and excavations between 1991 and 1994 exposed traces of burnt daub indicating a pre-Conquest timber church. It evidently comprised “ground fast” closely spaced vertical planks with wattles embedded in daub between them. When this burned down it was replaced in the late 11th c by a small stone church comprising a nave and an E annex. The nave lay wholly within the existing nave and E of the present S doorway. It has been interpreted tentatively as a “tower nave” used by a noble family, rather than as a parish church. The E annex survives as the N wall of the chancel. It has a blocked and primitive doorway visible on the outside. Subsequent alterations leave a church which appears to be of the 13th c. with a 15th c. tower. The burnt daub is seen in the photograph with a 2p piece (diameter 1”) to indicate the scale. It has the appearance, texture and weight of brick. This brick was only made when the church burned down. Tests being developed (2009) may provide a date for this event. I am grateful to John Blair for the opportunity to inspect the material.
Ref:Blair  1998, 1994 and  2005
RUTLAND
EGLETON – St Edmond - Period Saxo-Norman - SO876075.
It is thought that the chancel arch and the S doorway belong to the Saxo-Norman overlap style. The doorway arch looks Norman but the jambs, imposts, lintel, tympanum and hood-moulding are carved in a distinctive and un-Norman manner. The shafts supporting the imposts are strange in that there is no part of the arch above them and the imposts is all they support. The carving of the chancel arch is generally similar to that of the doorway.
Ref: T & T 1965. 

MARKET OVERTON - St Peter and St Paul - Period uncertain - SK866165.
All that remains in situ of AS date is the tower arch 6' 7" wide and over 14' tall. It is of typical AS construction and probably of reused Roman masonry. Roman and AS material has been found in the area of the church, and AS work is built into the tower walls. 
Refs:T & T 1965: Fisher 1962 (Article).
WARWICKSHIRE 
KINGSBURY – St Peter and St Paul – 4 miles S of Tamworth.
Fisher, my only source, says “one window in chancel (is AS).” A small picture on the internet suggests a tall nave.
Ref: Fisher 1962.
LOWER QUINTON – St Swithin’s – 6 miles SSW of Stratford on Avon. 

See photofile Wa01 - South arcade looking west showing variable fabric. 

                      Wa02 - The west end with old roof line.
                      Wa03 - The north arcade from the nave.
The church appears in Fisher as “Quinton”.  He, my only source, says “probably nave walling in part (is AS)”. The building is impressive for a village church; externally Gothic with side aisles and a tower and spire. Inside, the S arcade is Norman and the N 13th c. The nave is about 50’ long and 16’ wide. One is looking for possible reasons for Fisher’s cryptic analysis. The S wall is 27” thick, suggesting that the arcade was inserted in an earlier wall of typically AS thickness. The N wall is 30” thick at the W end and 27” at the E. In the S aisle the nave wall can be seen to be much thinner above the arches of the arcade. Inside the church there is the outline of an earlier gabled nave roof on the E face of the tower. It looks as if this roof served until the nave walls were raised to accommodate the clearstory. If this is correct it leaves the question of whether the nave walls, if indeed AS, were originally higher than the setback visible in the S aisle and cut down when the Norman arcade was inserted. I hope the photo-file pictures show that, viewed within the nave, the fabric in the spandrels of the arcades is different from that above the level of the arcades. I think that the fabric within the spandrels must be what Fisher had in mind as “probably “AS.  Ref: Fisher 1962.

TREDINGTON - St Gregory - Period C1 - SP259435 – 9 miles SSE of Stratford-on-Avon on the A3400. 
Start of Photo Archive 40 - See photofile Wa04 - The formerly external north wall of the nave from the north aisle.  

                      Wa05 - The north wall of the nave from the nave.
The church comprises a W tower and spire, an aisled nave with a N porch, and a chancel. Outside almost all is Gothic. Inside, the central nave is revealed as AS above the later arcades. The remains of four windows are visible both from the nave and the aisle above each arcade. A doorway high in the wall each side can only be seen from the nave. What remains of the round headed double splayed windows are made of flat pieces of stone. In the arches they are laid non-radially with mortar and small stones to fill the space at the top. This typically AS technique was first recognised in this church and when noted elsewhere is referred to as “Tredington fashion”. The doorways are distinguishable by their dressed stone voussoirs. They and the smaller and higher windows, to their W must have served a gallery with a floor just above the capitals of the much later arches and reached by stairs outside the church. It should be noted that although the AS nave was high, it must have been raised a few feet to accommodate the clerestory windows. The original walls are 2' 6" thick. A booklet is available in the church. 
Ref. T & T 1965: Taylor 1978: Cherry 1976 (note):  Fernie 1983: Fisher 1962: Rodwell 1986,  2005 and 2012.
RYTON ON DUNSMORE – St Leonard’s – Period C - 4 miles SE of Coventry.
Fisher, my only source, says “N and S walls of nave and chancel (are AS).”

The internet dates the church to 1100.
Ref: Fisher 1962.
WHITCHURCH – St Mary - Period probably C - (Not on the 250,000 road map). 3 miles SE of Stratford on Avon. On the A3400 just north of Alderminster take the road to the west to Wimpstone and in the village take the turn left to Whitchurch. Follow the road for half a mile to Church Cottage Farm on the left. The church is approached along the drive to the farm. 
See photofile Wa06 -  The north wall of the nave from the nave.
                      Wa07 - The square cut plinth below the north wall of the nave.
 My first source was Fisher (1962) but the Wawickshire Museum study, which I found on the internet was the major contributor.
Fisher says “W half of nave N & S walls of the nave, not W wall (are AS)”.

The section of the N wall from the W end to the offset about further 18’ E, and with conspicuous herring-bone work, is AS. The wall was stripped of plaster early in the 20th c. Another shorter stretch of AS wall occurs opposite the first on the S side, terminating at an offset opposite that on the north. These walls define the E end of a AS building which, excavation has determined, originally extended about 50’ W of the present W wall of the church. 

