
The Meon Valley celebrated the return of the Saxons in the 1st 
Saxon Festival for over 1000 years 
Following the success of the Meonstoke School Saxon day at 
Corhampton Church, the Friends of the Church organised a festival 
for the community on July 17th. 
The event was an outstanding success with over 200 people from the 
Valley experiencing and celebrating the cultural heritage for which 
the 1000 year old Church is an icon. 

The highlight of the festival was Weorod, a Saxon historical re-enactment & 
living history society, which takes its inspiration from the Meonware tribe 
which gave its name to the Meon Valley (see 
http://www.weorod.org/inspiration.php). Weorod, dressed in shining red 
armour and with demonstrations of Saxon crafts, enthralled the festival goers 
who were able to enjoy and participate in historical re-enactments. 
Great fun was had when Weorod joined us to re-enact the 1066 battles of 
Stamford Bridge (a victory against the Vikings) and Hastings (the invasion by 
the Normans and the death of King Harold)... ending with a ritual funeral 
march, with the King (played by a Meonstoke School pupil) carried on a shield back to Corhampton 
Church. 

Equally engaging were the opportunities offered by 
Winchester Museum Services and local farmer and 
archaeologist Gill Horn to explore, touch and feel Saxon 
artefacts; quizzes and creative activities offered by Linda 
Coumbe and Ross Irving, head teachers of Meonstoke and 
Droxford schools; a living history and tour of the Church led 
by Andy Buchanan; Saxon festival singing, drumming and 
dance  led by singer songwriter, Ben O’Sullivan; and joining 
Simon Greenly in chanting the Lord’s prayer and the epic 
poem  Beowulf in Saxon English. 

Saxon tasters and drinks (sponsored by local co-ops) were served by Jane & Fergus McCormick and 
law and order was maintained by our community police team, Paul McShea and Siobhan Murray. 
The grand raffle (sponsored by Corhampton Village Stores) was won by Anne and Barry Gittens. 
Other prizes were given for guessing how many quarts of ale could be served from a 1000 year old 
Saxon pot and the girth (in perches) of the 1000 year old Yew Tree and for solving and creating Saxon 
riddles.  
The afternoon ended with an informal folk concert and community singing led by children and adults 
from the Valley with guitar accompaniment by Ben O’Sullivan and Reverend Stuart Holt. 
In addition to being a living history celebration and festival, we made great progress in raising 
awareness and interest in this uniquely historical Church in the heart of the Meon Valley. We thank 
Winchester City Council and the William Collins Trust for their grants and all those who helped in the 
organisation, joined in the celebration and made donations to offset the festival costs. We are now 
looking for more friends to join us to create further community celebrations. 
Becoming a friend of the Church (which costs £15 per year) is a great opportunity to be part of, and 
sustain, our heritage ; see www.bridgechurches.org.uk/church_corhampton_friends.htm or contact 
Peter O’Sullivan (TPeterOSullivan@hotmail.com / 07710035722) or others on the committee of 
friends. 



 

















 
 