Ref: Fisher 1962. Warwickshire Museum Field Archaeology Projects Group Summary page 20, 2004
There is within the church a note about its history.
WOOTON WAWEN - St Peter - Period C2 - SP153632 – 6 miles NNW of Stratford-on-Avon on the A3400. 
See photofile  Wa08 – Eastern tower arch from the chancel looking west.
Start of Photo Archive 41 - Wa09 - Blocked northern tower arch from the south east.
The church comprises an AS axial tower with a Norman nave (with Gothic windows and arcade), and a Gothic chancel with a large S chapel which also flanks the tower. The tower is all that remains of the AS church but it has AS arches in all four sides and the tower must have been central to four annexes of which there is no trace. The arches are of typical AS form with jambs in “Escomb fashion” and plain imposts. The voussoirs vary greatly in their circumferential extent and are narrow radially. The stones vary in size and many are cut back to leave the voussoirs standing proud. The rest was presumably plastered as appears to have been done with quoin stones and pilaster strips elsewhere. The AS tower was only as high as the surviving string course. Its E quoins are visible outside the church and the W quoins can be seen on the E wall of the nave. These start at the bottom from corbels which might suggest that the full width of the present nave is AS up to this point. There is also a high level door into the tower and evidence inside the tower of former single belfry openings in all four faces. The tower walls are 2' 3" thick. There is a booklet available in the church.    

Refs: T & T 1965: Taylor 1978:Blair 2005: Fernie 1983 and 2000: Fisher 1962 (Article): Rodwell 2005. 
WILTSHIRE                                                                                                                      

ALTON BARNES - St Mary the Virgin - Period C - SU107620 – 7 miles SW of Marlbrough.
See photofile Wi01 – The remains of the north doorway & pilaster strips.
                      Wi02 - West end of south wall showing quoin and a pilaster strip.
                      Wi03 -  South east quoin.
Only the nave is AS. The quoins are megalithic and there are pilaster strips on the N, S and W walls. The sill of the S window may be the remains of a string course against which the pilaster strips ended. The N and S doorways are opposite one another in the AS manner, though that on the N is now a window and the S one, originally similar, has been enlarged. A blocked double opening in the W wall may mark an early bellcote or window. The walls are 2' 7" thick.
Ref: T & T 1965: Taylor 1978. 

AVEBURY - St James - Period C1 - SU100699 – 6 miles W of Marlborough. 
See photofile Wi04 – The Anglo-Saxon quoin of the nave between the tower & the aisle. 

Start of Photo Archive 42 - Wi05 -  Round Anglo-Saxon windows high in the south wall of the nave. 
The NW quoin of the nave, in the angle between the tower and the aisle, is the only AS work visible outside. Inside, above the N nave arcade are three round windows and, lower down, two round single splay windows, one of which has been cut into by the later Norman arch. Both this interference and the construction of the windows support an AS date. In the N aisle, above the arches in what was the outside wall of the nave, is a square string course along the length of the wall. This and the 2' 7" thickness of the wall are also indicative of AS work. 
Ref: : T & T 1965: Taylor 1978:Fisher 1962: Rodwell 2012.
BRADFORD-ON-AVON - St Laurence - Period: probably C - ST824609 – 4 miles ESE of Bath. 
See photofile Wi06 - Chancel arch from the nave with the angels, part of a former rood.
This church is rightly famous because it is so complete and relatively unaltered. Opinion about its date has changed since Taylor & Taylor (1965) and I am reporting Dr Taylor’s later opinion. The church was discovered in 1856 being used as a cottage and chapel and was presumed to be the chapel built by St Aldhelm (AD 675-709). It is now believed to be wholly of the 10th c. It comprises a very small and tall nave with a N porch or annex (and clear traces of a S one), and a chancel. The building is of ashlar stonework and the outside is decorated with a coherent system of pilaster strips, string-courses and blind arcades. Inside the most conspicuous features are the tall narrow chancel arch and the carved angels high above it, which must have formed part of a Rood which is lost. The proportions of the plan, elevation and decoration relate the side and diagonal lengths of a square. The walls of the church are 2' 5" thick. A booklet is available in the church.
Refs: T & T 1965: Taylor 1978: Blair 2005: Cherry 1976: Fernie 1983 and 2000: Gem 1984:  Fisher 1962: Rodwell 2005. 

BREMHILL - St Martin - Period  C - ST979730 – 4 miles E of Chippenham. 
See photofile Wi07 - West respond of the north arcade inserted in an earlier wall.
The church comprises a W tower, an aisled nave with a S porch, and a chancel. The nave above and to the W of the later arcades is AS. The clear evidence is to be seen, outside the church, in the angle between the tower and the N aisle. The AS nave is wider than the tower and about 15' of its NW quoin, built in long and short work, is visible. The surviving walls of the nave are 2' 1" thick. This is the reality of much surviving AS work. The proportions of the nave are right as are the thin walls; but without the exposed quoin the evidence of  AS work would, almost certainly, not have been sufficient to persuade Dr and Mrs Taylor. A booklet is available in the church.
Refs:T & T 1965: Taylor 1978: Blair 2005: Fisher 1962. 
BRITFORD - St Peter - Period B - SU163284 – 2 miles SE of Salisbury. 

See photofile. Wi08 - Arch to former north chapel, looking north east.  
                       Wi09 - Arch to former south chapel, looking south.
The AS survivals are the walls of the nave below the window-sills, part of the W walls of the transepts and, importantly, the arches in the N and S walls of the nave to the W of the transepts. Blocked until 1873 they are now protected by shelters. They led to porticus or annexes, the N one of which has been excavated. Note their elaborate decoration which must signify noble patronage. The church certainly had royal connections in the time of Edward the Confessor. The S door, also AS, was unblocked in 1873 and is much altered. 
Refs: T & T 1965: Taylor 1978: Blair 2005: Cherry 1976: Fernie 1983: Fisher 1962: Gem 1993: Rodwell 2005. A booklet is available in the church.
BURCOMBE - St John the Baptist - Period C - SU073311 – 6 miles W of Salisbury. 
Start of Photo Archive 43 - See photofile Wi 10 - The south east quoin of the chancel.

                    Wi11 - The south east quoin of the chancel and the square south plinth.
The chancel was noted as AS early in the 19th c. However the insertion of a large E window caused that and the N wall to fail. The S wall (2' 3" thick) survives, as do the E quoins, of good long and short work. Note the bonding course of larger stones just below the eves. 
Refs: T & T 1965: Taylor 1978: Fisher 1962.
CRICKLADE - St Sampson - Period: possibly C - SU099935. 

See photofile Wi12 - Part of an Anglo-Saxon pilaster strip.
Part of an AS pilaster strip is visible above the nave arcade in the S aisle of the church. It starts about 16' above ground with a stepped base and extends about 6' up the wall. It comprises two stones and is 11" wide by 2" deep. Further W, there is a carved stone level with the top of the pilaster strip and two carved beasts heads even further W. The latter are less certainly AS. The wall is 4' thick but the pilaster strip is very typically AS. 
Refs: T & T 1965: Taylor 1978: Blair 1994 and 2005.
INGLESHAM - St John the Baptist - Period C3 - SU205984 – 9 miles SSW of Burford. 
See photofile. Wi13 - Carving of the Virgin and Child. 
                       Wi14 - The south door looking into the nave.
The church is best known for the 11th c carving of the Virgin and Child now in the SE chapel. Though not in situ, there is no reason to suppose that it has been moved to this church. The other evidence for the building being AS is based on the walls of the nave being only 2' 2" thick and predating the arcades. The evidence for this is that the arches appear to be of various dates in a wall of one build, and therefore of an earlier date, with the arches having been cut through it. Without distinguishing features, the case for the original wall being AS is based on its thinness and relative height. 
Ref: T & T 1965: Blair 2005. There is a booklet available in the church. 

KNOOK - St Margaret - Period C3 - ST937418 – 5 miles SE of Warminster.
Start of Photo Archive 44 - See photofile Wi15- The blocked north doorway.


         Wi16- The tympanum over the blocked south door.
Start of Photo Archive 45 - Wi17-The capital supporting the western side of the arch. 


The church is essentially Norman but has an AS blocked doorway visible outside the S wall of the nave. It is tall with a lintel under an arch, a decorated tympanum, and outlined by a gabled porch. There is no evidence of through stones or Escomb fashion jambs but it has been dated by Clapham on its proportions, the form of its capitals, the moulding under the arch and the decoration of the tympanum which has been likened to the Aldhelm manuscript at Lambeth. The tympanum , in my opinion, invites comparison with those at Water Stratford (Bucks) See photofile Bu19.
Ref: T & T 1965: Cherry 1976(note): Fisher 1962.
LIMPLEY STOKE - St Mary the Virgin - Period C - ST783603 – 3 miles SW of Bath. 
See photofile  Wi18 - The doorway in the south arcade, formerly the outside of the nave.
The S aisle arcade, built in 1929 preserves a tall narrow doorway built of large through stones in the jambs, imposts extending along the walls and an arch of non radial voussoirs comprising more than a semi-circle. The walls of the nave are 2' 2"thick. 
Refs: T & T 1965: Taylor 1978: Fisher 1962: Rodwell 2005. A booklet is available in the church.
MANNINGFORD BRUCE – St Peter – Period C – 9miles ESE of Devizes. 
See photofile Wi19 – The church from the south east


          Wi20 – The remains of a blocked window in the south wall
Start of Photo Archive 46 - Wi21 -  South doorway from inside showing the square headed

                           door which closes onto the unrebated wall above the arch.

           Wi22 – North wall with blocked doorway and early window in the random flint wall.

           Wi23 – The random flint of the nave (right) and the coursed flint of the chancel (left).

                            Note also, the joints of the quoin stones in the nave and chancel align.     
Fisher says “most of church, with apse, possibly 10th c.

The scale shape and proportions of the church look Anglo-Saxon which may account for Fisher’s opinion. Inside all is plastered as was the exterior until restoration by J.L.Pearson in 1882 ( History of the County of Wiltshire. Vol.10). He revealed walls of cut flints, partly coursed and partly uncoursed. Otherwise he repaired but did not alter the church, apart from changing the pitch of the roofs. Surviving ancient windows look more Norman than Saxon. Inside, the chancel arch is of a single order in a thick wall without through stones.  The imposts are narrow and have a fairly simple moulding. 

Ref: Fisher 1962.
POTTERN – Dedication unknown -  Period unknown -  100 yds south of the later church of St Mary – ST995585 –  2 miles SW of Devizes.
An AS font survives, in St Mary’s. The ground slots of an undated wooden church were excavated circa 1960. It comprised a nave 15’ square, a chancel 9’ square. To this had been added a SE baptistery (with a recess which the font fits), a W extension to the nave of 10’x 9’ and square side chapels to N and S.  Nothing is now visible above ground.
Ref: T & T 1965: Taylor 1978.
NETHERAVON - All Saints - Period C3 - SU147484 – 11 miles N of Salisbury on the A345. 
Start of Photo Archive 47 - See photofile Wi24 – Detail of the west doorway.
                      Wi25 -  The tower from the south with traces of the south and west annexes.
The church comprises an AS (apart from the corbel table etc.) W tower, a later nave with aisles partly overlapping the tower, and a chancel. There are large arches with impressive mouldings in the E and W faces of the tower. The buttresses on the W face are the remains of an annex. There are smaller doorways to N and S. The W walls of both aisles are part of the 2' thick E walls of former annexes. The quoins in the tower walls indicate the position of their former W walls. There is a blocked doorway in the first floor of the N face of the tower, and another high above the W arch. The N and S belfry windows are Gothic but the small window at the same level on the W face is early, as may be small windows in the N and S faces.

 Refs: T & T 1965: Blair 2005: Fernie 1983: Fisher 1962(Article.): Gem 1988.
RAMSBURY - Holy Cross - Period uncertain - SU274716 - 10 miles SE of Swindon. 
See photofile Wi26 –The “foundation”, either by the path or under the plinth beyond it?
                      Wi27 - Carved stones in the north west corner of the church.
The site was a cathedral in the 10th & 11th c, all that remains of it is a foundation wall a few feet from the S wall of the existing church’s chancel. Excavated AS carved stones are kept in the church.

Refs: T & T 1965: Blair 1994 and 2005.
WORCESTERSHIRE
ELMLEY CASTLE – St Mary’s – 4 miles WSW of Evesham. 
See photofile Wo01- Herringbone-work in the south wall of the chancel.
Fisher, my only source, says “parts of nave and chancel walls (are AS)”. There are also early carved stones built into the much later N porch walls. There is a booklet available in the church.
Ref: Fisher 1962. 
WORCESTER CATHEDRAL – Christ and Our Lady – Period C. 
See photofile Wo02 – The slype, off the east cloister walk.
                      Wo03 - An earlier arch above a lost Norman doorway in the south cloister walk.
This is the much altered church of St Wulfstan, begun in 1084 on or near the sites of two AS churches of which little is known. In the present cloister the E slype (the restaurant) incorporates blind arcades which are almost wholly reused AS material, though not “in situ”. Several parts of the cloister walls are arguably AS and “in situ” though probably part of former conventual buildings rather than a church. The N end of the E walk has a change in fabric from smooth Norman ashlar at the S to coursed rubble further N, which may be AS. The W walk has a blocked Norman doorway with, above it (see photo) three stones of the arch of an earlier, possibly AS window. In the same wall there is the blocked four centred arch of a doorway below a much larger blocked Norman arch which was cut through an earlier, and therefore possibly AS, wall. In the S walk there is a square Norman smooth ashlar buttress with similar fabric to the left but roughly coursed rubble to the right and behind it. This is therefore earlier and possibly AS. Reports of an AS rotunda below the decagonal Norman chapter house have proved unfounded.

Ref: Barker and Romain 2001. 
A KEY TO REFERENCES IN THE TEXT
The references below are those used at the foot of the entries in the gazetteer. 
References are to any mention of a church. In general, a reference to Taylor and Taylor (T & T 1965) should be taken as the primary reference. Failing this a reference to Fisher 1962 should be so used.

Bailey 2003

              Keith Bailey MA, PhD.

              The Church in Anglo-Saxon Buckinghamshire c.650 - c.1100
              In Records of Buckinghamshire Vol 43 2003 pages 61 to 76.

  Being The Journal of the Architectural & Archaeological Society for the County of     Buckingham. This article demonstrates the problems besetting the student of this         subject, depending as it does on such scanty evidence as “A handful of charters,   some architecture and archaeological discoveries, and some saints’ lives.”

Barker and Romain 2001


Philip Barker and Christopher Romain

Worcester Cathedral, A Short History – Logaston Press in association with Chris Romain Architecture – 2001. 
Biddle and Quirk  1961 (2) -

              Biddle, M and Quirk, R.N.

              Excavations near Winchester Cathedral 1961

              Archaeological Journal 1961 pgs 119 &150-194

Blair 1994 - 



Anglo-Saxon Oxfordshire - John Blair - Sutton Publishing - 1994 - 230 pages - Many maps and illustrations - A fine analysis of a particular area (but of general significance), largely from an archaeological perspective. The church and churches are dealt with in the wider context of society. 
Blair 1998 – 

             In Oxoniensia Vol. LXIII (63) 1998  pages 228 to 232 - 

Oxoniensia is the journal of the Oxfordshire Architectural and Historical Society

Blair 2005 -


The Church in Anglo-Saxon Society - John Blair - Oxford University Press -  2005 -   604 pages  Some illustrations and maps. An excellent up-to-date account of the evolution of the church as an organisation within society.

Blair and McKay 1985 – 

              In Oxoniensia Vol. L (50) 1985 pages 25 to 45 -

Oxoniensia is the journal of the Oxfordshire Architectural and Historical Society

Blair and Steane 1982 –

              In Oxoniensia  Vol. XLVII (47)  pages 37 to 125 - 

Oxoniensia is the journal of the Oxfordshire Architectural and Historical Society

Cherry 1976


Ecclesiastical Architecture – B.Cherry – 50 pages


In The Archaeology of Anglo-Saxon England – D.M.Wilson (ed) – 1976

The article is valuable beyond the specific references made, as are several of the other 

articles, particularly that by Rosemary Cramp (Monastic Sites)   
Dodd 2003

Oxford before the University – A.Dodd (ed) – 477 pages. The tower of St Michael’s at the North gate, pages 155-164 & St.George’s Tower pages 48 & 49.

Fernie 1983 - 

The Architecture of the Anglo-Saxons - Eric Fernie - Batsford - 1983 - 192 pages – Illustrated This is an excellent and accessible review of the evolution of Anglo-Saxon architecture.

Fernie 2005 - 

The Architecture of Norman England - Eric Fernie - Oxford University Press - 2000 – 352 pages. The book starts from 1066 and therefore covers the period of the “overlap” between Anglo-Saxon and Norman construction methods and stylistic characteristics. 

Fisher 1962 –

The Greater Anglo-Saxon Churches – E.A.Fisher - Faber and Faber -1962 – 462 pages plus         plates. 230 illustrations of more AS churches than any work I know of except Taylor and Taylor. The book deals in detail with 100 churches. Of these 20 are covered in this book and I have identified them in the references to this note as “(Article)”. In an addendum he comments very briefly on 290 others, including some which are, so far as I know, referred to nowhere else. Of these, 35 are included here with the author’s comments verbatim. Those I have not visited have to rely on Fisher’s words. For those I have visited I have provided photographs and an attempt to explain Fisher’s opinion.   

Gem 1978 – 

             Church Architecture in the age of King Aethelred – R.Gem – 10pages.

In Ethelred the Unready –Papers from the millenary conference – D.Hill (ed) 1978 – B.A.R. British Series 59

Gem 1984 – 

             Anglo-Saxon Architecture of the 10th and 11th  Centuries – R.Gem – 4 pages.

In The Golden Age of Anglo-Saxon Art – Catalogue to a B.M. exhibition in 1984 which marked the millennium of the death of St Aethelwold. 

Gem 1986 - 
 

              A.B.C. How should we periodize Anglo-Saxon architecture? - R.Gem - 10 pages.

In The Anglo-Saxon Church - Eds. L.A.S.Butler and R.K.Morris – Council for British Archaeology - 1986 – Papers on history architecture and archaeology in honour of Dr H.M.Taylor presented to a seminar in 1983.

Gem 1988 – 

             The English Parish Church in the 11th & early 12th c. A great rebuilding? – R.Gem – 10 pages.

In Minsters and Parish Churches. The local church in transition 950 - 1200 - Ed. J.Blair - Oxford Univ. Cttee. for Archaeology. - 1988 

Gem 1993 – 

             Architecture of the Anglo-Saxon Church 735 to 870 – R.Gem - 43 pages.

             In The Journal of the British Archaeological Assn 1993 

Gem 1995 – 

Staged Timber Spires in Carolingian North-East France & late Anglo-Saxon England                           R.Gem – 20 pages. In The Journal of the British Archaeological Assn 1995
Heighway and Bryant  1999 - 

The Golden Minster – The Anglo-Saxon Minster and later Medieval Priory of St. Oswald at Gloucester – C.Heighway and R.Bryant -  Council for British Archaeology, Research Report No. 117 – 1999                        
Hare 1971

Anglo-Saxon work at Carlton and other Bedfordshire churches - in Bedfordshire 

Archaeological Journal 1971.

Jackson and Fletcher 1962

The apse and nave at Wing Buckinghamshire – E.D.C.Jackson and E.G.M.Fletcher – in the      Journal of the British Archaeological Association 3rd series XXV 1962

Kendrick 1949 -

Late Saxon and Viking Art – T.D.Kendrick – 1949 – 152 pages, 21 text illustrations & 96 plates. Included here for the references to Water Stratford Church, Buckinghamshire on pages 142 to145.

Parsons & Sutherland 2013 – 

The Anglo-Saxon Church of All Saints, Brixworth, Northamptonshire: Survey, Excavation 

and Analysis, 1972-2010

Parsons 2013 –

All Saints Church, Brixworth, Northhamptonshire: The Development of the Fabric c. 1100 -1865 in The Journal of the British Archaeological Association. Vol. 166 for 2013.

Poore Norton & Dodd 2009 –


Excavations at Oxford Castle (Based on D.Poore’s Tom Hassell lecture for 2008

in Oxoniesia  Vol. 74 2009  pages 1 to 18.  
Rahtz and Watts 1997 -

St Mary’s Church Deerhurst Gloucestershire – P. Rhatz and L.Watts - The Boydell Press  (for The Society of Antiquaries and The British Archaeological Assn) - 1997

Richmond 1986
  - 

             Outlines of church development in Northamptonshire. – H.Richmond - 12 pages.

In The Anglo-Saxon Church - Eds. L.A.S.Butler and R.K.Morris – Council for British Archaeology - 1986 – Papers on history architecture and archaeology in honour of Dr H.M.Taylor presented to a seminar in 1983.

Most of the churches for which Richmond is the only source have “clasped towers” with relatively late aisles extended west beside the tower. His hypothesis was that this enabled the maximisation of space in a short nave constrained by the chancel arch at one end and the tower at the other. Perhaps more important was his demonstration of documented “mother/daughter” links between churches which provided evidence of the age of churches where the physical evidence was unsatisfactory. I can find no evidence that Richmond’s ideas have been much investigated or accepted.

Rodwell 1986-

Anglo-Saxon church building: aspects of design and construction. - W.Rodwell - 20   pages.

In The Anglo-Saxon Church - Eds. L.A.S.Butler and R.K.Morris – Council for British Archaeology - 1986 – (Papers on history architecture and archaeology in honour of Dr H.M.Taylor presented to a seminar in 1983.) Reference is made to three papers.

Rodwell 2005 - 

The Archaeology of Churches - Warwick Rodwell –Tempus – 2005 – 224 pages – Illustrated           

A fully revised edition of a book first published in 1981. It is intended for the serious student of church archaeology and deals with work above and below ground and from the Anglo-Saxon period to the Victorian. Its coverage of many relevant projects tends to be brief but is up to date and there are numerous references to sources.

Rodwell 2009 - 

Dorchester Abbey- Warwick Rodwell- Oxbow- 2009- 256 pages – Illustrated.

An accessible and up to date work covering every architectural period represented in the church
Rodwell 2012 – 


Appearances can be deceptive: Building & Decorating Anglo-Saxon Churches,

Warwick Rodwell - in Journal of the British Archaeological Association Vol. 165 2012  pages 22 – 60.

Rodwell summarises the accumulated evidence regarding the elements of Anglo-Saxon churches which have been lost and demonstrates that that they were not originally the rough and ready buildings which most now appear to be. In particular he shows that church walls were rendered or whitewashed and probably painted. 

Secker 2006 –

Four Saxo-Norman Churches near Wallingford – D. Sacker- Oxoniensia Vol. LXXI (71) 2006 - pages 31 to 66  

Oxoniensia is the journal of the Oxfordshire Architectural and Historical Society

Smith 1966

The Anglo-Saxon churches of Bedfordshire

T,P.Smith – Bedfordshire archaeological Journal 1966. 

The article makes a case for the numerous Bedfordshire Anglo-Saxon churches to the north west of Bedford being due to the Great Ouse and other watercourses being available to transport stone. 

Smith 1974

The Earliest Work in the church of St Mary Bedford – T.P.Smith –Bedfordshire Archaeological Journal 1974

T&T 1965 

Anglo-Saxon Architecture  - Volumes I & II - H.M. &  J.Taylor- Cambridge University Press – 1965 – 734 pages - Republished in a compact format in 1980. (See “Taylor 1978” below)

A gazetteer of over 400 churches arranged alphabetically by place (NB eg. “Great Paxton” under “P”). Vol.1 covers A to O. Vol. II includes all the plates. Appendix B covers churches which were considered doubtful. All that are in the region under review are included in my text. 

Taylor1978

Anglo-Saxon Architecture - Volume III - H.M.Taylor – Cambridge University Press -1978 - Republished 1984 – Continuation of  “T & T 1965” above, to page 1118 – Contains tables, the index to all three volumes and, in Appendix F details of some churches not noted in Vols. I & II and revisions to the details of others. The body of the work is an analysis of the parts and typical features of Anglo-Saxon churches. The statistical tables should not discourage engagement with the narrative.
Tiller 2005-


Dorchester Abbey – K.Tiller (ed.) – Stonesfield Press - 2005
Wilkinson and McWhirr  1998 -

             Cirencester Anglo-Saxon Church and Medieval Abbey - D. Wilkinson and Alan McWhirr –         
             Cotswold Archaeological Trust Ltd - 1998
________________________________________________________________________
A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE EVOLUTION OF ANGLO-SAXON CHURCHES
                                 (with some references to examples in the Photofile)
This may be of use to readers with no access to other works on the subject. Elsewhere I have tried to limit my role to that of compiler and editor of the work of others. However, here I have allowed myself some latitude in expressing my own opinions. This is particularly the case in relation to the small parish churches which are not well covered in books for non-specialists.
The period of Anglo-Saxon influence may be said to have started in about 450AD, after the Romans had left; and ended with the Norman Conquest in 1066. The period of church building starts in about 600AD with Augustine’s mission to Kent. It ended gradually after 1066 when Norman influence became overwhelmingly more significant. The vast majority of Anglo-Saxon churches were built of wood and have left no trace. The earliest would now be over 1400 yeas old and the youngest approaching 1000 years.  

My aim is to try to make it easier to understand the often slight remains of the churches briefly described and illustrated. Stone buildings started to appear in significant numbers after about 800 AD which marked the beginning of a period when England gradually became richer, more stable politically and more aware of the rest of Europe. Apart from the influence of the Church directly from Rome there were increasing contacts with the areas we now call France and Germany. The Vikings were also a considerable influence. Following their initial barbarous activity they quickly settled and converted to Christianity. They had trading connections, mainly through rivers, as far as Constantinople, the Black Sea and Western Russia. All this fed into the Anglo-Saxon culture. Having said that, the Alps the English Channel and the North Sea were significant barriers which meant that new knowledge was delayed and modified by the time it reached the British Isles. The Norman Conquest had a huge influence eventually but Norman methods did not fully filter down to Anglo-Saxon builders for several decades and many Anglo-Saxon churches are attributed to an “overlap” period extending to 1150AD or perhaps later. In any case the loss of all the most prestigious Anglo Saxon buildings of before 1066AD means that we cannot tell how much of the fully evolved Anglo-Norman style was Norman and how much an evolution of the pre-Conquest methods. 

A visitor to the England of one thousand years ago, 1013, fifty three years before the Norman Conquest, would notice stone churches of different ages and several types. I will describe these in the order of their first appearance.

Stone churches dating from the time of Augustine’s mission in 597AD.

These would have been designed and built by masons from Rome or the near Continent using cut stone from the ruins of buildings abandoned by the Romans. Some aspects of these buildings influenced later structures but they were not essentially Anglo-Saxon. 

Monasteries and Minsters.

There were closed orders of monks and nuns before Augustine’s mission. They lived in isolation from the world and even the monks were not generally priests. The typical monastery of the later middle- ages, with a cloister, chapter house etc., attached to a church had not reached England before the Conquest so it is difficult to recognise an early monastery as such or to distinguish it from a minster. Minster and monastery are both words from same root and it may be that it is a distinction without a difference. Minsters are understood to have been church foundations established before there were parishes to house groups of priests who provided pastoral care to Christian communities over an area, much larger than the later parishes, only limited by the need to travel on foot over unpaved paths. Evidently the functions of a minster could co-exist with those of a monastery. The function of these churches was gradually lost to the parish churches. However they were originally established under the patronage of the aristocracy, including bishops and abbots and therefore even as they lost their first function and became only parish churches themselves, they often kept the support of their founders. Many churches that were minsters survive, some keeping that title, but none retain any visible fabric from before the time of Augustine.

Manorial and Parish churches

The minster system was better than nothing but it was inconvenient. Congregations, including the lord of the manor were supposed to visit the minster for certain festivals and burials in hallowed ground had to be at the minster. Gradually communities built their own churches, generally of wood and paid for by the lord of the manor, or thegn. Gradually it was established that the status of thegn involved ownership of, amongst other things, a chapel. It had become a matter of status. Sometimes a priest was appointed by the thegn. It was all much more convenient. However church taxes were still due to the minster, including burial fees, even when the minster was not involved. Gradually compromises were reached. The minsters, the mother churches, kept their rights to part of the taxes while the parish churches, the daughter churches, kept the rest. Often the minster gradually declined to the status of a parish church while keeping its rights to church taxes, sometimes until after the Reformation. It is unclear when the “manorial” churches joined the system of parish churches. The first manorial churches were wooden and the only surviving features are the traces of post holes marking the outline of their walls. They were simple structures of one or two cells. Only in the latter case is the outline of nave and a narrower chancel or apse substantial evidence of the presence of a church.

Stone churches started to be built quite early, but comprised the minority of new churches for a long time. Only gradually did stone replace wood as the preferred material and it was still used occasionally long after the Conquest. Stone gained ground as timber became more expensive and because patrons saw stone as higher status. Influence from the near Continent also had its effect, particularly on higher status churches sponsored by royalty or nobility. Even so, until the Conquest stone was hardly used at all for secular buildings. The Anglo-Saxon word for building was something like “timbering” and even stone churches involved wood to a very large extent. Apart from scaffolding and shuttering (to support unset mortared walls) in the building process, wood was used for roof frames, towers, doors, door and window frames, internal porches, galleries, upper floors, ladders and internal fittings of all sorts. Virtually all this has vanished with hardly a trace.

Cathedrals

Augustine arrived in Kent in 597AD charged by the Pope in Rome with establishing in England a system of dioceses under the authority of bishops based at cathedrals; the first being at Canterbury.

However Augustine found the English petty kings less receptive to Christianity than had been expected. Also there were some areas where paganism continued alongside the new religion, with some cases of temporary backsliding. Even so, by 650AD there were a number of cathedrals; of which there is now no trace. These, like other churches at that time were of timber and probably also served as monasteries or minsters. There were second thoughts about the best place for some cathedrals but, newly built or redeveloped, they grew and by our hypothetical date of 1013AD they were evidently quite large and of stone. “Quite large” was by comparison with parish churches of the period. They would have been very small compared with the Norman and Gothic cathedrals that have come down to us.

It was normal in the later Middle Ages for the evolution of building techniques and decorative conventions to appear first in the more important churches and to then filter down to smaller ones as the need for repair, alteration or new building arose. There is no reason to think that this process did not apply before the Conquest. William the Conqueror was anxious to please the Pope and as part of his plan was to make his presence felt in England, all the cathedrals and most of the major monasteries were rebuilt from the ground up on a much larger scale and without regard to the previous buildings on the same sites. There are therefore not only no Anglo-Saxon cathedrals but little coherent evidence left to us about the changing building practice in the smaller churches.  All we have are the partial ground plans of a few cathedrals such as Winchester and Canterbury and monasteries such as Cirencester. The new Norman cathedrals are also an enigma because while having much in common with the style prevalent in Normandy they were in some ways very different. Durham cathedral is an example of work which is unique in Europe. The expression Anglo-Norman may be taken as identifying Norman work in England but I prefer to see it as a style different from Norman, rapidly diverging from it and reflecting the survival and evolution of Anglo-Saxon traditions.

BUILDING IN STONE IN ANGLO-SAXON ENGLAND

Mortar, plaster and whitewash.

These materials were used in all phases of Anglo-Saxon building history, but particularly for the minor stone parish churches of uncertain date, but from about 800AD to 1150AD. Their surviving Anglo-Saxon features are often slight and now rather unprepossessing in appearance but it is these little known churches to which I particularly want to direct the visitor.

The walls will be roughly finished and thin, but the ordinary visitor will have no means of measuring how thick they are. Indeed, no claim to an Anglo-Saxon origin will have been based only on the walls. Nevertheless you may have to be content with a blocked window or door or even the remains of the arch over it, cut back to the surface and sometimes partly hidden above or behind a later addition. Such remains in an otherwise undisturbed wall are good evidence that the wall is Anglo Saxon.  The roughly finished walls of surviving churches need explanation.

The evidence suggests that lime mortar, plaster and whitewash were important factors in the appearance of Anglo-Saxon churches. Lime must have been a familiar commodity. Limestone, essentially calcium carbonate, had been “burnt” in lime kilns since men started farming crops. The resulting quick-lime was used to spread over the fields to improve the soil. During the period of timber building this quick-lime was mixed with water to form whitewash and used to lighten the inside and outside of dwelling houses and churches. It also resisted the attack of insects, mould etc; though it could not help the survival of posts buried in the ground. A thicker mixture of whitewash mixed with animal hair and other waste products, resulted in plaster. This was used to cover the mud daub infill in wattle and daub and give a waterproof finish to timber buildings and a smooth finish to stone buildings. 

Builders of small stone manorial churches used the nearest available source of material because transport over any distance was very expensive. Fieldstone from near the site of the church was used even if much of it was only rubble. The surface finish of a wall might be “coursed rubble” if there were resources to sort stone appropriately or “uncoursed rubble“if there were not. If only very small stones were available this, in the extreme case, had to be mixed like very course concrete using a great deal of mortar. Different parts of the wall could look very different, depending on what had been available. Limestone is often found in thin slabs. I believe these were used to create “herringbone” work (See O31, Hf06). It comprises rows of flat stones laid on edge. You will know it when you see it! It normally appears in patches with no decorative rhyme or reason. It seems likely that it was the best way to use this material without using large quantities of mortar which would otherwise be squeezed out and wasted by the weight of stone above. The appearance of the wall face did not matter. It was all to be smoothed over with plaster and whitewashed every few years. The plaster was lost over the centuries due partly to the passage of time, but mainly because of the efforts of religious and aesthetic enthusiasts. However if that had not been the case we would not be able to recognise a lot of the Anglo-Saxon work visible today.

Quoins

The corners or quoins of Anglo-Saxon churches were often made of the same rubble material as the rest of the walls. However many were built of large stones in one of several patterns. “Long and Short Work” and “Side Alternate” are the best known. In Long and Short Work tall stones, sometimes three feet long (nearly a metre) were alternated with large flat stones bonded into the adjacent walls. A possible reason for using large stones is suggested below.

It is a feature of long and short work in some churches that they have been laid proud of the wall nearby and cut back to create a vertical line at a constant distance from the corner, beyond which the stones are flush with the wall. It is presumed that the walls would then be plastered and the plaster extended over the flush area of the quoin stones leaving a straight vertical finish (examples at C11, C20, G17 and Ha06). It may be that this was to achieve the same visual effect as the corner posts in a timber framed church. 

Stones would be cut wherever they were quarried. This was laborious using soft iron tools which did not keep an edge and wore away quickly. Steel was a very expensive high status material, reserved for swords etc. A stone would be isolated by chipping a channel where it was to be detached. Wooden wedges would be driven into the channel until the stone broke off. There was an obvious incentive to minimise this work by cutting large stones. Perhaps a single stone would be easier to transport than the same weight of smaller stones. Transport would, wherever possible, be by water; perhaps a “punt” on a stream, one stone at a time. The journey on land, to and from the stream, might be on a small cart pulled by oxen, but more probably on a sledge using logs as rollers. 

String courses and pilaster strips
Many churches have at least the remains of one or both of these features. Both comprise fairly long narrow stones set into a wall; vertically in the case of pilaster strips and horizontally for string courses (examples at C04, G09, G14, G21, G26, Ha01, Ha03, Ha11 and Wi06). From the remains it is sometimes possible to tell that the strips divided up the wall into areas of a similar size, resembling the timber framing of “black and white” Tudor buildings. Pilaster strips often have small bases and capitals. In the apse at Wing (Bu19) and Deerhurst, St Mary’s (G21) pilaster strips form the angles between the faces of the polygon and there and at many other places some structural support might be claimed. It is my opinion that the device was partly aesthetic, to break up an otherwise unrelieved expanse of wall.
Windows

The windows of Anglo-Saxon stone churches were small, round headed (sometimes circular) and, typically, double splayed. The aperture for light was in the centre of the wall and sometimes involved a flat stone or piece of timber set into the centre of the two splays (Examples Be19, Br02, & O06). Belfry openings were built differently and are described later. Some very small windows were cut straight through the wall and had a lintel, sometimes cut into an arch shape. If an apparently large unsplayed opening is seen, it was probably a door which, if high above the ground, probably served a now lost upper floor or gallery. The splays of windows were often made of the same rubble as the walls. This would have required temporary wooden centring to hold the unset mix of stone and mortar in place. The same centring could be used for each splay in turn and would be easier to manage than that required for a single splayed window such as the Normans used. Anglo-Saxon windows are well known for their irregular voussoirs, typified by those at Tredington, Warwickshire (Wa05 also Bu10, Ha14 & O06) which has given its name to the style. This method makes use of unshaped flat stones but at Brixworth, Northants (N08) also (L01), voussoirs were made of reused Roman tiles. These were also not set strictly radially but at a sharp angle near the impost. This was for convenience in construction and similar work can be seen in early churches in Rome.
Later arcades in Anglo-Saxon nave walls
Very few Anglo-Saxon churches were built with side aisles to the central nave. However in the Norman and later periods aisles were often added. This involved creating an arcade of arches between the nave and the aisle by cutting through the wall of the Anglo-Saxon nave without disturbing it. The alternative would have been to demolish the wall after first removing the roof. The preferred method left the original thin Anglo-Saxon walls undisturbed above the new arches. Sometimes new columns were built between the arches and sometimes sections of the original walls were left as piers and as responds at the ends of the arcades. The most interesting cases are where an Anglo-Saxon window high in a wall has been cut through by an arch of the later arcade, leaving parts of the window visible on one or both sides of the wall (examples N15, O21/22, Wa04 & Wi20).

 Chancel arches and tower arches

There were chancel arches as soon as there were stone churches. The earliest belong to the churches in Kent and Northumbria built in the 7th c by Augustine and his followers, who were trained in Roman methods and their churches were not following a tradition fostered in England. Several of these churches had a triple chancel arch, possibly to provide an opening which was sufficiently wide and adequately supported. The only church in our area which might have had a triple arch is Brixworth in Northants (N07), though the apparent traces of side arches may be openings which afforded a view between the nave and chancel while not reaching ground level.

Anglo-Saxon chancel arches were typically tall, narrow and very simple being of only one order and with some “through stones” passing through the thickness of the thin wall and visible on the face of the nave and chancel sides of the arch (examples G34 & G45/46). These stones might be in the arch itself or in the jambs at each side. At the top of each jamb, between it and the springing of the arch was an impost, a large flat stone which projected into the archway and intended to support the wooden centering while the arch was being built (example G15). Even by the date of the Conquest, complex decoration would have been limited to the more important churches with more wealthy patrons. This might involve two orders on the arch and or the jambs with a second arch inside the first but narrower (east to west). Alternatively or additionally there could be a half shaft in the jambs, sometimes running under the soffit of the arch (examples O15, C20/21). Any decoration of a chancel arch would usually be more elaborate on the nave side than on the other, thus marking the entrance to the liturgically more significant part of the church. The same principle applied to other arches between different areas of the building. The Wittering chancel arch is an exception to this rule.        

A typical feature of later Anglo-Saxon churches was the extension of the chancel arch imposts north and south across the eastern wall of the nave. This is often in conjunction with a pilaster strip beside but a little distance from the jambs of the arch, stretching from the ground up to the imposts and continuing above the imposts running over the chancel arch. This feature also appears on some tower arches and on doorways (examples C01, C09, C20, N03, N32 & N25).
Western towers, their belfry openings, high level doorways and other features.

These were generally (see central and axial towers below) an addition to an existing one or two cell church. The walls were thicker than the maximum usual for nave walls, of 2’ 6” (75 cms). The existing west wall of a church was often left to form the lower part of the east wall of a tower. Towers were usually narrower than naves and It is sometimes possible to see the outside of the original west wall of the nave running behind the side walls of the tower, to which it was not bonded, the masonry being different from both that of the tower and the present and even later west walls of the aisles. This may be the only evidence of the Anglo-Saxon origin of a church nave (examples N16 & Wi04).

The later aisles of some churches extended west beyond the end of the nave to “clasp” the tower. Evidently intended to make a church larger given the limit of the existing nave, it also indicates the chronology of the building; i.e. nave followed by tower followed by aisle(s). This feature, associated with a high short nave, has been claimed as Anglo-Saxon for several churches in Northants Beds and Bucks (Examples Be06, Be16, Bu03, N09 & N10).

The tower may indicate its age by the quoins but more usually by Anglo-Saxon belfry openings. These are of distinctive construction, being two round arched openings cut straight through the wall and separated only by a more or less cylindrical baluster supporting a stone slab running through the whole thickness of the wall (examples Br07, N28, & O18/19).

Anglo Saxon towers were sometimes raised in height in the Norman period and additional belfry openings of a typically different design installed (example Br07). It was this feature which led to the suspicion that there was a period of stone architecture earlier than Norman.

It is often possible to see the outline of an earlier nave roof on the east wall of an Anglo-Saxon tower. This “weathering” (there are several names for it) is still visible because it had to be very substantial to prevent water soaking between the wall and a thatched or wooden shingled roof.  Either within the angle of this weathering outside the church, or above the tower arch inside the church, a doorway is sometimes to be seen. These are the subject of speculation. They may have been the means of reaching an upper floor of the tower or have enabled access from the tower to a room above the nave. There are similar doorways above chancel arches, which may strengthen the case for upper rooms. These might have been for storage or for the accommodation of priests. In minsters and monasteries they might have accommodated some of the many altars that the liturgy of those days required. 

Towers in centrally planned churches

These were built and have survived in several forms none of which is very common. The central tower is seen today in most medieval cathedrals where the tower has the chancel to the east, the nave to the west and transepts to north and south. The axial tower is found in many parish churches; the chancel and nave to east and west, but without transepts. The space under a central tower is called the crossing with arches of the same height opening to all four sides. Equal arched transepts, are not seen in Anglo-Saxon churches. Annexes north and south of the east end of the nave occur in the earliest churches in Kent and are called porticus. They had specific liturgical purposes where they overlapped the chancel and nave, but they evolved. At Deerhurst, Glouc. they had two stories with arches overlooking the central area, possibly for a choir. At Britford, (Wi08 & 09), they are smaller (but not as small as the modern protection work suggests) with access through small arches. At Breamore, Hants, a rather larger porticus (the surviver of two) opens onto a central space under a tower. Above the height of the nave wall it is of timber. The central area is not defined outside the building, except by pilaster strips on the walls. The central area and the tower above, when present, were normally wider than the nave and chancel or the north and south annexes to it. This meant that the corners of the tower stuck out or, were “salient”. Some western towers were originally central or axial, sometimes with the tower forming a very small nave. Examples are Earls Barton (N11),  Netheravon (Wi25) & Northleigh (O16).  An axial tower survives at Langford (O13).

Naves and chancels

Chancels were often extended eastward, for liturgical reasons in the 13th c. The western parts of the walls often survive with the remains of blocked windows, though sometimes obstructed by later additions (examples Be04, Be09 & 10).

The naves of some churches show evidence of galleries at the west end. Examples are at Tredington (Warks), Deerhurst (Glouc) and Wing(Bu22). 

In the absence of windows, pilaster strips or other features, the shape of an Anglo-Saxon nave may declare its origin. Even if every stone is later, it may be on the original plan, which will be short and narrow; the ghost of a church! It would be irresponsible to pronounce on this evidence alone but it is a clue to what else may be there, unnoticed. It may also suggest a search for documented history. If the walls of the Anglo-Saxon church survive, they may have been cut about to create arcades, aisles and later clearstory windows; but they should be high. A clearstory (several spellings) is a row of windows in the nave walls above an aisle roof, but were the walls raised to accommodate the windows, or were the windows cut through high Anglo-Saxon walls? The following cases, offered as possibly having Anglo-Saxon origins on the evidence of high short naves, illustrate the quandary (N09, N10, N12, Bu03, Be06, and Be16).
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